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WORDS FROM OUR PRESIDENT: 

Remembering our Mission Roots 

Four short years after a civil war ripped apart the nation, our United Women in Faith foremothers 
looked beyond US borders and saw devastating need in India. As our origin story tells, on a dark and 
stormy night in 1869, Mrs. Parker and Mrs. Butler shared the urgent medical and educational needs of 
women and girls in India with six women in Boston. Within months, those women had recruited other 
members and raised enough money to send Isabella Thoburn and Clara Swain to India as the first mis-
sionaries of our predecessor organization. 

UWFaith members continue to support Isabella Thoburn Degree College and Clara Swain Mission Hos-
pital, which are still improving the lives of women, children, and youth 156 years after their bold begin-
nings. 

We’re blessed to be members of an organization with a “both/and” vision—we seek to put our faith into 
action both locally and globally. Locally, we show our love through hands-on projects, volunteering, and 
supporting local missions that serve women, children, and youth. Globally, we most often send mission 
money to support local mission partners. In both cases, we are joining in God’s economy of abun-
dance. 

One of our district goals for 2025 was for local units to choose an international mission project from the 
pages of response magazine or the Daily Prayer Guide and learn more about that project. At our Mis-
sion Festival from 9:30 until noon at Love’s Chapel UMC (Sylva) on November 1, we will share what 
we’ve learned with each other. Local units are encouraged to have fun with this—bring a paper or cloth 
flag, share a song, game, or snack from “your” country, etc. If your unit hasn’t chosen a project, come 
anyway and enjoy learning about our money in mission. 

A second district goal was for local unit members to read “Braiding Sweetgrass,” by Robin Wall Kim-
merer. This is one of our UWFaith Reading Program selections. We chose this book because it is wide-
ly available in public libraries, has digital editions, and is available in both adult and young adult edi-
tions. Themes include reciprocity and gratitude, environmental stewardship, and the interconnected-
ness of all living beings. Even if you don’t have the opportunity to read the book ahead of our gathering, 
you can join the discussion. 

Our hands-on project will be items for exam bags to be distributed on campus by the Wesley Founda-
tion at Western Carolina University. Suggested items: ramen noodles, hot chocolate packets, individual 
tea packets, stress relievers (fidget toys, stress balls, etc.), small Kleenex packs, 
chapsticks. 

In order that we may better plan for our gathering, registration is requested but not 
required.  Registration link: https://bit.ly/SMDFestivalReg 

Lisa Bacon, SMD President  

lisabacon304@gmail.com / 828-586-8399 (home) / 828-226-2433 (cell) 

https://bit.ly/SMDFestivalReg
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MISSION STATEMENT OF  
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women 
through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development,  

creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,  
influence and impact local and global communities. 

People may doubt what you say, 

but they will always believe what you do. 

* * * * * * * 
...for the tree is known and recognized 

And judged by its fruit. 

Matthew 12:33 AMP 

 



Parade of Nations: Tour the World  

through United Women in Faith 
 

Date: November 1, 2025 

Time: 9:30 AM – Noon 

Place: Love’s Chapel UMC, 41 Lovedale Rd, Sylva, NC 28779 

 

9:30 – 10:00 Check in, drop off hands-on items, and enjoy light refresh- 
   ments. 

Hands-on items: Our hands-on project will be items for exam bags to be dis-
tributed on campus by the Wesley Foundation at Western Carolina University. 
Suggested items: ramen noodles, hot chocolate packets, individual tea packets, 
stress relievers (fidget toys, stress balls, etc.), small Kleenex packs, chap-
sticks. 

10:00 – Noon Parade of Nations: sharing about international ministries 

   Postcard Campaign: addressing the school – to – prison  
   pipeline 

   Braiding Sweetgrass: book club discussion 

Register here: https://bit.ly/SMDFestivalReg 

 

Mission u First-Timer 

Danielle Treadway, Education & Interpretation Mission 
Coordinator for First UMC in Waynesville, was our first-
timer stipend recipient at Mission u. Mission u was held 
in July at the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, 
where participants studied “Practicing Hope.” 

(Photo; left to right: Lisa Bacon, Debbie Ray, Danielle 
Treadway)  

https://bit.ly/SMDFestivalReg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE READ THIS & SHARE IT! 



THANK YOU... 
for giving to United Women in Faith. Our total giving for Quarter 3 was $5,219.74 repre-
senting an increase of $1,258 over 2024.  Included in that giving is $342.22 received for 
Love Offering. Giving is a privilege – a gift of God’s grace. …from United Women in Faith 
for Mission. Our Conference Love Offering theme is A Gift of Mission in honor of future 
generations of women, children, and youth.  I look forward to seeing many of you at our 
November Smoky Mountain District Mission Festival. Friendly reminder that the mail 
date deadline for your remittance for Quarter 4 will be November 24th. Any later will 
be posted to 2026 especially due to Thanksgiving weekend holiday mail 
slowdown.  It is a pleasure to be a member of the Smoky Mountain Dis-
trict United Women in Faith team!  Thank you! 

Kim Shafer, SMD District Treasurer 
Cell:  704-965-2022  Email:  kimshaferuwfsm@outlook.com 

NOTES FROM DEBBIE RAY 
 
 As the incoming conference chair of nominations, I will be doing the training 
for district nomination members on October 18th  in Taylorsville. I encour-
age all district officers or anyone who has considered serving as a district officer to 
attend this officer training. I don’t have all the answers but no one person does. That 
is why we are a team. Lisa and I will be carpooling so come and get your questions 
answered.  
  
 I hope to see you all at the district festival on November 1st at Love’s Chap-
el.  Should be great fun and we will learn about our world-wide missions as well as 
having a tasting table. Learn about an international mission and come and share with 
the rest of us. Also, if you enjoy book studies then come and be part of 
our discussion about “Braiding Sweetgrass”. You can read the youth ver-
sion and share something you learned from reading this book. Pick up 
some friends and come to be together.  

Debbie Ray, Nurturing Partner Coordinator & Conference Liaison 

Reminder: First-Timer Scholarships for Conference Events 

A woman who attends a Conference United Women in Faith event for the first time can apply for 

a scholarship to cover expenses. A first-time attendee can apply to be reimbursed for such fees as 

registration fee, mileage, and lodging. Eligible conference events:  Spiritual Growth Retreat (June), Mission u 

(July), and Annual Celebration (September). 

To request the brief application form, contact Lisa Bacon at lisabacon304@gmail.com / 828-586-8399 

(home) / 828-226-2433 (cell) 

mailto:kimshaferuwfsm@outlook.com
mailto:lisabacon304@gmail.com


District Love Offerings: 
 
We invite you to give generously to your district love offering. Your Mission 
Giving continues the work of United Women in Faith, making a difference, eve-
ry day, in the lives of women, children and youth around the world. Thank you 
for your support of Mission Giving! Every single dollar makes a difference! 
 
You may give to your district love offering in a couple of ways: 

 Make an online donation using the special link for your district found on 
the District Events 2024/2025 page at wnccumw.org.  Each district has a 
unique link so that we can give your district credit for your gift. 

 Mail a check to your District Treasurer (Kim Shafer), made payable to 
United Women in Faith, and designated as District Love Offering.  We will 
share those addresses during the meetings, and you will also be able to find 
them in a recent newsletter for your district on your district’s page of our 
website. 

LOCAL UNIT VISITATIONS (LUV) 

A few reasons to invite a district or conference officer to your local unit: 

• Gain information and resources. 

• Build stronger relationships between your unit and conference. 

• Share any thoughts or concerns you may have—this is a chance to have your voice heard. 

• Fulfill criterion #22 on Mission Today. 

• Enjoy fellowship. 

How do I invite an officer to come to my local unit? 

• Contact Your Nurturing Partner.  Each local unit has a district officer who is a Nurturing Partner.  

You should hear from your Nurturing Partner throughout the year.  Invite them to come to a local 

unit event, a unit meeting, United Women in Faith Sunday, etc. 

• To invite an officer who is not your Nurturing Partner, check your district or conference news-

letter for contact information.  You may also find contact information on the website under About 

Us (conference officers) or Districts (district officers). 

• Check your district newsletters for a list of the Nurturing Partners and their local units. 

• Contact your district president if you can’t find Nurturing Partner information. 

https://wnccumw.org/districtevents/


Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United Women in Faith 

treasurer. 

 Make a one time donation or consider becoming a Legacy Builder by giving a 
monthly gift of $18.69 or more. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available 
on our  website at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at https://uwfaith.org/give/legacy-fund/  

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo line & mail to:  United Women in Faith, 
Attn:  Legacy, Church Center for the United Nations, 777 United Nations Plaza, 11th 
Floor, New York, NY  10017. 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, 
and other forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in mak-
ing a gift like this, contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

SMD United Women in Faith 

Nurturing Partners 2025 

Nurturing Partner NP Contact Info UWFaith Unit 

Lisa Bacon Lisabacon304@gmail.com 

828-226-2433 

Bryson City, Love’s Chapel, Sylva First, Webster 

Debbie Ray wsray@charter.net+ 

828-400-3499 

Beaverdam, Canton First, Canton Central, 

Fincher’s Chapel, Rockwood, Shady Grove 

Laurel Bevill laurelbev@icloud.com 

828-456-5528 

Clyde Central, Maple Grove 

Velma Zeek Vzeek56@frontier.com 

828-369-5782 

Andrews, Franklin First 

Esther Manchester Ehm1@yahoo.com 

828-226-7481 

Oak Forest, Ranger, Robbinsville, Tomotla 

Ellynne Stonebraker Jumperlady21@gmail.com 

828-524-8787 

Cullowhee, Hayesville First, Murphy First 

Julie Leatherwood leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com 

828-926-8787 

Maggie Valley, Waynesville First 

Judy Starnes Starnes.judy@gmail.com 

828-452-3548 

Cruso, Elizabeth Chapel 

Kim Shafer kimshaferuwfsm@outlook.com 

704-965-2022 

Crabtree UMC 

http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
https://uwfaith.org/give/legacy-fund/
mailto:Lisabacon304@gmail.com
mailto:wsray@charter.net
mailto:laurelbev@icloud.com
mailto:Vzeek56@frontier.com
mailto:Ehm1@yahoo.com
mailto:Jumperlady21@gmail.com
mailto:leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com
mailto:starnes.judy@gmail.com
mailto:kimshaferuwfsm@outlook.com






Nancy Jo Willis 
Secretary & Newsletter Editor, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
      TO:  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

2025 UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  

CONFERENCE & DISTRICT EVENTS 

 

WNCC UWFaith CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Oct. 11 or 25 Ubuntu Days of Service—various locations 

 Oct. 18  WNCC LDD for All District Officers, Taylorsville First UMC  

 

SMD UWFaith CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Nov. 1  SMD Missions Event—Love’s Chapel UMC, Sylva 

 

  


