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WHAT’S IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
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Page 1—Smoky Mountain District UWFaith Annual Celebration on August 17th (virtual). 

Page 2—A Table of Contents...so you can find the things you really want to find first!...plus our Mis-

sion Statement and a special thought. 

Page 3—Greetings from your District Treasurer and Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund. 

Page 4—United Women in Faith News and Free Money for First-Timers. 

Page 5—Report of the District Committee on Nominations. 

Page 6—Proposed Budget for 2025 and 2023 Five Channels of Giving Summary 

Page 7—Reading List Books Available! 

Page 8—Western North Carolina Conference Mission u Retreat, August 2 + 3. 

Page 9—Highlights of Day Apart:  Living Water: Peace Like a River 

Page 10—The 2024 SMD UWFaith Executive Team and PAG Listing. 

Page 11—Nurturing Partners for 2024, District Love Offering, and communications tips. 

Page 12—SMD & WNCC Calendar of Events 

MISSION STATEMENT OF  
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women 
through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development,  

creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,  
influence and impact local and global communities. 

Sometimes the Lord calms the storm; sometimes  

He lets the storm rage and calms His child. 

* * * * * * * 
“”And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,  

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

—- Philippians 4:7  NIV 

 



We are apart BUT STILL TOGETHER!  JOIN US for our Smoky Mountain Dis-

trict Annual Celebration on Saturday, August 17th at 10:00am via Zoom.  It’s really 
not difficult, and you can find details on page 1,5+6 of this newsletter.  If Zoom is 
not your thing, call one or two of your friends and see if you can get together to par-
ticipate via one computer screen.  We Need YOU! 

Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United Women in Faith treas-

urer. 

 Make a one time donation or consider becoming a Legacy Builder by giving a month-
ly gift of $18.69 or more. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on 
our  website at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at https://uwfaith.org/give/legacy-fund/  

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo line & mail to:  United Women in Faith, Attn:  
Legacy, Church Center for the United Nations, 777 United Nations Plaza, 11th Floor, 
New York, NY  10017. 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and 
other forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a 
gift like this, contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

Greetings from your District Treasurer: 
Thank you for giving to United Women in Faith. Our total giving for Quarter 2 was 
$8,307.62.  Included in that giving is $400 received for Love Offering and $77 for 
Program Resources received at the Fantastic Smoky Mountain Day Apart District 
meeting. Giving is a privilege – a gift of God’s grace. …from United Women in Faith 
in Mission. Our Conference Love Offering theme is A Gift of Mission in honor of future 
generations of women, children, and youth.  You can give the Love Offering at the 
2024 Annual Celebration in September or send to our Conference Treasurer, Bess 
Redmond.  The deadline for your remittance for Quarter 3 will be August 27th. It is a 
pleasure to be on the Smoky Mountain team! 

Kim Shafer, SMD District Treasurer 
281 Valley View Terrace 
Waynesville, NC  28786-4531 
kimshaferuwfsm@outlook.com 
Phone:  (704) 965-2022 

http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH NEWS: 

It was a joy to learn that 18 of the 19 resolutions presented by United Women in Faith 

at General Conference were approved.  These resolutions included calls to action on ra-

cial and climate justice, gender equality, protecting the girl child and supporting dea-

conesses and home missioners. 

We celebrate that the bans on gay clergy and same sex wedding ceremonies were lift-

ed and that the anti-gay language was removed.  It was also made clear that no church 

or clergy would be asked to serve against their convictions. 

The voting members show that the United Methodist Church is no longer divided.  

Those who attended shared at Annual Conference about the willingness to listen to 

each other and to move the church forward.  We will all seek to live out Jesus’ com-

mand to love one another and to love God as scripture tells us. 

We have faith and we offer hope to women, children and youth at home and around 

the world but are we putting love into action?  Are we letting the world 

know what Women in Faith are about and how we support women?  

How are we acting on the resolutions we support?  If you want to know 

more about the resolutions, check out the March/April issue of re-

sponse magazine. 

Debbie Ray, Past District President 

Phone:  828-400-3499 

Free Money for First-Timers! 

Yes, you read that correctly. A woman who attends a Conference United Women in Faith event 

for the first time can apply for a stipend to cover expenses. Eligible events include the Spiritual 

Growth Retreat (Lake Junaluska), Mission u (in Hickory this year), and Annual Celebration (Lake 

Junaluska). A first-time attendee can apply to be reimbursed for such fees as registration fee, mileage, and 

lodging. These stipends often go unclaimed because a potential applicant thinks, “Oh, I can only attend part 

of the meeting.” Or “What if I register and then am not able to attend?” Apply anyway! Come for as much of 

the event as you can and don’t worry about the rest. If you register and then are not able to attend, the reg-

istration fee will still be covered.  

We really want to encourage first-timers because first-time attendees often become regular attendees. �  

For Mission u, apply for the stipend by July 20.  For Annual Celebration, apply by August 30. 

To request an application form, contact Lisa Bacon at  

lisabacon304@gmail.com / 828-586-8399 (home) / 828-226-2433 (cell) 

mailto:lisabacon304@gmail.com


 

“Be brave and don’ t lose heart, 

Because your work will be rewarded! 

—- 2 Chronicles 15:7 





READING PROGRAM BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE!! 
A number of books from the current reading plan are available for purchase.  To obtain a copy from the list be-

low, please email me at nmhwatkins@gmail.com.  First come, first serve!  We will work out pickup/delivery or 

shipping, depending on your location. 

Nancy  Watkins, District Program Resource Coordinator  (Phone: 828-550-5927) 

nmhwatkins@gmail.com 

https://uwfaithresources.org/. 

mailto:nmhwatkins@gmail.com
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Click for Registration & Complete Information 

    Read more on our website! 

wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2024/
wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2024/




1. Have you changed your email address recently?  If Yes, please let us know at smdcommcoor@gmail.com. 

2. Have you added email to your list of communication tools?  If Yes, please let us know. 

3. Why?  So you won’t miss any important SMD UMW info and we can save on postage!  THANKS! 

District Love Offerings: 
 
We invite you to give generously to your district love offering. Your Mis-
sion Giving continues the work of United Women in Faith, making a difference, 
every day, in the lives of women, children and youth around the world. Thank 
you for your support of Mission Giving! Every single dollar makes a differ-
ence! 
 
You may give to your district love offering in a couple of ways: 

 Make an online donation using the special link for your district found on 
the District Events 2024 page at wnccumw.org.  Each district has a unique 
link so that we can give your district credit for your gift. 

 Mail a check to your District Treasurer (Kim Shafer), made payable to 
United Women in Faith, and designated as District Love Offering.  We will 
share those addresses during the meetings, and you will also be able to find 
them in a recent newsletter for your district on your district’s page of our 
website. 

mailto:smdcommcoor@gmail.com
mailto:smdcommcoor@gmail.com
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Nancy Jo Willis 
Secretary & Newsletter Editor, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
      TO:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2024 UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  

CONFERENCE & DISTRICT EVENTS 

 

WNCC UWF CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Aug. 2-3  Mission u, Catholic Conference Center, Hickory, NC 

 Sept. 6-8  Annual Celebration, Lake Junaluska 

 Oct. 5, 19, 26 Ubuntu Days of Service—multiple locations 

 Oct. 19  District Leadership Development—Virtual at 10:00 am 

 

SMD UWF CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 August 17  SMD Annual Celebration (virtual) 

 November 2 SMD Missions Festival (Crabtree UMC) 

 

  


