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WHAT’S IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

THAT I’D BE INTERESTED IN? 

Page 1—DAY APART, Saturday, May 4th at Robbinsville UMC. 

Page 2—A Table of Contents...so you can find the things you really want to find first!...plus Let’s 

Pray for our General Conference in Charlotte! 

Page 3—Greetings from your new District Treasurer and Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund. 

Page 4—Our Mission Statement, a special thought to ponder, and “Bright Lights” from response. 

Page 5—Spiritual Growth Retreat, June 13-15th at Lake Junaluska, NC 

Page 6—A Letter from Bess Redmond, our WNCC UWFaith Treasurer. 

Page 7—Special News from Project AGAPE and “Reading is Rewarding.” 

Page 8—The 2024 SMD UWFaith Executive Team and PAG Listing. 

Page 9—Nurturing Partners for 2024, District Love Offering, and communications tips. 

Page 10—SMD & WNCC Calendar of Events 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 



Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United Women in Faith treas-

urer. 

 Make a one time donation or consider becoming a Legacy Builder by giving a month-
ly gift of $18.69 or more. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on 
our  website at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at https://uwfaith.org/give/legacy-fund/  

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo line & mail to:  United Women in Faith, Attn:  
Legacy, Church Center for the United Nations, 777 United Nations Plaza, 11th Floor, 
New York, NY  10017. 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and 
other forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a 
gift like this, contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

Greetings from your new District Treasurer: 
Thank you for giving to United Women in Faith. Our total giving for Quarter 1 was 

$2,538.88. I apologize for the rocky start lately due to the changeover to me as 

treasurer and change to quarterly treasurer letters that are now emailed in place of 

‘snail’ mailed letters to save time and mission dollars. There were a few treasurers 

who missed the letter, but did contact me and sent in funds that will be applied to 

Quarter 2 – Thank you for your patience and understanding.   

Giving is a privilege – a gift of God’s grace. …from United Women in Faith in Mission. 

Our Love Offering theme is A Gift of Mission in honor of future generations of wom-

en, children, and youth.  The new brochure for Love Offering will be in my next letter 

to the Treasurer. You can give the Love Offering at the 2024 Annual Celebration in 

September or send to our Conference Treasurer, Bess Redmond. Please read more 

information about 2024 Conference goals in a separate article in this newsletter. The 

deadline for your remittance for Quarter 2 will be May 25 in order to reach me by 

May 31. 

Kim Shafer, SMD District Treasurer 
281 Valley View Terrace 
Waynesville, NC  28786-4531 
kimshaferuwfsm@outlook.com 
Phone:  (704) 965-2022 

http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
https://uwfaith.org/give/legacy-fund/


MISSION STATEMENT OF  
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women 
through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development,  

creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,  
influence and impact local and global communities. 

My obligation is to do the right thing.  The rest is in God’s hands. 

* * * * * * * 
“If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who 

does right is born of him.”   -   1 John 2:29 RSV 

response@uwfaith.org. 

mailto:response@uwfaith.org






SPECIAL NEWS FROM PROJECT AGAPE: 
Nara Melkonyan, the Director of Project AGAPE, sends out regular news-
letters regarding the situation in Armenia.  Our own Beverly Bard (former 
MEI Coordinator) always receives one and forwards the information on to 
other interested individuals.  Following is a special email from Beverly re-
garding Nara’s latest newsletter and changes to Project AGAPE’s Dona-
tion Policies. 

Nara states authorities have mandated an important update on new reg-
ulations on their donation policies by the Armenian Custom Office.  The 
authorities have mandated that only NEW ITEMS CAN BE IMPORTED TAX– 
FREE.  Due to this recent change in government regulations, they are no 
longer able to accept used items, as they are now subject to taxes upon 
importation to the country. 

Nara states that they want to express gratitude for your ongoing support 
and understanding as we adapt to these changing circumstances.  Your 
unwavering commitment to Project  AGAPE remains the cornerstone of 
our success, and we are confident that together we will overcome this 
challenge with the same compassion and resilience that define our Chris-
tian spirit. 

Nara also stated that there was  a surge of support towards Armenia 
when there was an exodus of Armenians from Artsakh, but disappoint-
ment of aid consisting of used items that proved to be of little or no use.  
Taxes were levied on all used items.   The authorities have 
mandated that only NEW ITEMS can be imported tax-free. 

Please pass this information on.  Thank you!   

Beverly Bard (828-646-7558) 

READING IS REWARDING! 

• Share the program with United Women in Faith members and members of the community. 

• Help people attain books. Distribute this guide.   2024 Reading Program Catalog (uwfaith.org)  

• Connect with local and district groups. Start a book club, download books onto an e-reader to 
pass around and share, present book reviews at group meetings. 

• Display a progress chart in your church for all who wish to participate, and post displays to 
encourage book sales. 

• Pray. Books often raise concerns about people, countries, and issues. Bring these concerns to 
God during your prayer time at home and at group meetings. 

• Advocate for tangible change. Many Reading Program books address issues including climate 
change, mass incarceration and racism. Organize a task force to address these issues in your 
community. 

https://uwfaithresources.org/prodDetail.cfm?productID=10846




1. Have you changed your email address recently?  If Yes, please let us know at smdcommcoor@gmail.com. 

2. Have you added email to your list of communication tools?  If Yes, please let us know. 

3. Why?  So you won’t miss any important SMD UMW info and we can save on postage!  THANKS! 

District Love Offerings: 
 
We invite you to give generously to your district love offering. Your Mis-
sion Giving continues the work of United Women in Faith, making a difference, 
every day, in the lives of women, children and youth around the world. Thank 
you for your support of Mission Giving! Every single dollar makes a differ-
ence! 
 
You may give to your district love offering in a couple of ways: 

 Make an online donation using the special link for your district found on 
the District Events 2024 page at wnccumw.org.  Each district has a unique 
link so that we can give your district credit for your gift. 

 Mail a check to your District Treasurer (Kim Shafer), made payable to 
United Women in Faith, and designated as District Love Offering.  We will 
share those addresses during the meetings, and you will also be able to find 
them in a recent newsletter for your district on your district’s page of our 
website. 

mailto:smdcommcoor@gmail.com
wnccumw.org


Nancy Jo Willis 
Secretary & Newsletter Editor, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
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2024 UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  

CONFERENCE & DISTRICT EVENTS 

 

WNCC UWF CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 April 19-21  Southeastern Jurisdictional Conf, Chattanooga, TN 

 June 13-15  Spiritual Growth Retreat, Lake Junaluska 

 Aug. 2-3  Mission u, Catholic Conference Center, Hickory, NC 

 Sept. 6-8  Annual Celebration, Lake Junaluska 

 Oct. 5, 19, 26 Ubuntu Days of Service—multiple locations 

 Oct. 19  District Leadership Development—Virtual at 10:00 am 

 

SMD UWF CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 May 4  Day Apart (Robbinsville UMC) 

 August 17  SMD Annual Celebration (virtual) 

 November 2 SMD Missions Festival (Crabtree UMC) 

 

 April 23-May 3   UNITED METHODIST CHURCH GENERAL CONF. 


