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MISSION STATEMENT OF  
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women 
through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development,  

creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,  
influence and impact local and global communities. 

All our dreams can come true — 

If we have the courage to pursue them. 

* * * * * * * 

“Be strong and courageous, and act; do not fear nor be 
dismayed, for the Lord God, my God, is with you.” 

— 1 Chronicles 28:20 NASB 



A NOTE FOR TREASURERS:  
Our receipts for the second quarter were outstanding.  On our Remittance Report to the Conference Treas-
urer, we recorded the following: 

Pledges  $6,807.83 
Special Recognition Pin $90.00 
Gift to Mission $184.67 
Gift to Memory $145.00 
World Thank Offering $50.00 
Other $419.48 
Call to Prayer & Self Denial $339.25 
UMCOR $50.00 
Legacy Fund $1357.90 
Total $9444.13 

 

Remember to donate to the Love Offering.  You can send a check to Bess Redmond, Conference Treasur-
er, or donate it at the UWF Annual Celebration,  September 8-10. 
 

Congratulations to all the Units.  Thank you and let’s keep it going so well. 
 

Dianne Mills, SMD District Treasurer  
311 Grandview Circle, Waynesville, NC 28786  
Cell: 828-550-2229 OR Email: dnmills@hotmail.com 

Focus on our UWF Reading Program 

Are you curious about our United Women in Faith reading program? Are you well-acquainted with it, 

but just need a refresher? A visit to the United Women in Faith resources page at uwfaith.org/resources/

read-program can provide the information you need. There you will find a complete listing of books that 

qualify for this year, requirements for each reading level certificate, a downloadable form on which to 

keep a record of the books you’ve read, and much more. 

If you have difficulty finding what you need there, feel free to contact me at nmhwatkins@gmail.com or 

by phone at 828-550-5927 and I will be happy to help. Word of advice - if you do choose to call, please 

leave a message as I do not answer calls from numbers that aren’t in my contacts. I will return your call 

as soon as possible. 

In future newsletter articles I would like to offer answers to specific questions about 

resources, share ideas from your unit about resources and activities that you have 

found helpful in stimulating interest in the reading program, and share recommenda-

tions of books on the reading list. Pass them along! 

Nancy Watkins, Program Resources Coordinator 

Phone:  828-550-5927    Email:  nmhwatkins@gmail.com 
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Mission u 2023 
July 28-29, 2023 

The Catholic Conference Ctr.,  

Hickory, North Carolina 
Passionate about mission? 

Love to learn?  

Want to engage with others who are?  

Then Mission u is right for you! 

Online registration open June 1st thru July 13th. 
 
 

Renee Hayes,  Adult Mission Study Retreat Leader 

Sherry Sink, Youth Camp Study Retreat Leader 

Registration is ONLINE only, and open June 1 through July 13.  (There is no onsite registration.) 

Registration costs vary with housing and student type. Fees for full-time students range from $85 (non-resident 
with meals) to $220 (all meals and private room with private bath), depending on type of accommodations. 

Dates: Friday, July 28 through Saturday, July 29 

Location: The Catholic Conference Center, Hickory, North Carolina 

Conference Gram – June 2023 – Mission u Issue 

Childcare will be NOT be available. 

Study books should be ordered in advance; they will not be available for sale at the event. You may order a 
study book for pickup at Mission u as part of the registration process, if you register by July 5th. If you choose 
to order a book to be delivered to you (which will increase your shipping costs), you may do so at https://
uwfaithresources.org/ 

Adult Study: Living the Kin-dom: Exploring the Lord’s Prayer as a Spiritual Practice for Social Transformation 

Youth Study: Seek and You Shall Find: Living in the Kin-dom 

Kindle version of the adult study is available at www.amazon.com. 

Hands-on Mission: UMCOR Menstrual Hygiene Kits (guidelines on assembling and packing the kits may be 
found at https://umcmission.org/umcor-menstrual-hygiene-kit/ 

CEU/Advanced Lay Servant Credit: Participants can apply to receive CEU’s and Advanced Lay Servant 
credit. Forms will be available at Mission u. 

Schedule: Check-in will begin at 10:00 AM on Friday, July 28th. Mission u will open with worship Friday at 
11:30 AM. Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon and the first session will begin at 1:30 PM. Friday afternoon will 
include sessions 1-4 of the study. Dinner will be served at 6:30. Sessions 5 & 6 will be held after dinner. Re-
flection time will be available to all participants after Session 6 before retiring for the evening. Breakfast Satur-
day will be served at 8:00 AM. Sessions 7-8 will conclude by 12:00 noon followed by lunch. Closing worship 
and Send off is scheduled for 1:00 PM. 

Morning Praise will be held Saturday morning at 7:30 AM on the terrace (weather permitting). 

First-timer Scholarships: Each District offers a $150 scholarship for a person attending Mission u for the first 
time. Information and applications are available from your District President. Additional scholarship funds are 
often available through your local unit; contact your unit president for information. 

For everyone’s safety and well-being, we will follow all CDC protocols in place at the time. For our 

COVID safety protocols, see Mission u 2023 | WNCC United Women in Faith (wnccumw.org) . 

https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/missionu2023
https://catholicconference.org/
https://wnccumw.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/2023-CG-June-Web-Final.pdf
https://uwfaithresources.org/
https://uwfaithresources.org/
https://uwfaithresources.org/prodDetail.cfm?productID=9903&catid=2176
https://uwfaithresources.org/prodDetail.cfm?productID=9902&catid=2176
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Kin-dom-Exploring-Spiritual-Transformation-ebook/dp/B0BT4N4DTR/ref=sr_1_1?crid=9454N9P1GNZN&keywords=living+the+kin-dom+exploring+the+lord%27s+prayer&qid=1685320991&sprefix=living+the+kin-dom%2Caps%2C83&sr=8-1
https://umcmission.org/umcor-menstrual-hygiene-kit/
https://wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2023/


Rural Education Advancement and Development (READ) 

As a member of First Methodist Waynesville for 30+ years, I have long been aware of this quote often at-

tributed to John Wesley, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all 

the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” By imple-

menting this policy, it is truly amazing what can be accomplished when determined people band together. 

Through READ, this is what we try to do in our little section of the world.   

READ operates in the state of Cotopaxi, Ecuador, which is mostly rural and one of the poorest states in 

Ecuador.  We opened our first educational center in June 2010. At present we have two sites, one in Apa-

hua, an indigenous community at 13,000 feet and another in Macuchi a mestizo community at an eleva-

tion of 5,000 feet.  Both are agrarian communities. 

READ has developed a highly effective coalition made up of our Ecuadorian staff, the READ administra-

tive board, volunteers, individual donors and The United Methodist Church, primarily in WNC.  Over the 

past 13 years we have been able to provide learning opportunities in this 

grossly underserved area of Ecuador.  Our programs are constantly evolving 

as we learn how to best serve each community. 

Currently our services include book loans, computer classes, tutoring, internet 

access, a work study program for middle and high school students and a child 

sponsorship program.  Our services are free and open to the public. 

In 2022 we: 

Lent 7,765 books to the public 

Taught 75 youth and children how to use the computer 

Had 35 children in the work study program 

Sponsored 58 children. 

All the children in our work study and sponsorship programs live in extreme poverty.  Without our support 

most families would not be able to educate their children beyond the 7
th
 grade. We pride ourselves in be-

ing a holistic program. By developing a relationship with each child through the case management provid-

ed by our staff, our programs become much more effective.  Children share the struggles they face with 

us and we in turn help them problem solve.  We help with tutoring, medical problems, dental care, and 

any other problem a child may have.  Children graduating from high school are counseled and guided 

through the steps needed to continue their education post high school.  Most of the children are the first in 

their family to go to high school.  We are currently assisting four young adults 

who are currently enrolled in the university. 

We hope you can join us to hear about how ordinary people banding together 

can have extraordinary results by giving hope and opportunities to our broth-

ers and sisters in need.  Please see details below. 

With Gratitude, 

Ginny McNair, Director 

[For further information, please check out the READ website at www.readleer.org.  Ginny McNair, the 

Director will be back in the United States later this year and will be speaking at Waynesville First UMC on 

October 15th (time TBD).  This event is open to all.  For further information, please contact Debbie Ray at 

828-400-3499 or wsray@charter.net.] 

http://www.readleer.org


1-800-222-4930 

For Lake Junaluska Accommodations & Rates: https://wnccumw.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Annual-Celebration-Flyer-2023.pdf 

https://wnccumw.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Annual-Celebration-Flyer-2023.pdf


Decisions can take you out of God’s will  

but never out of His reach. 

*************** 

“If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, 

For he cannot disown himself.” 

— 2 Timothy 2:13 NIV 

Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United Women in Faith 

treasurer. 

 Make a one time donation or consider becoming a Legacy Builder by giving a 
monthly gift of $18.69 or more. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available 
on our  website at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at https://uwfaith.org/give/legacy-fund/  

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo  and mail to:  United Women in Faith, Attn:  
Legacy, 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1500, New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, 
and other forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in mak-
ing a gift like this, contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

Greetings from your Smoky Mountain Nominations Committee.  This is a VERY busy 

time of the year for the Smoky Mountain Nominating Committee.  We have a slate with MANY 

empty spaces to be filled.  I realize that many units have had to find new ways of operating to ac-

commodate COVID restrictions.  This has caused many disruptions and breakup of units.   

Most of us have found healthful and safe ways of meeting and showing our con-

cern for others in need.  I commend you.  The Nominating Committee is working on 

a new slate of officers of which you will be proud.  I am asking each and every one 

of you to share your gifts and talents to join our leadership and make us strong 

again.  God bless you! 

Velma Zeek, Nominations Chairperson 

828-369-5782 or vzeek56@Frontier.com 

http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
https://uwfaith.org/give/legacy-fund/


ATTENTION:  In preparation for our 2023 Annual Conference and 2024, please note 

the following items provided for your review prior to our August 12th meeting.  Below is the 
SMD Slate of District Officers for 2024 which will be voted on at our Annual Conference.  
Following that, on pages 9-14 are the proposed updated Smoky Mountain  District Standing 
Rules, which primarily reflect the change in our organization’s name.  These will also be voted 
on at the Annual Conference.  If you have questions on any of these items, please don’t hesi-
tate to contact a member of your Executive Team (see pg. 15). 



SMD UWF Standing Rules—Revised June 2023—To Be Approved at  

SMD Annual Meeting on August 12, 2023   (PLEASE REVIEW) 















Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
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2023 UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  

CONFERENCE & DISTRICT EVENTS 
 

WNCC UWF CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 July 28-29  Mission u—The Catholic Conference Ctr, Hickory, NC 

 Sept. 8-10  WNCC UWF Annual Celebration—Lake Junaluska 

 Oct. 7, 14, 28 Ubuntu Days of Service—multiple locations 

 Oct. 21  District Leadership Development—Virtual 

 

SMD UWF CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Aug. 12  Annual Celebration via Zoom; 10 am—Noon 

 Nov. 4  Influence & Impact Event:  Learning and Leading! 

    Location TBD;  9:00 am—Noon 


