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Western North Carolina Conference-United Methodist Women-4TH Quarter Newsletter, 2021 

 

  Autumn is a time when trees shed their leaves. The leaves change from green to 

red, orange, yellow or brown before falling. The weather gets colder and windier. It is known as sweater 

weather. Candles and pumpkins fill the air with the smells of cinnamon and pumpkin spice.  You begin to 

feel the true beginning of this season as well as the joys of holiday that are approaching. I encourage you 

if able to take a walk in the morning and snap some pictures of the beautiful creation of God’s works. I 

love the saying by Dodinsky “I hope I can be the autumn leaf, who looked at the sky and lived. And when 

it was time to leave, gracefully it knew life was a gift.” 
 

I wanted to remind you that our local training will be on November 20th at 10:00 AM by Zoom. Whether 

you are new or “seasoned”, we encourage you to attend. We will have a brief gathering time followed by 

break-out rooms by district. Please join us for tips, updates, helpful resources and more on the various 

roles of UMW local officers. If you feel that you would like to learn about a particular office that you 

might want to serve in that role in the future, we welcome you. You must register at: 

https://wnccumw.org/districts/lddlocalunitofficers2021/Y 

There you will also find handouts that you can download and print. 
 

Presidents, please make sure that you send me your end of the year reports by December the 15th. These 

forms were mailed to you when you received the Program Book, along with your certificates, back in 

August. They will also be posted online with the handouts used for training.  

Many of you have been very busy this year and we want to celebrate your successes.  
 

I want to say a special thank you to all the officers who have agreed to stay on for another year. Thank you 

to those that will be continuing in your role, those who have accepted new positions, and those who will 

be leaving. Thank you for your support and I look forward to serving you in 2022. Above all, thank you 

for all you do to help women, children, and youth around the world.  
 

If you have any questions feel free to call, email or text me. I am still praying that by 2022 we will be able 

to meet and greet each other in person. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Cathy Ward Uwharrie President 

491 Greenbrier Drive 

Denton, N.C. 27239 

336-880-1057 

lward2004@triad.rr.com 
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Welcome to the new season of Fall!  I hope everyone has stayed well and escaped Covid.  Now with 

the flu season upon us, please get your flu vaccine to prevent getting the flu.   

We had a large turnout for the District Annual Celebration & I thank all of you that attended.  I 

hope all of you enjoyed Rev. Arnetta Beverly as much as I did!  I have only received 3 evaluations 

and I would greatly appreciate each of you doing one and returning them to me.  The evaluations 

are very helpful in planning for next year’s celebration & we value your responses greatly. I have 

attached an evaluation form that you can complete and scan and email it to me or send it to the 

address on the evaluation form.   

I would like to share some thoughts with you from a devotion by Rachel Wojo as we enter this Fall 

season: 

Letting Your Leaves Fall 

 
Autumn is a wonderful time to observe nature. As I watch the swirling leaves stirred by the wind, I am 

reminded that they display an important lesson for all of us to follow suit in a way. Just as the trees don’t 

stubbornly hold on to their dead leaves, so we shouldn’t hold on to any unnecessary weight in our lives. 

When we long to enter a new season, the old can easily inhibit the new if we allow it. God’s Word 

reminds us to: 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be 

kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV) 

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we must first identify it. How can we do this? 

» By reading God’s Word. 

» By allowing His Spirit to show us the necessary heart changes we need. 

» By being willing to shun practices such as bitterness and anger. 

» By asking God to help us let go of the guilt from the past. 

 

 Oh how the Lord longs to empower and strengthen us for the new season ahead! If we’re not sure of the 

issues detaining a kind and compassionate spirit, He will show us when we ask. And if guilt from the past 

is preventing this beautiful new season, we have His promises like this one to remember: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A31-32&version=NIV
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Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do 

you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18,19 

(NIV) 

What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness to the season ahead? Could it be that the decayed 

leaves are piling up and your heart needs to discard them for good? If so, why not reach out to the Lord in 

prayer? He longs to hear from you. Ask Him to shine light on any thoughts, circumstances, habits or other 

“decayed leaves” you might be clinging to. As you watch the leaves fall this season, our prayer is that you 

are reminded to let go of anything that would hinder a fresh relationship with God. 

 

Don’t forget the Local Officer Training that will be on zoom on Nov. 20th!  We hope to see you all there, 

especially the new officers!! 

Remember that your District Team is here to help you in any way that we can.  If you would like a 

program please give us a call.  We love to visit with our nurturing partners whether it is on zoom or in 

person.  

 

Peace & blessings, 

Sarah Lee, Vice President 

Uwharrie District Team 

 

 

$$$ Notes from the Treasurer 
Well, I thought this would be my last year as District Treasurer, but apparently God had a different plan than I did.  

So, I will be staying on for one more year. 

Our Q3 remittance was sent to Conference in early September.  Year-to-date, we have paid $28,540.97 against our 

$51,500 Pledge to Mission so far, which is 55%.  This is down from prior years at this point, but the pandemic is 

not over yet, so this is no surprise.  And, some units still haven’t resumed meeting yet.  Year-to-date Mission giving 

paid to Western North Carolina Conference, including designated gifts is $33,005.47.  We have also paid $1053.91 

to National for Legacy Fund.  Uwharrie District IS making a significant, positive impact for women, youth 

and children locally and around the world! 

If your unit is still not meeting in person, you can give on-line on the WNCC UMW website. Click on the 

“GIVE NOW” link at the top line on the Home Page or use https://wnccumw.org/online-mission-giving/.   

These online gifts WILL be credited back to your Unit.  Or, anyone can send a check directly to me 

towards their Unit’s giving.  Just note your Unit on your check.  (Of course, if your unit is meeting, you 

can still give through the normal quarterly remittance process.) 

Also, remember that all 5 Channels count towards your Unit’s Pledge.  So, Special Mission Recognition, 

Gifts to Mission, Gifts in Memory, World Thank Offering and even Walk for Missions donations count.  If 

you need GTM/GIM cards, let me know. 

Local Treasurers, we will have a breakout training session at the Uwharrie District Local Officers Training 

virtual event on November 20th, so please attend if you are able.  As always, if you need anything from me 

or have any questions, please feel free to call, text, or email me. 

Blessings,  

Diane James, Uwharrie District Treasurer 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A18-19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A18-19&version=NIV
https://wnccumw.org/online-mission-giving/
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Uwharrie District United Methodist Women 
PO Box 521 

Marshville NC 28103 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 October 23   WNCC LDD for District Officers 

 

 November 20  All District LDD for Local Officers/Leaders 
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  CLIMATE INJUSTICE DURING STORMS 

We have had historic flooding along the Gulf Coast this year, and it seems that flooding may be our 

future, along with a loss of livable land on the coast.  After Katrina, New Orleans greatly improved its 

levee system which did indeed work this year to protect the city from horrible flooding.  Other coastal 

places in Louisiana are often not protected by levees.  Power, population and politics determine who 

gets levees. 

 East of New Orleans, the coastal areas are not usually protected by levees and are occupied by many 

people living below the poverty line.   Flooding can be severe.   Many poor people can’t afford to put 

their houses on stilts as the ocean encroaches on their land, or rebuild quickly if they are flooded, even 

with FEMA’s help.  These poorer people often can’t evacuate the area when a hurricane is approaching 

because they don’t have transportation, or if they can get out, they can’t pay for motel bills once they 

get to a safer place.  So they stay put or go to a shelter.   

Hurricane Ida’s strong winds up to 150 mph destroyed electric poles, lines, and in some places the whole 

electrical grid in these poorer areas.  Outside of New Orleans and larger cities, power has been very slow 

to return, and it may be weeks more.  Many of the poorer people can’t afford generators, and those who 

do were paying $80 a day for fuel to protect themselves from the depressive heat. Outlying clinics were 

hit hard, and many area schools have had to close indefinitely.   

North Carolina, Tennessee, and up the NJ and NY coast have been flooded by Hurricanes Ida or  Fred, but 

that is another story. 

There may not be more hurricanes in number than before, but they are producing more rain over larger 

areas due to warming ocean currents and warmer overall temperatures.   And as is often the case, the 

poorer people seem to suffer the most as they have fewer resources to cope and adjust. This indeed is 

Climate Injustice affecting our more vulnerable populations.    

(Information from Scientific American and NY TIMES). 

Helen Shore, Social Action Coordinator 
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UMM AGAPE UMCOR Donation Cleaning Kits 2021 Methodist men helping with the collection.                   

                                                       Picture was from Central Denton. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cathy Ward and Vickie Brown delivering flood buckets and AGAPE 

supplies to Memorial UMC ,Thomasville. 
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Thank you for your service for giving of yourself to help others.  

I have to say WOW, what a great Uwharrie Team I am part of.  This is my first year as your MEI 

coordinator, I have learned so much but I have so much more to learn. 

I just know God is smiling down on us and I know he is so proud of our dedication as we are United 

Women, we make a difference in today's world, we can make each other stronger Nationally 

Women, children and youth.   
 

My first Ubuntu Day was a mission Trip to our Mission Response Center in Terrell NC.   The day was 

so wonderful, I felt so fulfilled when I had completed my day.  The opportunity is open to any of you 

that have other groups that would like to bring to work, there is a place to sign up and available dates 

on our UMC website:  Mission Response Center volunteer sign up (brtapp.com). Or you can call 

Brian Mateer. 704-714-2340.  
 

There is a photo on page 6 of our Methodist men that donated toward our Cleaning kit donation.  We 

all appreciate the dedication of our Methodist Men and their support. 
 

Our AGAPE Donation was a great Success.  As of today, our total donation was $2,984. Which 

was      

 6 Cleaning kits    9 Jeans 

20 Blankets    4 Sweatshirts 

13 School Kits   1 Jean jacket 

16 shirts    1 Pajama set 

15 Hoodies    4 Pair of shoes 

   

 

I just know God  is smiling down on us and I know he is so proud of our dedication as we are United 
Women, we make a difference in today’s world.  We can make each other stronger Nationally 
women, children and youth. 
. 
When we consider the lives of people who serve unselfishly, we can see that they gain more than 
they give.  Matthew 25:34-40 
 
Vickie Brown, Chair, Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

  

 

http://brtapp.com/
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       The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women  
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and 
to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of 
the church. 

 

 

                     https://wnccumw.org/districts/lddlocalunitofficers2021/Y 
 

https://wnccumw.org/districts/lddlocalunitofficers2021/Y
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Committee on Nominations Report 

2022 Elected  Officers  
 

Vice President  Sarah Lee, Norwood   2nd 2 Year Term 

Secretary  Elizabeth Lookabill, Tyro  2nd 2 Year Term 

Treasurer     Jeanette Mixon, Bethany Lexington 1st  2-Year Term 
 
Program Resources Coordinator  Carla Carrick, Bethany Lexington 1st 2 Year Term 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator  Pat Jarvis, Pisgah   1st 2 year Term  

Membership, Nurture & Outreach  Carolyn Thompson, Linwood  2nd 2 Year Term 
Coordinator  

Nominations Chair         1st 2 Year Term 

Nominations     Betty Hunt, New Union  Class of 2022 

Nominations     Linda Beddingfield, First Asheboro Class of 2025 

Nominations          Class of 2024 

Nominations         Class of 2024 
 
Nominations         Class of 2025 

       Officers Continuing Term 

President     Cathy Ward, Central, Denton  2nd 2 Year Term 

Social Action Coordinator   Helen Shore, First, Asheboro  2nd 2 Year Term 

Mission Education &   Vickie Brown, Central Denton  1st 2 Year Term 
Interpretation Coordinator 
 
Communications Coordinator   Jane Ellickson, Marshville  2nd 2 Year Term 

Nominations     Leigh Harris, Central Asheboro Class of 2022 

Nominations     Gay Smith, First, Lexington  Class of 2023  
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Nominations    Wanda Craven, St. Stephen,  Class of 2023 
 
Nominations     Cheri Murray, First, Lexington Class of 2023  

 

President Appointed 
 

Historian,  Cheri Barker  

Parliamentarian, Donna Owens, St Stephens, Lexington   

Legacy Fund Representative, Lissell Currie,  Central Monroe 

Conference Representative, Darlene Gardner 

 
 
 

 


