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From Your President: 
WOW! I just finished watching the Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat with wonderful music and an inspir-
ing message. The workshops and jazzercize provided good breaks. I confess my knowledge of Juneteenth 
was pretty limited but this workshop helped me to increase my knowledge. Added to the reading I am doing I 
have really increased my understanding of the treatment and history of African Americans and Indigenous 
people. The workshop on teas was fun, informative and relaxing. I encourage you to go to the conference 
site wnccumw.org and be renewed.  

My goal is to take my faith, hope and love and turn them into action in my community. I believe United 
Methodist Women are being called once again to lead as we have always done. Speak out for those who 
have no voice and stand up for what we know is right. I’m sure you have continued in mission even during 
the pandemic. As we start to be more active in our communities, I hope you will stretch yourself- do some-
thing new or learn about something new. You can join a book study that you are presenting or look around 
for one conducted by another district. Zoom makes this possible. Start a book study and invite young women 
in  your church. Perhaps mix the study with a project. As we start to reopen, it is a good opportunity to de-
cide how  our units are going to proceed. Perhaps some change is in order. 

Next is our virtual conference Mission u July 15th – July 18th for the spiritual growth study and July 19th – 
Aug 1st at different times for different classes for the social action study. The books are Bearing Witness in 
the Kin-dom:  Living into the Church’s Moral Witness through Radical Discipleship with Rev. Amy Coles 
leading this spiritual study. The study based on the book Pushout:  The Criminalization of Black Girls in 
Schools will be led by different facilitators. Both of these books are on our reading program list and count as 
two books. They would both make excellent book studies for your unit.  

Our annual district meeting will also be virtual on August 28th at 2 pm. We have new officers to elect and the 
program will be on Just Energy For All which is the second issue United Methodist Women is focusing on dur-
ing this quadrennium. We have to go beyond recycling. Join us and learn something new about how you can 
help. The other issue is the school to prison pipeline.   

Put the Conference Annual Celebration on your calendar for September 11-12, 2021. The conference team 
has worked really hard to make these events wonderful opportunities to join with sister UMW members and 
to be enriched. Hopefully, we can all be together soon in person. Some are meeting in 
person now and I believe  you can do this safely though carefully. We need each other so 
reach out however you can and connect with your sisters.  

Thanks for all that you are doing and do not despair. God is leading us in the direction He 
wants us to go.  

To His Glory, 

Debbie Ray, (acting) SM District President  (wsray@charter.net) 
569 Country Club Drive, Waynesville, NC 28786, (828-400-3499) 

wnccumw.org
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PURPOSE OF  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The organized unit of UNITED METHODIST WOMEN shall be a com-

munity of women whose purpose is to KNOW GOD and to experi-

ence freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries of the church. 



MISSION EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION:   

Our Mission Response Center, Terrell, NC has indicated that they have a good supply of UMCOR 
Kits at this time and the greater need is for Project Agape.  Armenians served by Project Agape 
have been involved in war with Azerbaijan who is trying to take the land and has forced relocation 
of the Project offices and warehouses while forcing Armenians from their homes.  The NC Confer-
ence and WNC Conference are the only Conferences that partner with Project Agape.  Our District 
UMW is also supporting Alliance Center for Education in Charlotte (formerly Bethlehem Center) 
and Brooks-Home in Asheville.  Perhaps one of these missions will really speak to your heart, 
since we are not collecting UMCOR Kits and this is a way we can help. 
 
Brooks-Howell Home can use Checks and/or Gift Cards.   Gift Cards can be mailed to Brooks-
Howell, Deaconess Tracey Owens, Activities Director, 266 Merrimon Avenue, Asheville, NC 28801 
 
Alliance Center For Education needs: Puzzles (25-100 Pieces), Glitter Pens, Glitter Glue, Sidewalk 
Chalk, Painting Kits, Disinfectant Wipes, First Aid Kits, Small Unfinished Wooden Jewelry Boxes & 
Frames ($1 at Dollar Tree) and Checks (Pack items in boxes and label contents on the outside of 
the box).  Checks should be payable to the District UMW Treasurer. 
 
PROJECT AGAPE:  School Supplies: #2 Pencils, Colored Pencils, Hand-held Pencil Sharpeners, 
Erasers, School Scissors.  Remove packaging from all items.  Pack School Supplies in plastic 
shoe boxes and place them in larger boxes. 
Also needed for Project Agape: 
 New Blankets - any size 
 New Children's winter clothing - sizes 2-14, especially boy's clothing 
 New Children's Shoes - all sizes:  Toddler 3-10, Little Kids 10.5, 13.5 & 1-3; Big Kids 3.5-7. 
Donors are asked to pack blankets and clothing in separate boxes and label the boxes on the out-
side.  Shoes can be left in their original box if available; if not, pack new shoes in boxes. 
 
If you are sending a Check to Brooks-Howell, Alliance Center, or Project Agape, please make the 
check to the UMW, put the name of the project on the Memo Line and mail to Judy Bromley, 
Smoky Mountain District Treasurer, 336 Maple Leaf Lane, Clyde, NC 28721. 
 
Units are to report to Beverly Bard or Sonya Kotila, ME&I Coordinators. the estimated value 
(rounded to nearest dollar) of items donated and also the total amount of checks or Gift Cards do-
nated. 
 
Supplies are to be delivered to Beverly Bard at 1892 Plott Creek Road, Waynesville, NC and for 
the Western part of Smoky Mountain District to Murphy 1st UMC, by September 15, 2021.  Please 
contact Esther Manchester, 828-226-7481 if you are bringing supplies to the church. 
 
Any help provided will be greatly appreciated.  Thanks for staying strong and supporting the mis-
sion work of the UMW. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this, do not hesitate to call me - Beverly Bard, 828-646-
7558. 
 
Beverly Bard,  Acting Coordinator of Mission Education & Interpretation 
1892 Plott Creek Road, Waynesville, NC 28786 
828-646-7558 or bevandrog52@gmail.com 
 
Sonya Kotila, Coordinator of Mission Education & Interpretation 
828-507-0298 
 

mailto:bevandrog52@gmail.com


VIRTUAL 
Mission u 2021 

 

Two Mission Studies, 
Various Dates / Times 

 
Passionate about mission? Love to learn? 

Want to engage with others who are? 
Then Mission u is right for you! 

 
Check out all of the possibilities, 

and join us! 

For further details, check out:   

Mission u 2021 | WNCC United Methodist Women (wnccumw.org)  

2021 Schedule & Registration 
Dates Study / Times / Study Leaders Registration Links 

2021 Spiritual Growth Mission Study – Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living 
Into the Church’s Moral Witness through Radical Discipleship 
You can purchase the study book for $10.00 at either the United Methodist Women Mission Resources 

Store, or on Amazon. 

July 15-18, 2021  Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom (Full Time Class) 

Study Leader:  Rev. Amy Coles, Assistant to the Bishop 

Class Sessions:  Thursday, 6 pm – 8 pm; Friday, 6 pm – 8 pm; Saturday, 10 am – 1 

pm; Sunday, 3 pm – 5 pm 

Class size: Unlimited! Invite your friends!  

Click here to Register for 

Bearing Witness in the 

Kin-dom  

2021 Issue Mission Study – Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in 
Schools 
You can purchase the study book at Amazon, (also available for Kindle). 

July 19-22, 2021  Pushout (Full Time Class) 

Study Leaders: Carolyn Payne & Rev. Leon Morrow 

Class Sessions: Monday thru Thursday, 6pm – 8pm each evening 

Class size: Limited to 35 persons  

Click here to Register for 

Pushout (July 19-22)  

July 23-25, 2021  Pushout (Full Time Class) 

Study Leaders:  Renee Hayes & The Honorable Denise S. Hartsfield 

Class Sessions:  Friday 6 pm-8 pm, Saturday 10 am-2 pm, Sunday 3 pm-5 pm 

Class size:  Limited to 35 persons  

Click here to Register for 

Pushout (July 23-25)  

July 31, 2021  Pushout (Overview Class) 

Study Leaders:  Joyce Irby & Kathy FitzJefferies 

Class Session:  Saturday: 10 am – 2:30 pm 

Class size:  Limited to 35 persons  

Click here to Register for 

Pushout (July 31)  

August 1, 2021  Pushout (Overview Class) 

Study Leaders:  Laquetta Barbee & Renee Hayes 

Class Session: Sunday: 3 pm – 7:30 pm 

Class size:  Limited to 35 persons  

Click here to Register for 

Pushout (August 1)  

https://wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2021/
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53499
http://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53499
https://www.amazon.com/Bearing-Witness-Kin-dom-Churchs-Discipleship/dp/195250113X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1621696520&sr=8-1
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021BearingWitnessintheKindom
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021BearingWitnessintheKindom
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021BearingWitnessintheKindom
https://www.amazon.com/Pushout-Criminalization-Black-Girls-Schools/dp/1620973421/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=pushout&qid=1621698984&sr=8-1
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021PushoutA
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021PushoutA
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021PushoutB
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021PushoutB
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021PushoutC
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021PushoutC
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021PushoutD
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/VirtualMissionu2021PushoutD


A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER:   

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we are so blessed to be a part of this group of women, with a 

vision of “turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children, and youth around 

the world.” 

Even during these very challenging times, United Methodist women continue to do so much for the 

nation and the world.  In the Smoky Mountain District, we have started this year off strong, even 

though we are still not meeting together physically.  We just need to maintain our 

support because the work continues, no matter what else is happening in our 

communities, etc.  Thank you again for helping to make this a great organization! 

Judith Bromley, SMD Treasurer (judithbromley7@gmail.com)  

OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH ARENA 

I hope this newsletter finds everyone well, and more comfortable about getting out among people 

again. Even though the last months have not always been easy, I recognize that I have been blessed in 
many ways, and this time has presented many opportunities to learn and reflect. I recognize that as life 

gets busy again, that I need to evaluate my priorities. Lisa Beth White, our speaker for the Conference 
Spiritual Growth Retreat, reminded us that sometimes our normal needs to be interrupted. 
 

I hope that many of you were able to participate in the Conference Spiritual Growth weekend. It was-
n’t the same as being at Lake Junaluska, but it gave us little tastes of the lake, and it was very well 

done. We have certainly learned a lot about using media. If you were unable to participate, or if like 
me, you missed some workshops, you can view videos of worship sessions and workshops on the Con-

ference UMW YouTube Channel. If you created a WHOVA account, you can view them there. You 
might find that some of the workshops could be used as circle or unit programs. You will find those 
videos at: 

United Methodist Women - Western North Carolina Conference - YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYo0CvnM1UBMe4nYNO6Gm6g/videos 

 
Amy Coles, who was once our District Superintendent, will be leading the Spiritual Growth Study for 

this year’s Mission U. Since this will also be a virtual event, you won’t have to travel all the way to 
Misenheimer (Pfeiffer University). I am looking forward to hearing Amy speak again, as she gave the 
message for one of our district’s Day Apart. You will find information about Mission U and both stud-

ies on the WNCC UMW website at: 
Mission u 2021 | WNCC United Methodist Women (wnccumw.org) 

https://wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2021/ 
 

Carol Harper, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

828-349-3228 or cgh2arper@gmail.com  

mailto:judithbromley7@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYo0CvnM1UBMe4nYNO6Gm6g/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYo0CvnM1UBMe4nYNO6Gm6g/videos
https://wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2021/
https://wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2021/
mailto:cgh2arper@gmail.com


2021 Virtual WNCC Annual Celebration 
September 11, 2021 – 2:00pm – Special Guest Speaker, Business Session, District Celebration 

September 12, 2021 – 2:00pm – President’s Message, Memorial Service 

ONLINE – Via Zoom 

Special Guest Speaker:  Cindy Johnson, Deaconess, Rio Texas Conference 

President’s Message:  Julia Willis, Conference President 

 

Virtual Annual Celebration 2021 Registration: 
Online Registration will OPEN August 10, 2021: 

We invite you to participate in and give generously to our 2021 Conference Love Offering,  
A Gift to Mission in honor of our members’ Faithful Commitment to Mission Giving,  

through good times and pandemic times 

2021 VIRTUAL DISTRICT  

ANNUAL CELEBRATION 

 

Go to  Annual Celebrations 2021 | WNCC United Method-

ist Women (wnccumw.org)  and find our Smoky Mountain section.  

Register via the link for this event by Zoom.  You can also down-

load various forms and information from this section and DO-

NATE to the Smoky Mountain District Love Offering.  Or you can 

mail a check to your District Treasurer, made payable to United 

Methodist Women, and designated as District Love Offering.  (SM 

District Treasurer, Judy Bromley,  336 Maple Leaf Lane, Clyde, 

NC 28721).   The form for submitting “Nominations from the 

Floor” can be found on the following page.   

https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/LoveOfferingUMW
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/LoveOfferingUMW
https://wnccumw.org/districtcelebrations2021/
https://wnccumw.org/districtcelebrations2021/




MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE AND OUTREACH 

As we affirm the purpose of our organization on a regular basis, we remind ourselves that an 
important part of our purpose is to “expand our concept of mission through the participation 
in the global ministries of the church.”  There is no better way, I believe, to do this than to 
stay informed and the best way we have of doing that is to read, read, read.  Read response 
magazine and read the recommended books on the UMW Reading List for a greater under-
standing of the issues our world is facing.  One such book is entitled “Hospitable Planet: 
Faith, Action, and Climate Change.”  The author is Stephen A. Jurovics.  Mr. Jurovics com-
bines his knowledge as an Engineer along with his love for the scriptures (especially those 
Jesus studied, referred to as the law in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuterono-
my) to address the “ecological crises” we are in today. 

The book is presented in three different parts with the first part establishing God’s crea-
tion and what he expects from humankind in return for his good gift.  About 45 percent of 
the book is used to illustrate what God intended when he gave humankind dominion over the 
earth.  Part 2 deals with taking action at the national level and Part 3 challenges us to take 
action, individually and in our local communities. 

True.  Climate change has become a political issue; but long before it became a political issue, 
it was an issue for us as human beings in our covenantal relationship with our God.  We forgot 
to stay in relationship with God.  We forgot to honor that sabbath day that was set aside for 
us to rest our bodies and our souls.  In our quest for food, we became hardened in our treat-
ment of animals and we have only to drive past the slaughtering houses in the midwest to wit-
ness the ill treatment of beef cattle or pass a huge truck on the highway loaded with chick-
ens packed in small spaces unable to breathe, resulting in many dying before reaching their 
destination, as a result.  The list continues.  Please read this book.  It will change your life! 

Mr. Jurovics ends his book with the following statement for us to pon-
der, “Our descendants would never forgive our choosing expediency 
over preserving a hospitable planet.  When people driven more by faith 
than science join forces with those driven more by science than faith, 
their union will form the Environmental Rights Movement that will sta-
bilize the earth’s climate and preserve God’s creation.” 

Esther Manchester 
Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 
828-226-7481 or ehm1@yahoo.com 

Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United  Methodist women treasurer. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on our  web-
site at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 Text  Legacy150 to 41444 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo  and mail to:  United Methodist Women, Treasurer’s Of-
fice, 15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and other 
forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a gift like this, 
contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

mailto:ehm1@yahoo.com
http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund


THE EVOLVING WORLD OF PROGRAM  RESOURCES: 

The reading program will span two years instead of one, but some new books have been added for 
2022.  The list is available on the United Methodist Women website under Reading List.  I would like to 
share two titles from each category that caught my eye.  

Education for Mission 
 FIND JESUS AT THE BORDER 
 ONE DRESS, ONE YEAR 
Leadership Development 
 BECOMING  - MICHELLE OBAMA 
 HIDDEN FIGURES: THE AMERICAN DREAM AND THE UNTOLD STORY OF BLACK WOMEN MATHE 
  MATICI ANS WHO HELPED WIN THE SPACE RACE 
Nurturing for Community 
 BECOMING GRANDMA: THE JOYS AND SCIENCE OF NEW GRANDPARENTING by Leslie Stahl 
 THE HOUSE ON LOWELL STREET (A Novel) 
Social Action 
 THE GIRL WITH SEVEN NAMES 
 SEPARATED BY THE BORDER; A BIRTH MOTHER, A FOSTER MOTHER, AND A MIGRANT CHILD'S 
  3,000-MILE JOURNEY 
Spiritual Growth 
 GLIMPSES OF HEAVEN: GOD'S GIFTS OF GRACE IN DAILY LIFE 
 THE TIME IS NOW: A CALL TO UNCOMMON COURAGE 

I'm anxious to order some of these books on the 2022 list and to get busy reading!  I 
hope you will, too. 
 

Gail Powell, Program Resources 
gailpowell@bellsouth.net 
828-627-6154 
828-507-4556 (cell) 

As your Legacy Team Energizer I was inspired by these words from our International president 

‘Anise ‘Isama’u in the 2021 July/August edition of Response magazine. 

     “Our prophetic foremothers laid for us a foundation for mission.  Some of that legacy was financial.  

Some of it was spiritual.  And some of it was organizational.  They’ve left a legacy in us.  We’re weaving 

our own journey and our own response to the call of God into their story.  We’re now building a legacy for 

daughters … for nieces, granddaughters, grand nieces, goddaughters and women we’ll never meet. 

     Will we do what we are called to do today?     

     It’s about connection:  To God, to one another, to the needs of women, children and youth in the 

world, to our Purpose, to our past. To our future.  It’s a great time to be a part of United Methodist Wom-

en! 

     Our foremothers dreamed it so that we could achieve it.  It’s now our time to dream 

bigger dreams and continue the legacy.  The dreams we dream today lay the founda-

tion for the women coming after us.  If we dream it, surely they will achieve it.” 

Read Anise’s full message in this month’s Response.  I feel this as encouragement to 

continue supporting our Legacy Fund until we have reached our goal. 

Sincerely,  Julie Leatherwood 

leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com or 828-421-1913 

mailto:gailpowell@bellsouth.net
mailto:leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com




LET’S KEEP THE COMMUNICATION OPEN AND CURRENT! 

We are halfway through 2021 already!  This newsletter goes out via email to as many individuals as 

possible, and we use the US Postal Service for the rest.  If one of your officers is not receiving this 

document, please let me know so I can correct that. 

If you have a change in officers or email and addresses throughout the year, please let me know so 

we can keep our Roster current and our mailings focused.  Please also include your pastor(s) name

(s) and contact info as he/she is also considered a member of our UMW.   

Special Note to Pastors:  If you don’t have an active UMW unit in your church, please at least post 

this newsletter or pass it on to some of the women in your congregation.  Thank You! 

If you’d like any of the flyers in this newsletter sent individually to you for use in your unit, just let 

me know and I will send them on to you. 

This publication can be helpful to all your members so forward it to your entire 

group or make copies and pass it out.  If you have any questions or feedback, don’t 

hesitate to contact me by email: smdcommcoor@gmail.com or by phone:  (850) 

428-3636.   

Thanks!    

Nancy Jo Willis, SMD Communications Coordinator 

God has a history of using the insignificant 

to accomplish the impossible. 

* * * * * * 
And Jesus looking upon them saith, 

With men it is impossible, but not with God: 

For with God all things are possible.  —  Mark 10:27 

mailto:smdcommcoor@gmail.com


Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2021 

SMD UMW CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
 
August 28   SMD Annual Meeting – Virtual by Zoom; 2:00—4:00 pm 
 
November 20  Leadership Training/Missions Festival – TBA; 9 am – 12 noon 
 
 

WNCC UMW CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
 
July  15-18   Mission u -  Virtual by Zoom 
 
September 11-12  WNCC UMW Annual Celebration – Virtual by  Zoom 
 
October 2 & 9  Ubuntu Day of Service at various locations 
 
October 23   Leadership Development - TBD 


