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From Your President: 
As we zoom in to a new year, I want to tell you how much I appreciate your faithfulness to United Methodist 

Women. It was a difficult year to say the least. However, I know that you stayed in mission and remained 

supportive of your sisters and  your communities. United Methodist Women are adaptive and ready to face 

challenges. Thank you for being creative and loving. 

Now we face a new year. What will it look like? To add to the strangeness of living with the COVID virus, we 

are living with divisiveness in our churches, our communities, and our families. It is a confusing and frighten-

ing time. Disagreements there will be but we can be civil and listen to each other.  I believe we need to re-

member our UMW purpose and continue to reach out to all those women and children who need our support. 

Continue with your pledges. Even if you are not meeting, you can send your pledge to your unit treasurer. 

This is more important than ever as we look to ways to support missions. Women in poverty in our country, 

as well as around the world, need our help. Let’s not let them down. 

 We know that we will continue with virtual meetings for the next few months. Conference Spiritual Growth 

Retreat and Mission u have already been cancelled for in-person events for 2021. God finds a way though. 

The virtual participation for some events in 2020 were increased over our in-person events in prior years. We 

are reaching women. What can you do to increase participation in our district events? The district team is al-

ways open to any suggestions. When vaccines are available but we are still not able to meet in person, can 

you help to facilitate your unit’s participation? How can your unit not just survive but thrive in this time? I will 

be getting the vaccine when it becomes available to me. I hope you are considering this too. Of course, we 

will continue to take the steps necessary to stay safe.  

Our mini-mission u will be on March 6th and 13th , facilitated by Barbara Campbell. This will be a co-study with 

Blue Ridge District. Many of you know Barbara and know that she is passionate about UMW. Are you pas-

sionate too and doing everything you can to support this wonderful organization? Information is found in this 

newsletter and I hope you will participate and encourage others to do so too.  

I encourage you to go to the national website at unitedmethodistwomen.org and click on the census icon. 

This is a survey of UMW units to help us look at the future of the organization. It has ques-

tions and please answer those you can.  

Stay safe but stay engaged. It’s too easy to become isolated. Put your faith in God and 

know that He has a plan for your life. Please reach out if you need help. 

In His Service, 

Debbie Ray, (acting) President  (wsray@charter.net) 

569 Country Club Drive, Waynesville, NC 28786, (828-400-3499) 

unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:wsray@charter.net


WHAT’S IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

THAT I’D BE INTERESTED IN? 

Page 1—A message from our District President, Debbie Ray. 

Page 2—A Table of Contents...so you can find the things you really want to find first!...plus our 

PURPOSE. 

Page 3—Information about  Mini Mission u for 2021.  This study will be done by Zoom over two Sat-

urdays and will center on the book “Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission.”   

Page 4—Eyes on Mission Education & Interpretation, an update on Project AGAPE and a note from 

our Treasurer. 

Page 5—A listing of our 2021 Smoky Mountain District United Methodist Women’s Executive Team 

with contact information. 

Page 6—2020/2021 Vision & Goals 

Page 7—Spotlight on Spiritual Growth and Social Action Plan on Economic Justice 

Page 8—Economic Justice is Part of All That United Methodist Women Does. 

Page 9—Notes on Membership, Nurture & Outreach and Hey There...Let’s Talk. 

Page 10—The Ever Changing World of Program  Resources. 

Page 11—Notes on the Legacy Fund. 

Page 12—2021 Conference Events 

Page 13—2021 Annual Sampler Order Form 

Page 14—Calendar of events/activities/studies in 2021. 

PURPOSE OF  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The organized unit of UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN shall be a community of women 

whose purpose is to KNOW GOD and to expe-

rience freedom as whole persons through Je-

sus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries 

of the church. 



Instructions for our Mini Mission u  
and other Zoom events. 

 
Video: Joining a Zoom Meeting 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-meeting
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-meeting


MISSION EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION:   

I’m thrilled to announce that Sonya Kotila, of Love’s Chapel in Sylva, has accepted the position of 
Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation.  I will be training Sonya for this position this 
year.  Sonya is always in attendance at our District Meetings and Conference Events.  I’ve held 
this position for the past ten years. 

Update on Project AGAPE—Project AGAPE is a collaborative effort we have shared (Western 
North Carolina Conference) with the North Carolina Conference partnership with Armenia for the 
past 27 years.  The war lasted for 44 days between Armenia and Azerbaijan; the peace agree-
ment worked out and turned over territory to Azerbaijan.  Four hours before the ceasefire, a clus-
ter bomb hit the hill adjacent to the playground of the AGAPE Center in Berdzor, breaking all the 
windows and doors of the Guesthouse, Christian Education Center, and the Staff House, causing 
significant damage to the AGAPE Center’s property. 

Project AGAPE was able to find a big warehouse in Goris, and all the inventory of the AGAPE 
Center and humanitarian aid were moved.  It is estimated that over 100,000 people will be dis-
placed by this war.  They were able to distribute the Christmas Shoe Boxes, humanitarian aid and 
other supplies.  Project AGAPE is needed in Armenia and Artsakh as much as it was 27 years 
ago. 

Please let me know if Sonya or I can be of any assistance to your unit. 

 

Beverly Bard, Acting Mission Coordinator for 

Education & Interpretation 

1892 Plott Creek Road, Waynesville, NC  28786 

828-646-7558  OR  bevandrog52@gmail.com 

My job is to take care of the possible 

and trust God with the impossible. 

* * * * * * 
And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: 

For thou, Lord, has not forsaken them that seek thee. 

Psalm 9:10 

A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER:  2020 was a difficult year but we were able as United 

Methodist Women in the Smoky Mountain District to have some really good results in our giving to mis-
sions.  We were able to make 87% of the pledge goal even though units were not meeting.  We have 22 
of the 29 units who were able to give in all five channels of undesignated giving.  Some of these units 
even gave more than they had budgeted.  Praise God that they were able to give in such a time.  Re-
member all of the ways we as UMW have been blessed and have been able to help 
the more unfortunate.  We were also able to give to the Legacy Fund over $2,727.  
This is also an accomplishment in these times.  We also gave $2,503 to the call to 
prayer.  These are some things to be excited about and I hope to encourage you to 
see that we can still make a difference. 

Judith Bromley, SMD Treasurer (judithbromley7@gmail.com)  

mailto:bevandrog52@gmail.com
mailto:judithbromley7@gmail.com


  
 



 



SPOTLIGHT ON SPIRITUAL GROWTH: 

Greetings and Happy New Year to all of you! 

I know  we all  hoped that we would be returning to meeting in person this year; but, if 

you have looked at the calendar, you will see that our events will continue to be via Zoom.  

We are blessed to have among our leadership ladies that are tech savvy enough to keep us 

going.  I hope you will participate in these events, if you are able.  Remember, you can also 

listen in by phone.  If you have any questions about how to participate, please don’t hesi-

tate to reach out to the district leadership team. 

Since we did not have Day Apart last year, we will include memorials for both 2019 and 

2020, so please send me or Debbie Ray names for both years.  This year’s Day Apart will 

be on Saturday, May 1st, beginning at 10:00 am.  Our guest speaker will be Martha Efird, 

former conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator.  I think you will find Martha to be an in-

spiring speaker.  I hope to “see” you there! 

 

Carol Harper, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

101 Everett Rd, Franklin, NC 28734 

828-349-3228 or cgh2arper@gmail.com 

SOCIAL ACTION PLAN:  ECONOMIC JUSTICE 

United Methodist Women will focus on two issues for the next 4 years:  Just Energy 

for All and Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline.  Of course, many of our issues 

intersect.  Low wages and poverty impact so many women; who do not have access 

to quality health care, quality education, safe housing, or transportation.  When the 

minimum wage remains $7.25 an hour, that explains why so many women work 2 

and 3 jobs to provide for their families.  Economic justice is and shall remain a part 

of United Methodist Women concerns.  The picture in the following article was taken 

at a rally for a living wage assembly in 2018.  I was there.  The article helps to ex-

plain how our issues are connected. 

Debbie Ray, Acting Social Action Coordinator 

(828) 400-3499 or wsray@charter.net  

mailto:cgh2arper@gmail.com
mailto:wsray@charter.net




HEY THERE...LET’S TALK:  We try to send this newsletter out to officers of all SMD UMW units, using 

email wherever possible, and snail mail for the rest.  If one of your officers is not receiving this document, 

please let me know so I can correct that.  This publication can be helpful to all your mem-

bers so please remember to forward it to your entire group or make copies and pass it out.  

If you have any questions or feedback, don’t hesitate to contact me by email:  

smdcommcoor@gmail.com, or by phone:  (850) 428-3636.  Thanks!    

Nancy Jo Willis,  Communications Coordinator 

310 Cassady Ln, Murphy, NC  28906 

MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE AND OUTREACH 

Happy New Year to United Methodist Women of the Smoky Mountain District. As we wade into a new 
year we are not oblivious to the unrest around us. We are keenly aware of the discontent that is 
bearing down upon us in our homes, our communities, our country and our world. With televisions 
blasting, we are witnesses to crimes in our streets, mistreatment of our brothers and sisters, a pan-
demic that is taking the lives of our friends and loved ones, a failing economy and what is described 
by some folks as a spiritual decline. But where does all this leave us, we who profess to be followers 
of Jesus  Christ? Does it make us weaker or does it make us stronger? Do we give up or do we stand a 
little straighter and move on? 

In the year just past many of our UMW units were unable to meet together on a regular basis and all 
of us mourn that loss but very few “threw in the towel and gave up.”  No, almost everyone I have spo-
ken with are making plans for the year ahead and creating new ways of staying connected with each 
other while supporting missions in their local communities and across the globe. As I think of the year 
ahead of us I am hopeful that we will consider some of the following ways to be in mission: 

         1.  Continue to stay connected to each other either by phone, notes, zoom or face to face.  In                   
   other words hold on to your present membership with one hand as you add to your numbers 
   and reach out to your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family members with the other. 

         2. Gatherings by zoom. For those uncomfortable with using zoom, providing help so no one gets 
             left out. 

         3. Each United Methodist Woman commit to adding one new member during 2021. 

         4. Commit to supporting our mission projects, through the pledge of funds, as we have always 
   done in the past. 

         5. Consider adapting a theme song for gatherings: I suggest page 383 in our hymnal or any hymn 
   your group likes that expresses hope. 

 
“This is the day of new beginnings, 

Time to remember and move on,  
     Time to believe what love is bringing 

 Laying to rest the pain that's gone. 
 

For by the life and death of Jesus, 
God's mighty spirit, now as then, 

        Can make for us a world of difference, 
     As faith and hope are born again”........ 

Esther Manchester 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 
828-226-7481 or ehm1@yahoo.com 

mailto:smdcommcoor@gmail.com
mailto:ehm1@yahoo.com


THE EVER-CHANGING WORLD OF PROGRAM  RESOURCES: 

I have ordered the following books for the Smoky Mountain District 
 

 Education for Mission 
  GUM MOON 
  A ROAD CALLED DOWN OF BOTH SIDES 
  THE UNSTOPPABLE GARRETT MORGAN 
 

 Leadership Development 
  SPEAKING WELL 
  CINDERELLA:  LIBERATOR 
  RISE:  FROM CAGED BIRD TO POET OF THE PEOPLE, MAYA ANGELOU 
 

 Nurturing for Community 
  THE BIRD BOYS 
  A LIVING GOSPEL 
 

 Social Action 
  FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 
 

 Spiritual Growth 
  BEYOND LONELINESS 
  ONE DAY I WROTE BACK 
 

I will have these books available whenever we have an in-person meeting. 
 

Two of these books I highly recommend are GUM MOON and RISE:  FROM CAGED BIRD TO POET OF THE 
PEOPLE.   
 

GUM MOON is a novel based on a true story.  It tells the story of a 3-year old Chinese American girl who was 
sold to a cruel brothel keeper.  This story takes place in San Francisco starting in 1898.  The story follows the 
young girl’s life through many world events that were happening in the early 1900’s. 
 

RISE is a youth book that is beautifully illustrated, telling the story of Maya Angelou’s 
life.  If you have grandchildren or teach a children’s or youth class, it would be suitable 
to read to them.  It is also a bonus book for the Leadership Development category. 
 

Gail Powell, Program  Resources Coordinator 

(828-507-4556 or gailpowell@bellsouth.net) 

Lake Junaluska Pfeiffer University 

mailto:gailpowell@bellsouth.net


Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United  Methodist women treasurer. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on our  web-
site at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 Text  Legacy150 to 41444 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo  and mail to:  United Methodist Women, Treasurer’s Of-
fice, 15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and oth-
er forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a gift like 
this, contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund






Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2021 

SMD UMW CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
 
March 6 & 13   Mini Mission u – Virtual by Zoom; 9:30 am – 12:00 noon 
    This is a co-mission study with Blue Ridge District. 
    Study on “Women United For Change: 150 Years in Mission” 
 
May 1    “Day Apart” – Virtual by Zoom; 10:00 am – 12:00 noon 
 
August 28   SMD Annual Meeting – Virtual by Zoom; 2:00—4:00 pm 
 
November 20  Leadership Training/Missions Festival – TBA; 9 am – 12 noon 
 
 

WNCC UMW CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
 
June 18-19   Spiritual Growth Retreat – Virtual by Zoom 
 
July  15-18   Mission u -  Virtual by Zoom 
 
September 10-12  WNCC UMW Annual Celebration – Virtual by  Zoom 
 
October 2 & 9  Ubuntu Day of Service at various locations 
 
October 23   Leadership Development - TBD 


