
 

October 2020 

From Your President: 
It has been a difficult few months as we all try to navigate our new normal. However, I know you all 
have taken to heart our UMW purpose. You have been supporting each other, taking care of each 
other, and reaching out to others in your communities. You are worshipping in new ways and attend-
ing UMW district events using technology some of us had to learn in order to participate. United 
Methodist Women have always risen to challenges and we will face many more.  

Be informed and educated about the issues and candidates. Don’t forget to vote as each vote is crit-
ical. I hope you filled out your census form so YOU will be counted and encouraged everyone you 
know to fill out their forms as well. We may not always agree but we respect each person ’s right to 
vote. Encourage female friends, sisters, grand-daughters, nieces to join UMW as we can make 
more impact by a large group of women advocating for women and children. Let ’s advocate locally 
as well to make our children our #1 priority.  

I hope by now you have accessed the conference Spiritual Growth Retreat and that you know you 
can access the conference Annual Celebration on the web site too. The conference teams try very 
hard to provide speakers that will be interesting and uplifting. Deaconess Cindy Johnson is a speak-
er for Annual Celebration. Close your eyes and you can pretend we are at Lake Junaluska celebrat-
ing together. The conference web site is wnccumw.org. You need to register for events using that 
site. 

Also, on the conference web site is the information about our district missions festival/leadership de-
velopment on November 14th. I hope everyone who reads this letter will register to participate. The 
district team is working on ways to make this an informative, fun, and spiritual event.  The year -end 
forms that the units will need will be available on this site too. Please plan to return the year -end 
forms to me by December 1st.  

Please donate what you can to UMW through your local unit. Your pledges support the missions 
that are so important to women and the children they love.  

The current issue of Response has several articles about how we can be good neighbors. We are 
making masks and soap, holding virtual teas and love feasts. Check out Cindy Johnson ’s Wonder 
Woman apron that was part of an apron drive at a migrant camp. Physical dis-
tance won’t change our being good neighbors.  

We continue to pray for each other, for those impacted because of Covid, and our 
country. See you on November 14th if not before. If you have questions or needs 
please contact me. 

Debbie Ray, (acting) President  (wsray@charter.net) 

569 Country Club Drive, Waynesville, NC 28786, (828-400-3499) 

wnccumw.org
mailto:wsray@charter.net


WHAT’S IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

THAT I’D BE INTERESTED IN? 

Page 1—A message from our District President, Debbie Ray.  

Page 2—A Table of Contents...so you can find the things you really want to find first! 

Page 3—Information about  Mission u for 2020.  This study will be done by Zoom over four eve-

nings and will center on the book “Finding Peace in an Anxious World.”  WOW...what a perfect book 

for this year!!! 

Page 4—UMW Local Unit 2020 Mission Study  Report (Complete and submit  this report to our  Dis-
trict President once you know who, in your unit, attended this Mission Study.)  

Page 5—Information about our Leader Development Day for individuals in all districts (Saturday, 

November 14th at 10:00 am).  We’ve called this our “Missions Festival” for the last few years.  Yes, 

it will be different this year, but still fun and worthwhile.  

Page 6—Spotlight on Spiritual Growth 

Page 7—Notes on Membership, Nurture & Outreach and Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund.  

Page 8—Eyes on Mission Education & Interpretation plus  a “NEWS FLASH/PRAYER REQUEST!” 

Page 9—The Ever Changing World of Program  Resources.  

Page 10—2021 Annual Sampler Order Form  

Page 11—Notes from Your District Treasurer and Social Action Plan: Climate Justice.  

Page 12—One Issue Under Climate Justice. 

Page 13—Flyer on our 2020 Conference Love Offering (It’s never too late to donate to this very 
worthy cause!) 

Page 14—Leader Development Day for District Officers and Can We Talk?  

Page 15—2020 Mission Today Unit Guidelines—Revised due to COVID-19. 

Page 16—Calendar of remaining events/activities/studies in 2020.  

PURPOSE OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The organized unit of UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

shall be a community of women whose purpose is to 

KNOW GOD and to experience freedom as whole per-

sons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, sup-

portive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries of the 

church. 



Mission u Spiritual Growth Study: 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World 

Study Leader:  Sandrea Williamson 
Music provided by Catherine Ritch 

October 26-29, 2020  7:00-8:15pm 

Virtual Online Study via Zoom Meeting 
Online registration for the Zoom Meeting is OPEN.  

We also expect to live stream each session on our YouTube page. 

Please read the text book: Finding Peace in an Anxious World, 

continue to pray and sign up for the study.  

Finding Peace in an Anxious World resource page on the United Methodist Women website 

The book is available in paperback ($10.00) from the UMW Mission Resources E -Store, 

and also as a Kindle book ($5.95). 

At this time of COVID-19 we are surrounded by much uncertainty and anxiety all over the world.  We 

are not able to  “Pass the Peace” at our houses of worship, our children are not able to attend school, 

so many lives have been lost and many are facing economic uncertainty.  Across the country there 

are marches everyday demanding justice and calling for police reform following the deaths of George 

Floyd, Breonna Taylor and others.   The stress level for many of us is at an all-time high.  Sandrea will 
lead us through the study using the Serenity Prayer as a guide to help us de-stress and refresh so 

we may continue to live out our Purpose as United Methodist Women. 

God, Grant me the Serenity 
To accept the things I cannot change 

Courage to change the things I can 

And the Wisdom to know the difference 

Author: Reinhold Niebuhr 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-anxious-world
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53481
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-anxious-world
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/shopping_product_detail.asp?pid=53481
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088JK9JSY


 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Local Unit 2020 Mission Study Report 

 
 

District __________SMOKY MOUNTAIN___________________________________ 
 
Unit Name __________________________________________________________ 
 

Report Completed by _________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone ____________________     Office in UMW___________________________ 
 
Virtual Mission u__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name of Study:   FINDING PEACE IN AN ANXIOUS WORLD 
 
# Attended  _______________  (Attendees must have attended all 4 of the 1-hour sessions to count.) 
 

District Mission Study:   N/A for Smoky Mountain   _____________________________________ 
(Only fill out if another district’s study was attended.) 
 
___________________________________________  ______________________________ 

Name of Study        District Where Held 
 
(Local) Sub-Groups, Circles, Fellowship Reports *______________________________________ 
 

Name of Study:       # Attended:   # Hours: 
 
______________________________________________ _______________  __________ 
 

______________________________________________ _______________  __________ 
 
Children or Youth Mission Study Report *_____________________________________________ 
 

Name of Study:       # Attended:   # Hours: 
 
______________________________________________ _______________  __________ 
 

______________________________________________ _______________  __________ 
 
* Remember that to count as a Mission Study, programs must be National Mission Study Topics 
and be a minimum of four (4) hours. 

 
Return this form to your District President, Debbie Ray at wsray@charter.net  

OR 569 Country Club Drive, Waynesville, NC 28786 



In our efforts to care for the safety and well being of all of our members, we have planned a  virtual All District Leader 
Development Day for Local Unit Officers, Circle Chairs, and other leaders for 2020. Mark this page as the place you can 
get complete information about Leader Development plans for ALL EIGHT districts. We all look forward to the day when 
we can again gather safely in person! 
Using Zoom Meeting, we will have a brief gathering time with all eight districts together, and then divide into breakout 
Zoom Meeting rooms by District. Handouts by District should be available below by November 9th.  

Registration is required for these free Zoom meetings, and registration is now OPEN. Just click on the Zoom Registra-

tion button below. Register TODAY! 

  
 

Smoky Mountain 
 

Saturday 

November 14, 2020 

10:00 AM 

Available Downloads 

 

Training handouts 

2020 Report Forms 

(This district choice can be 

found at  

https://wnccumw.org/

districts/

lddlocalunitofficers2020/ 

Instructions 
for our Leader 
Development 

Day 
 

Video: Joining a 
Zoom Meeting 

YOU can do this! 

Click Here to Register for All District Leader Development Day 2020  

Select your district to 
get complete handout 

information. 
 

Handouts and  
Reports should be 

available by  
November 9th. 

HEY LADIES!  This event is what we have been calling our Missions Festival for the last few years.  It 

definitely will not  be as easy to do “hands-on mission projects” this year  but we still have some great ide-

as about what we can share and do together!  This event is open to any UMW individual who would like to 

attend so register soon so you can be sure to end up in the Smoky Mountain District breakout room!  

https://wnccumw.org/districts/lddlocalunitofficers2020/
https://wnccumw.org/districts/lddlocalunitofficers2020/
https://wnccumw.org/districts/lddlocalunitofficers2020/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-meeting
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUlcu6urDIiGdCG6QJ5xgPFVXNCYETwv7tQ


SPOTLIGHT ON SPIRITUAL GROWTH: 

You may have read in the September/October issue of Response magazine about the prac-

tice of the Moravian Love Feast in early Methodism, when clergy were not available to ad-

minister Holy Communion. Today, there is some differing thought about celebrating the 

sacrament virtually, as it has been the denomination’s official interpretation that The Holy 

Mystery be practiced in-person and administered by clergy. As in the early church, The 

Love Feast offers a non-sacramental lay-led “opportunity for refreshment and renewal and 

Wesleyan expression of community.” The early Love Feast or agape-meal, usually the shar-

ing of bread and water, recalled the meals shared among Jesus and his followers. You will 

have an opportunity to share in a Love Feast with your Smoky Mountain District UMW sis-

ters at the virtual Leadership Development Event on November 14th.  

I also encourage you to participate in the virtual Mission-U Spiritual Growth Study based 

on the book Finding Peace in an Anxious World, which takes place nightly October 26 – 

29th. You can register at the WNC Conference UMW’s website (wnccumw.org). You will al-

so find recordings of Annual Celebration and the Spiritual Growth Event: “For Such a Time 

as This,” as well as a number of other useful resources and links. 

I look forward to the time we can gather together again in person, but in the meantime, 

stay connected, stay safe, and feel free to contact your district team at any 

time! 

Carol Harper, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

101 Everett Rd, Franklin, NC 28734 

828-349-3228 or cgh2arper@gmail.com 

The secret of  contentment is the realization 

that life is a gift not a right. 

* * * * *  

But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing  

into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 

I Timothy 6:6,7 

mailto:cgh2arper@gmail.com


Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United  Methodist women treasurer. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on our  web-

site at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 Text  Legacy150 to 41444 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo  and mail to:  United Methodist Women, Treasurer’s Of-

fice, 15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and other 
forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a gift like this, 

contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE AND OUTREACH 
“God calls ordinary people to do extraordinary things “ 
 
Recently Deacon Marji Hill, a United Methodist Woman, at Murphy First United Methodist 
Church provided the Sunday morning sermon using Judges Chapters 4 and 5 as a scriptural 
base. She spoke of how God used Deborah to bring about change for His people. Her sermon 
resonated with me as many of our local UMW units are making leadership changes for 2021 
during the month of October.  For the past 151 years God has called ordinary women to do 
His work and under His direction that work has proven to be extraordinary as reported  in 
the March/April issue of Response Magazine. And it all began with eight women who started 
a movement that today has a following of more than 800,000 women. They heard God's call 
and, to paraphrase the prophet Isaiah, answered, "Here I am. I will do it.” 
 
We are all familiar with the saying that “God has no hands but our hands. He has no feet but 
our feet to do his work. “I  remind myself and you that God uses our voices as well as our 
hands and feet. So, when your UMW sister uses her voice to invite you to accept a leadership 
role in your local unit or district  will you prayerfully accept the challenge, 
knowing that whoever has held that position in the past, will be by your 
side to help when needed. In so doing you will help to assure that United 
Methodist Women  will  be  carrying on this important work for another 
151 years. 

Esther Manchester 
Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 

828-226-7481 or ehm1@yahoo.com 

http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
mailto:ehm1@yahoo.com


MISSION EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION:  PRAYER REQUEST!! 

I received an Email from Nara Melkonyan, Director of PROJECT APAGE, Dated September 27, 
9:31am stating: 

Early this morning, the Azerbaijan military has launched a missile and serial cross-border attack 
on Artsakh.   The attacks were launched along the entire length of line of contact.   The civilian 
settlements are being shelled in a plethora of cities and villages, including the capital of Stepa-

nakert.   Peaceful people are under bombardment, including children and elders.   The entire 
responsibility of the situation lies with Azerbaijan's military-political leadership. 

URGENT!  one of the drones flew over Berdzor and was hit over the mountains overlooking the 

AGAPE Center and the Children's Home.  WE ASK FOR YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS FOR 

THIS AWFUL CONFLICT TO RESOLVE QUICKLY AND PEACEFULLY!   Nora  

I ask that you share this information with your UMW and Congregation.  Please put PROJECT 
AGAPE on your Prayer Requests that this conflict will end peacefully. 

Note:  Last October Nora was able to visit North Carolina and Western North Carolina Confer-
ences 

I want to thank the Units that brought used and new clothing for Project Agape and UMCOR Hy-
giene Kits to my house.  I will deliver them to Groce UMC in Asheville when the Conference has 
the pickup for Project Agape. 

MISSION STUDY UPDATE  Since gathering together is still not possible, the Conference has a 
solution - it will be virtual.  The study will be "Finding Peace in an Anxious World", edited by Erin 
James-Brown.  The study will be offered each evening at 7PM,   October 26-29th.  Sandrea Wil-
liamson will be our leader, she is also the Northern Piedmont District UMW President. Registra-
tion for the study will open on October  1, 2020 on the Conference Website (https://wnccumw.org/
events/mission-u-2020).  

If you do not have the Study Book, you can order it from United Methodist Women for $10, via 
umwmissionresources.org or telephone 1-800-305-9857. 

Continue to be in prayer for our nation and for our world. 

Please let me know if I can be of any assistance to your unit. 

 

Beverly Bard, Acting Mission Coordinator for 

Education & Interpretation 

1892 Plott Creek Road, Waynesville, NC  28786 

828-646-7558  OR  bevandrog52@gmail.com  

https://wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2020
https://wnccumw.org/events/mission-u-2020
http://umwmissionresources.org/
mailto:bevandrog52@gmail.com


THE EVER-CHANGING WORLD OF PROGRAM  RESOURCES: 
 

Due to the pandemic I have missed seeing and sharing the program resources at the in-

person events.  As we end this 2020 calendar year and embark on 2021, we will need to de-

pend on going online to obtain our reading books and our program books and prayer calen-

dars.  Shipping is so expensive that it would be good if units could share and combine their 

orders. 

The program book KNITTED TOGETHER FOR GOD’S WORK is available from the Mission Re-

source Center for $10.  The 2021 Prayer Calendar is available for $14.  However, shipping is 

expensive if you order only one.  Those who purchased the 2021 Annual Sampler have al-

ready received the program book.  You will need to order the 2021 Sampler to get the Prayer 

Calendar.  If you are interested in having me order the program book and the prayer calen-

dar, let me know and if I have as many as six orders, I will order them so that the shipping 

would be much less. 

The United Methodist 2021-2022 Reading Program booklet is available at United Methodist  

Women—2021 Reading Program for downloading.  All the books for 2021-2022 are listed 

with a short summary about each one under the five reading categories = Leadership Devel-

opment, Social Action, Mission for Education, Nurturing for Community and Spiritual 

Growth.  The reading program has been set up to cover two years. 

I still have books that I ordered for last year along with five copies of our  mission study for 

2021, WOMEN UNITED FOR CHANGE.  Contact me at 828-507-4556 or gailpow-

ell@bellsouth.net if you are interested.  The best deal I can mention is the 2021 Annual Sam-

pler for $40 (order form on next page). 

Happy Reading for the remainder of 2020.  John Wesley said, “It cannot be 

that the people should grow in grace unless they give themselves to read-

ing.  A reading people will be a knowing people.” 

 

Gail Powell, Program  Resources Coordinator 

(828-507-4556 or gailpowell@bellsouth.net) 

Sometimes we are so busy adding up our troubles 

that we forget to count our blessings. 

* * * * * * 
I will remember the works of the Lord; surely I  

will remember thy wonders of old.  I will meditate 

 also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings.  

Psalm 77:11,12 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
mailto:gailpowell@bellsouth.net
mailto:gailpowell@bellsouth.net
mailto:gailpowell@bellsouth.net




 A NOTE FROM YOUR DISTRICT TREASURER: 

During the pandemic everything has changed the way we do things in our everyday lives, but as United 

Methodist Women we must not let it change our support of women, children, and youth around the world 

through Mission Giving. The first half of 2020 Smoky Mountain District has been able to give to Undesignat-

ed Giving $16,120.33 (Five Channels of Giving), and the third quarter the amount was $6,227.70. We are 

about $4,000 behind our numbers from last year.  It is not an impossible amount to make up. It is clear that 

not being able to meet has made an impact on our giving. Keep in contact with each other by phone, email, 

or any way you can to encourage each other in spirit and to give as generously as they can to meet their 

Pledge to Mission. If your unit has not made a pledge, it is not too late.  Write this information on a note, on 

the Remittance Form, or email the pledge to me. Just make a pledge. 

We support many missions around the world, but also in the US.  Some of the missions close to home in-

clude the two Bethlehem Centers, Bennett College for women, and Pfeiffer University.  Think about the 

problems occurring in the US because of the pandemic.  How much worse would it be in a country where 

people do not have the resources that we have.  What we do for women, youth, and children around the 

world can make a difference. 

2020 Financial Goal for the Western NC Conference of the United Methodist Women is to Increase unit 

pledge giving by at least $5.00 per member. 

Judith Bromley, District Treasurer 

828-734-5512 

Judithbromley7@gmail.com 

 

SOCIAL ACTION PLAN:  CLIMATE JUSTICE 

Our 4th priority and the one I would like to highlight today is Climate Justice. With 
wildfires and hurricanes, I believe we have to address climate justice NOW. Some 
cities have set a goal to be carbon neutral by a future date. Do not let our govern-
ment weaken our air or water quality regulations. We want our grandchildren to be 
able to breathe and not fear drinking a glass of water. I have included an article 
about some United Methodist Women who testified and urged stronger Air Quality 
Standards. For further information visit the unitedmethodistwomen.org website and 
click on Latest News & Releases and learn about a Global Methodist Movement . 

Debbie Ray, Acting Social Action Coordinator 
(828) 400-3499 or wsray@charter.net  

mailto:judithbromley7@gmail.com
unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:wsray@charter.net


 ONE ISSUE UNDER CLIMATE JUSTICE: 





CAN WE TALK? 
1. Have you changed your email address recently?  If Yes, please let us know at 
smdcommcoor@gmail.com. 

2. Have you added email to your list of communication tools?  If Yes, please let us 
know. 

3. If you’ve stopped using email as a means of communication,  please let us know that also.  Why?  So we 
can still send you the newsletter and keep  you informed. 

4. NOTE TO ALL SMD UNITS:  When you  submit your updated unit officer lists at year end to Debbie Ray, 
our President, would you please  also  send me a copy so I can  make sure your mailing roster is current. 

5. This publication can be helpful to all your members so forward it to your entire group or 

make  copies and pass it out. 

6. If you have questions or feedback, please contact me at smdcommcoor@gmail.com or 
850-428-3636.  Thanks!  

Nancy Jo  Willis, SMD Communications Coordinator  

310 Cassady Lane, Murphy, NC 28906 

ATTENTION ALL DISTRICT OFFICERS!!  This meeting is for us...whether you 

are currently in an office or taking one over in January.  This will be a Zoom 

training meeting where we all gather together at the beginning and then go in-

to breakout rooms for the different positions...Pres., Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Spiritual Growth, Membership/Nurture/Outreach, Mission Educa-

tion & Interpretation, Social Action, Communications, Nominations, Program 

Resources.  You must register for this event as follows: 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZwscuCqpzsuGtYoOxTACXnVpPukUaN8Ffnb  

This will be a great opportunity to share ideas, learn new things, brainstorm 

projects, etc.  Mark your calendars now for Leader Development Day, Satur-

day, October 24th (10:00 am to 12:30 pm). 

mailto:smdcommcoor@gmail.com
mailto:smdcommcoor@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwscuCqpzsuGtYoOxTACXnVpPukUaN8Ffnb
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwscuCqpzsuGtYoOxTACXnVpPukUaN8Ffnb




Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 

Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

2020 

WNCC—UMW Calendar of Events 

Oct. 10   UBUNTU Day of Service (Cancelled, but you can send gift cards or  

    schedule your own local UBUNTU Day!) 

Oct. 24   Leadership Development Day for All District Officers via ZOOM (Pg. 14) 

Oct. 26-29   Mission u Spiritual Growth Study via ZOOM; 7:00-8:15pm nightly (Pg. 3) 

 

SMD-UMW Calendar of Events 

November 14  Leader Development Day for Unit Officers & Members—All Districts via  

    ZOOM (We will begin together and then break out into district rooms.) 

    See Page 5 for details and to register. 

 

 


