
Blue Ridge District United Methodist Women’s 2020 Annual Meeting 

Moving Beyond 150 Years through 

Celebration
Webinar on August 31, 2020 

7PM 

In our efforts to care for the safety and well-being of all of our members, we are planning virtual 
Conference and District Annual Celebrations for 2020. We will be using Zoom Webinar, on 
wnccumw.org. 

We all look forward to the day when we can again gather safely in person, and experience the 
joy of that wonderful supportive community of United Methodist Women that is a part of every 
Annual Celebration 

The love offering is: 
A Gift to Mission Honoring and Affirming Clergywomen: 

Past, Present, and Future 

In memory of our
Blue Ridge

District President
Mrs. Fran Jordan 
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The Purpose of United Methodist Women 

 
United Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose purpose is to know God and 

to experience freedom as whole persons 

through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 

supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts 

of mission through participation in the global 

ministries of the church. 
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Blue Ridge District 

 
United Methodist Women 

 

Annual Meeting Agenda 

 

August 31, 2020 

 

Zoom Webinar 

  
Welcome and Announcements   Gwen Harris, Blue Ridge District Interim President 
 
Invocation      Joanie Strohm 
      WNCC United Methodist Women District Advisor 
      Blue Ridge District  
       
Business Meeting 

 
Call to Order     Gwen Harris, Blue Ridge District Interim President 
 
Treasurer's Report/2021 Budget   Linda Johns, Blue Ridge District Treasurer 
 
Report of Nominations and Elections   Delores Meadows, Blue Ridge District Nominations Chair  
 
Election of 2021 Officers    Gwen Harris, Blue Ridge District Interim President 
 
Recognition of Outgoing Officers   Delores Meadows, Blue Ridge District Nominations Chair 
 
Installation of Officers   Barbara E. Campbell, Blue Ridge District Historian 
 
Legacy Fund     Dixie Liggett, United Methodist Women 
       Program Advisory Group 
 

Close Business    Gwen Harris, Blue Ridge District Interim President 
 
Prayer Calendar     Tracey Owens, Blue Ridge District MEI Coordinator 
 
Devotion      Lucy Earls, Blue Ridge District MC Spiritual Growth 
 
Remembering Fran Jordan    Jo Pyatt, Blue Ridge District Secretary 
 
Offering      Linda Johns, Blue Ridge District Treasurer 
 
Benediction     Gwen Harris, Blue Ridge District Interim President 
 
We are grateful to Julia Willis, Lynne Gilbert, and the entire Western North Carolina Conference United 

Methodist Women Executive Committee for orchestrating our Blue Ridge District Annual Meeting as a Zoom 

Webinar.   
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2019 Blue Ridge District President's Annual Report  
Theme for 2019 "Celebrating 150 Years of United Methodist Women 

 
Our year started on a sad note when the District received word that we lost Frances Womack Yelton, 95 years of 
age, on February 11 at her home in Rutherfordton, NC. Frances was a life long member of Gilboa United Methodist 
Church and became the sole member of the local unit there at Gilboa, making her pledge and contributing to other 
channels of giving. Mrs. Yelton's dedication and example of what service one person could accomplish was 
discussed at the March 2, 2019 District Executive meeting. We voted to name the Blue Ridge District Scholarship to 
the Conference Annual Meeting "The Frances Yelton Scholarship" in honor of this remarkable lady.  
 
On a happier note, birthday cakes and celebrations of our 150 Years of United Methodist Women were held 
throughout the District this year. I had the pleasure of being invited to many and will never tell all the calories I 
consumed.  
 
"Celebrating 150 Years of United Methodist Women through Prayer" was the theme of the District Prayer 
Breakfast held at Central United Methodist Church in Asheville March 23, 2019. Central UMW went above and 
beyond providing extras that made the commemorative Prayer Breakfast successful. Wonderful hostesses and a 
wonderful breakfast. Over 200 were in attendance. Deaconess Tracey Owens was the guest speaker. Her topic: 
"Pray Without Ceasing." The Love Offering was A Gift to Mission Celebrating 150 Years of United Methodist 
Women in Mission.  
 
"Celebrating 150 Years of United Methodist Women Through Study" was the theme of the District Mission Study 
held at St. Paul's United Methodist Church in Asheville May 11, 2019. Study Leader was Lay Missioner Steve Taylor. 
Study was "What about Our Money? A Faith Response." The Love Offering was a gift to Mission Giving in honor of 
Steve Taylor. Thanks to St. Paul's UMW for serving as hostesses and providing a wonderful lunch and morning 
refreshments.  
 
"Celebrating 150 Years of United Methodist Women Through Faith, Hope and Love in Action" was the theme of the 
District Annual Meeting held at East Marion United Methodist Church in Marion August 24, 2019. Deaconess 
Barbara E. Campbell was the speaker. Her topic was "Celebrating 150 Years of United Methodist Women." The 
Love Offering went to Ministries for Women, Children and Youth Around the World. The East Marion UMW and 
men of the church provided a wonderful breakfast.  
 
"Celebrating 150 years of United Methodist Women Through Leadership and Advocacy" was the theme of the 
District Leadership training held at Fletcher United Methodist Church in Fletcher November 2, 2019. Barbara E 
Campbell led a segment entitled "Easy Programs for Busy People" and Jeanette Byrd demonstrated how to 
correctly prepare UMCOR kits. The Fletcher UMW were wonderful hostesses and provided delicious morning 
refreshments.  
 
The District saw a new circle formed at Givens Gerber Park, part of Skyland UMW and Ebenezer United Methodist 
Church's UMW re-united. Hendersonville First combined three circles into one for strength.  
 
The Blue Ridge District exceeded the Pledge to Mission goal of $82,000.00 to almost $92,000.00. What an 
achievement to each of you. Thank you for your hard work making a difference in the lives of women, children and 

youth all over the world. You are "Amazing United Methodist Women."  
 
Fran Jordan, Blue Ridge District President 
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Blue Ridge District United Methodist Women 

 

2019 

 

Units Contributing in Five Channels of Giving 

 

Addie’s Chapel  
Bald Creek  

Black Mountain  
Central (Asheville)  

East Marion  
First Marion  

Fletcher  
Mills River  

Moore’s Grove (Hendersonville)  
Mt. Hebron  
Oak Grove  

Oakley  
Piney Mountain  

Pleasant Hill (Marion)  
Reeve’s Chapel  

Saluda  
Skyland  

Snow Hill (Morganton)  
St. Paul’s  

Thermal City (Union Mills)  
Weaverville 

Windom (Burnsville) 
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Blue Ridge District United Methodist Women 

 
2019 

 

Mission Today Units  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hendersonville First 
 
Mills River   
   
Moore’s Grove  
  
Oak Grove 
     
Oakley   
   
Piney Mountain   
 
Saluda 
 
Skyland 
 
St. Paul’s    
 
Weaverville   
     
Windom                                 
 

 

Abernethy 
 
Addie's Chapel  
     
Bald Creek    
 
Biltmore   
    
Black Mountain  
    
Central    
 
Columbus/Tryon  
    
Concord    
 
East Marion    
 
Fletcher    
 
Gilkey   
     
Groce 
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Blue Ridge District United Methodist Women 

 

2019 

 

Reading Program Participants 
 

 
 
 

Church Plan I Plan II Plan III Plan IV Children & Youth 
Abernethy 4     
Bald Creek 1     
East Marion 1 2    
Fletcher 4     
Montmorenci 2     
Moore’s Grove 6     
Oak Grove 3     
Skyland 2     
St. Paul’s 3 1 2 1  
Weaverville 2     
Totals 28 3 2 1  
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Blue Ridge District United Methodist Women 

 

2019 

 

Justice Today Report 
 

 
Gold Unit signifies the unit met 6 or more of the Justice Today actions. 

 
Silver Unit signifies the unit met 4 or more of the Justice Today actions. 

 
Bronze Unit signifies the unit met 2 or more of the Justice Today actions. 

 
      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Units  Silver Units Bronze Units 
 

Bald Creek 
Biltmore 

Moore's Grove 
Oak Grove 
St. Paul's 

Weaverville 
   
    

 
Addie's Chapel 
Black Mountain 
Pleasant Grove 

Windom 

 
Avery's Creek 

Balfour 
Central 

Columbus/Tryon 
East Marion 

First Rutherfordton 
Oakley 

Piney Mountain 
Saluda 
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Blue Ridge District United Methodist Women 

 

2019 

 

Mission Study Report 
 

 The following units participated in mission studies: 
 
         
    
 

Church Study Type Attendance 
 
Addie's Chapel 
Avery's Creek 
Bald Creek 
Biltmore 
Biltmore 
Black Mountain 
Central 
East Marion 
Marion First 
Marion First 
Oak Grove 
Oakley 
Piney Mountain 
Saluda 
St. Paul's 
St. Paul's 
St. Paul's 
Weaverville 
Weaverville 
 

 
Mission u 
Mission Study 
Mission Study 
Mission Study 
Mission u 
Mission Study 
Mission Study 
Mission u 
Mission Study 
Mission u 
Mission Study 
Mission Study 
Mission Study 
Mission Study 
Mission Study  
Mission u 
Mission Study 
Mission Study 
Mission u 
 

 
SCM 

U 
D 
D 

SCM 
D 
D 

SCM 
D 

SCM 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

SCM 
U 
D 

SCM 
 

 
4 
6 
1 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
3 
3 
12 
1 
2 

 
Total Churches 14 Total Attendance 56 

 
 
 
SCM: School of Christian Mission, D: District, U: Unit, C: Church 
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Important Dates for 2020 
 

Blue Ridge District UMW Events for 2020 
 

October 10  Ubuntu Day of Service - various locations 
November 14  District Leadership Development Day - Groce UMC 
 

Western North Carolina Conference UMW Events for 2020 
 

September 26-27  2020 Virtual Annual Celebration 
October 24  Leadership Development Day - St. Luke's UMC, Hickory  
TBA   2020 Virtual Mission u (Study Book - Finding Peace in an 
   Anxious World) 
 

 

Legacy Fund  
 

The Legacy Fund, as everyone surely knows by now, is an endowment fund whose aim is to 
assure the continuation of ministries with women, children, and youth, worldwide, in the next 
150 years. 
 
Our Conference and the Blue Ridge District have been Legacy Fund leaders, a tradition we need 
to continue because the future of United Methodist Women must continue.  Below are all the 
ways you can contribute: 
 
 

• Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United Methodist Women treasurer. 

• Use our Western North Carolina Legacy Fund Commitment Form 

• Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund 

• By phone: 800-278-7771 (8 am-6pm EST, M-F)  

• Text Legacy150 to 41444 

• By check: note “Legacy Fund” in memo and mail to: 

United Methodist Women, Treasurer’s Office 15th 

Floor, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 

• Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, 

bequests, and other forms of planned giving. If you 

are interested in making a gift like this, contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 
 

https://wnccumw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Legacy-Fund-Commitment-Form-WNCC-Revision-20171220.pdf
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
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