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From Your President: 
Wow! Last year flew by and I hope you received a blessing from all that UMW was able to accomplish. I know local units 
are active and busy, but I hope you will plan to participate in district and conference events as well. They help us grow and 
stretch our faith. Our mission study event is just around the corner. See information about this in this newsletter. Last year 
we celebrated 150 years in mission. Since I believe UMW will be around another 150 years, we need to think about what 

that 150 years will look like.  

Remember to promote programs and prayers around our 4 top priorities for this quadrennium: climate justice, maternal & 
child health, mass incarceration & criminalization of communities of color, and economic inequality. Do your programs and 
missions reflect our values? Included in this newsletter are the conference goals and vision for 2020. As a local unit you 
may have additional goals. We have included a copy of the new Mission Today criteria. With three levels (gold, silver, 
bronze), I believe every unit will be a Mission Today unit. That’s a goal we can all strive to achieve and is a goal for the 
district. We met our conference goal for 2019 of increasing our giving to Gift to Mission by $3000 and I encourage you to 
try to reach the financial goal for 2020 of each member increasing your pledge by $5. For me, that may be giving up a 

snack that I don’t need anyway, which would accomplish two goals; helping women and children and my health. 

Our evaluations for our mission festival in November were very positive. Please share any ideas you have for what we 
might include in 2020. Thank you to those who have sent in their year-end reports and if you have not done so yet, please 
move it to the top of your to do list. You should have received the forms in your packets in November, but if mis-placed 
just let me know. Another district president shared that a member said she put her forms under the Christmas tree so she 
would be sure to find them. I need to remind you that each unit is requested to complete the UMW national census on the 
UMW web site. That site is www.unitedmethodistwomen.org; look for Census 2019. If you don’t have a computer, you can 
have someone help you complete this. It’s due by March 30th and the national office would like to know more about the 

local units.  

I encourage you to invite your shepherdess to your local unit. We would be happy to provide a program or answer ques-
tions or just visit with you. If your unit is not meeting, we will visit on Sunday, come for your fundraiser or special event, or 
enjoy having lunch with you. If you invite a conference officer to come, you should know that your unit is responsible for 
their mileage. Plan a visit to the Mission Response Center in 2020. I promise it will be an eye-opener for you. See what 

happens to your UMCOR kits after they leave your unit. Beverly Bard can help you plan this. 

Please include general conference that will take place in May in your daily prayers. There is a lot of 
concern and confusion surrounding the United Methodist Church right now but nothing will be de-
cided until May. The proposal you are hearing about to separate the church is talking about a way 
to move forward without dissolving the church. It is a proposal. Since UMW is made up of women 
from many denominations, I believe we will continue as the strong women’s mission organization 
we have always been. You can watch a panel discussion about the proposal at https://youtu.be/

YyK6ZGAWVQw. Stay informed as your church family will look to you for leadership. 

Stay strong sisters and remember God is in control. See you around the district and let me know how I can help you. 

Debbie Ray, President  (wsray@charter.net) 
569 Country Club Drive, Waynesville, NC 28786, (828-400-3499) 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
https://youtu.be/YyK626AWVQw
https://youtu.be/YyK626AWVQw
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Women of Smoky Mountain District UMW: 

Sometimes I have just thought about what we do in missions on a large scale.  However, I am think-

ing that we should also realize that the individual woman or child is the one we can focus on.  Our 

reading program has many books to help us realize the effect that one person, one unit, or one 

church could have on a  person.  Can we be the hands and feet of Jesus for one person?  Yes.  

Whether it is time spent with that person or funds given.  This is what UMW is all about.  Because 

we are a group of many women, we are reaching not just the one person, but many people. 

We have learned to appreciate many cultures, pray for many needs, and help in so many ways.  

Please remember that we as a group have been able to do so much.  In 2019 we were able to send 

money for undesignated pledge funds and meet a goal.  Also, we were able to send $4,498 to the 

Legacy Fund to continue the missions into  the future.  Let us continue to make a difference in 2020. 

The Prayer Calendar and Response are a MUST for knowing: 

• Where our money goes 

• Learning about our missionaries 

• Communicating with retired missionaries/deaconesses 

• National Office Annual Report (usually June issue) 

• Mission Giving maps (usually Sept issue) 

Articles about people/places funded with Mission Giving have the symbol     at the end of the 

article. 

Judy Bromley 

Smoky Mountain Treasurer 

828-734-5512 or judithbromley7@gmail.com 

This month’s CALL to SOCIAL ACTION is brought to you by Debbie Ray: 

There are happenings in the district and I want you to be aware of them.  As women who care deep-

ly about children and their families, you make things happen. One of our priority issues this year is 

maternal & child health. There is a new literacy initiative in the district promoted by WNC Congrega-

tions 4 Children encouraging school/church partnerships. There are reading tutors in Haywood 

County, summer literacy camp in Swain County, summer feeding programs, backpack food pro-

grams, and serving as guardian ad-litems. We help provide cribs so babies have a safe place to 

sleep and provide equipment & clothes that young mothers need. There is also a new conference 

task force forming to offer training in how to advocate for children at the levels where decisions are 

made that affect children and their families (state, county & local). We advocate for mothers too. Did 

you know that the US is the only developed country that had an increase in maternal mortality rates- 

26.4%? We have to speak out in support of funding for maternal mortality review committees and 

implement recommendations in hospitals and communities. How else are you promoting this priority, 

not only here but worldwide? Remember pledge dollars are mission dollars.  

mailto:judithbromley7@gmail.com


SPOTLIGHT ON SPIRITUAL GROWTH! 

Greetings to all new and returning Spiritual Growth Coordinators (SGC’s)! Your willingness to serve 

is appreciated! I l look forward to seeing you at district and conference events, and I hope you will 

seek me out and introduce yourself. 

If you are still a little uncertain what your role is as SGC, simply put, you are an encourager and an 

educator.  United Methodist Women offers many spiritual growth resources and opportunities, and it 

is your job to learn about them and promote their use. Are your units and circles using the Prayer Cal-

endar at meetings by lifting up mission staff who are celebrating birthdays that day, and the mission 

focus of the day? You could also suggest your members send a card or email to a mission staffer 

whose birthday is the same as (or near) theirs. Do your meetings include a short devotion?  Is your 

unit including spiritual growth topics in their programs (check your program book, Response bible 

studies, spiritual growth reading program books, mission studies, etc.)?  Are you attending, and en-

couraging your members to attend,  district events like Day Apart, Mini-Mission U, Mission Festival 

(which included a spiritual growth session), and conference events like Spiritual Growth Retreat and 

Mission U (always includes a spiritual growth study). Doing many of these things meets a Mission 

Today Unit criteria, but more importantly, is a practice of “intentional faith development.” 

I am excited about this year’s district Day Apart, which will be Saturday, April 25th at Canton 

First UMC. This year’s speaker will be Martha Efird of the Metro District.  Martha just completed 

her term as Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator.  She did a wonderful job, and has been re-

sponsible for some really great Conference Spiritual Growth Retreats.  I have heard her lead some 

very inspirational devotionals at Mission U, and I am looking forward to hearing her message at Day 

Apart. I know it’s a sacrifice to give part of your Saturday out of your busy lives, but I hope you will 

see it as worthwhile, as I do, to spend some time “apart” and be inspired, worshipping together, and 

connecting with all the wonderful sisters of the Smoky Mountain District.  I look forward to seeing 

you there! 

P.S. If you have photographs of women we will be memorializing during our Day Apart service, 

please send them to me. I will accept digital format or hard copy (even photo cop-

ies), but digital would be best. If you can’t scan, maybe someone in your church or 

family could assist you. Feel free to contact me if I can be of any assistance. 

Carol Harper 

101 Everett Rd, Franklin, NC 28734 

Cgh2arper@gmail.com 

PURPOSE OF  
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The organized unit of the UNITED METHODIST WOMEN shall be a community of women 

whose purpose is to KNOW GOD and to experience freedom as whole persons through 

Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

mailto:Cgh2arper@gmail.com


Book Nook….Do you have UMW reading program books in your unit? If you have all 

read them, how about bringing them to a district event and we will share with our sisters. 
Read a good one; tell us about it!     — Debbie Ray, SMD President 

MEMBERSHIP CHALLENGES FOR 2020 
Just about everywhere I go in my world of United Methodist Women I hear the same la-
ment, “Our membership is so low and I don’t know what to do to change that.”  Our purpose, 
which most of us review each time we meet, holds the key to having a vibrant United Meth-
odist Women’s Organization.  It bids us to “develop a creative, supportive fellowship.” 

As the coordinator of Membership,  Nurture and Outreach I want to challenge each UMW 
Unit in the Smoky Mountain District to seek one person in each unit to concentrate on invit-
ing women to become a part of United Methodist women.  Will you do that?  When you find 
someone willing to serve in that capacity, please let me know the person’s name and contact 
information so that we may explore ways to work together toward building up your member-
ship. 

A few points to keep in mind are: 

 Remember one does not have to be a member of the United Methodist Church to belong 
to UMW.  So consider inviting your friends, family members, co-workers, teens (our fu-
ture), etc.  Studies show that it takes on the average of seven invitations before a person 
agrees to become a member of UMW. 

 Invite a potential member to a special event and offer to pick  her up. 

 When a new member joins, find a job for her that is important for which you really need 
her help.  Putting together UMCOR Kits is just one example.  Or, ask for her help  when 
you are hosting UMW. 

 When someone indicates a desire to become a member, give her a few items that let her 
know what the organization is all about, e.g. we have a flyer put together by Nancy Jo 
Willis, our Smoky Mountain District Communications Coordinator, that is entitled “We are 
Women with a PURPOSE.”  A copy can be sent to you upon request.  A copy of another fly-
er called “United Methodist Women:  It’s Your Time,” commemorating the first 150 years 
as an organization.  A copy of “The Five Channels of Giving,” a daily devotional guide such 
as “The Upper Room,” and anything else you feel is appropriate (maybe a few Hersey’s 
Kisses). 

We often hear it said or say it ourselves, “Today is the first day of the 
rest of your life.”... a great reminder to make today count for something 
good.  This, then, is a reminder to you and your group of UMW that 2020 is 
the first year of our second 150 years and we want to make it even better 
for those who follow after us.  Let that be our legacy! 

Esther Manchester 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 

828-226-7481 or ehm1@yahoo.com 
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Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United  Methodist women treasurer. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on our  web-
site at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 Text  Legacy150 to 41444 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo  and mail to:  United Methodist Women, Treasurer’s Of-
fice, 15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and other 
forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a gift like this, 
contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

POINTS FROM A PARLIAMENTARIAN: 

Starting a new year, let us start with something that is essential:  AN AGENDA. 

“An agenda is an outline of a meeting.  It is a list of things to be acted upon or information to be 

given.”  An easy format is as follows: 

 I. Call to Order 

 II. Opening Ceremonies (optional) 

  A. Welcoming Remarks 

  B. Invocation (God First) 

  C. UMW Pledge 

 III. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 IV. Reports of Officers 

  A. Report of the Treasurer 

 V. Report of the Executive Board (if annual meeting) 

 VI. Reports of Standing Committees 

 VII. Reports of Special Committees 

 VIII. Unfinished Business 

 IX. New Business 

 X. Announcement of Program 

 XI. Adjournment 

Robert’s Rules in Plain English, second edition, pages 24 & 25. 

Velma Zeek 

(828) 369-5782 

vzeek56@frontier.com 

http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
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THE EVER-CHANGING WORLD OF PROGRAM  RESOURCES: 

As you know by now, we will no longer have a supply of books from the 
Reading Program available at our district meetings.  All books have to be 
paid  for in advance now so I  will only have a few, if  any.  The guidelines be-
low will tell you how to purchase books in the Reading Program from third 
party vendors.  At meetings I will have a list of the 2020 Reading Program 
books and you can also find the catalog on line at:    
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram.   
 

Gail Powell, Program  Resources Coordinator 

(828-507-4556 or gailpowell@bellsouth.net) 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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LET’S KEEP THE COMMUNICATION OPEN AND CURRENT! 

It’s the start of a new year and we still need updated unit officer lists.  I know most of you have sent 

them on to Debbie Ray, but I would appreciate your forwarding them to me also so that I can update 

the mailing roster for the district newsletter. 

If you have a change in officers or email and addresses throughout the year, please let me know so 

we can keep our Roster current and our mailings focused.  Please also include your pastor(s) name

(s) and contact info as he/she is also considered a member of our UMW.   

Special Note to Pastors:  If you don’t have an active UMW unit in your church, please at least post 

this newsletter or pass it on to some of the women in your congregation.  Thank You! 

If you’d like any of the flyers in this newsletter sent individually to you for use in your unit, just let 

me know and I will send them on to you. 

This publication can be helpful to all your members so forward it to your entire 

group or make copies and pass it out.  If you have any questions or feedback, 

don’t hesitate to contact me by email: smdcommcoor@gmail.com or by phone:  

(850) 428-3636.   

Thanks!    

Nancy Jo Willis, SMD Communications Coordinator 
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Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2020 

WNCC—UMW Calendar of Events 

June 12 – 14   Spiritual Growth Retreat @Lake Junaluska 

July 23 – 26   Mission u @ Pfeiffer University 

Sept. 11 - 13   WNCC UMW Annual Celebration @ Lake Junaluska 

Oct. 10   UBUNTU Day of Service 

Oct. 24   Leadership Development @ Hickory UMC 

 

SMD-UMW Calendar of Events 

March 21   Mini Mission u at Long’s Chapel UMC from 9am – 2pm 

    133 Old Clyde Road, Waynesville, NC  28785 

April 25   Day Apart @ Canton First UMC from 9am – 12noon 

    31 Newfound Street, Canton, NC  28716 

August 22   SMD Annual Meeting @ Ranger UMC from 9am – 12noon 

    156 Ranger Road, Murphy, NC  28906 

November 14  SMD Missions Festival @ Franklin First UMC from 9am – 12noon 

    66 Harrison Avenue, Franklin, NC  28734 

 

SMD UMW Unit Calendar of Special Events (open to all) 

February 15   Racial Justice Program @ Andrews UMC from 9am – 2pm 

    101 Chestnut Street, Andrews, NC 28901.  Potluck lunch. 



wnccumw.org  facebook.com/wnccumw 
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