
 

June, 2019 

 From Your President: 
I am excited as I look forward to our time together at Spiritual Growth Retreat June 13-15. You can go to the 
web site www.wnccumw.org for information about the retreat. There will be sign-ups for the workshops- 
keep checking the web site. The conference team has expanded the retreat in response to requests from 
women just like  you. Come and enjoy. I think we all need this time of spiritual renewal and a chance to re-
member whose we are. Yes, we are United Methodists but first we are each a child of God. There will be 
many opportunities to be with friends and also alone time to be in communion with our God. Please make 
use of this time or any of the number of workshops to help you see your way forward. Many are still strug-
gling with what the future holds for our church. However, I believe United Methodist Women will continue 
to serve our purpose as we have always done. We have had divisions before as our Mission Study Book, 
Women United For Change, about our 150 years tells us. I urge you to order this study book even if you do 
not plan to attend Mission u. Also, the study book, Practicing Resurrection, on the gospel of Mark helps us 
remember that the early church also had struggles. Both of these are excellent studies.  
 
Looking forward to our own District Annual Celebration at Hinton Life Center on August 10th reminds us that 
we are strong together. Being with our sisters we will celebrate our First 150 years. What do we want our 
next 150 years to look like? We will celebrate all that you have accomplished and enjoy a meal together. 
There will be a special program. If you have pictures or history of your unit please plan to bring scrapbooks 
or displays to share. Pictures of your 150th celebrations would be fun too. Remember to send to Judy Brom-
ley, district treasurer, $10 for each of you who will be staying for lunch. I hope some of us will plan a Walk for 
Mission on that day. Dress comfortably for a walk in God’s creation.  
 
Remember there are scholarships available for a first-timer to Mission u, Annual Celebration, or Spiritual 
Growth Retreat. The expenses are paid for some district officers so that may be a possible way for an officer 
to attend an event even if not a first-timer. Our standing rules contain this information or just ask me. We 
have received an application for a scholarship for a youth to attend the youth camp at Mission u. Isn’t that 
amazing? 
 
Continue in strong spirit my sisters, 

Debbie Ray 
569 Country Club Drive 
Waynesville, NC 28786 
wsray@charter.net 
828-400-3499 

REMEMBER...WE ARE CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S 

EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN. 

http://www.wnccumw.org
mailto:wsray@charter.net






Book Nook 
Do you have UMW reading program books in your 
unit? If you have all read them, how about bringing 
them to a district event and we will share with our 
sisters. Read a good one, tell us about it. I just read 
Hope for the Future by Shannon Daley-Harris 
about answering God’s call to justice for our chil-
dren. With questions at the end of each chapter it 
would be a great book study for your unit or a 
small group at your church.  
  — Debbie Ray, SMD President 

MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH: 

It is not too late to register for the Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lake Junaluska June 13-15th.  

Last year’s retreat and speaker were wonderful, and I’m sure this year will be equally inspiring.  Early 

registration is $15, but will be $25 on site.  You may still register room reservations, but the special 2-

day retreat price may not still be available.  For further information and registration see https://

wnccumw.org/events/spiritual-growth-retreat-2019/.  If you don’t have internet access, someone in 

your unit who does can register multiple persons.  Room reservations can also be 

made by phone at 1-800-222-4930.  Group Code: 17882.  The theme is “Thorns and 

Roses.”  There may be a scholarship available for a person who has never attended. 

If you have questions about this event, don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Carol Harper (828-349-3228) or cgh2arper@gmail.com. 

UMW 

Women of Smoky Mountain District UMW: 

We have had a good response with our giving so far this year.  We are over 40% toward our 2019 

goal of $41,000 in undesignated giving.  We have 21 of our 32 churches who have set a pledge as 

a goal to reach for their personal pledge giving.  There is still time to set a pledge and send it to me.  

We have already given $1765 for “Call to prayer and self-denial”.  We have already designated 

$1175 to the “Legacy Fund”.  In addition, we have collected $956 for Chicken Feed which is also 

going to the Legacy Fund.  All these numbers are something to celebrate.  One person cannot do 

what we can do as a group.   

I was reading in the “Response” magazine about a center for children in Alpine, Texas that is fund-

ed by UMW.   That is just another one of the preschool and after school care centers that we sup-

port. I have read about several of them including the Bethlehem Centers nearer to us.  Sometimes it 

just amazes me how many missions like this that we can support because we have the number of 

women who together can make a difference. 

Keep up the good work! 

Judy Bromley 

Smoky Mountain Treasurer 
828-734-5512 or judithbromley7@gmail.com 

HTTPS://WNCCUMW.ORG/EVENTS/SPIRITUAL-GROWTH-RETREAT-2019/
HTTPS://WNCCUMW.ORG/EVENTS/SPIRITUAL-GROWTH-RETREAT-2019/
mailto:cgh2arper@gmail.com
mailto:judithbromley7@gmail.com


A NOTE FROM MISSION EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION: 

Thanks to all of you who brought UMCOR Kits to our Mini Mission u and Day Apart and also delivered to 
my house.  I turned into Clyde Central (Project Agape Pickup) in April = 97  School Kits valued at $1,067 
and 78 Hygiene Kits valued at $936 for a total value of $2,003, plus Shipping & Toothpaste pymts of 
$253.  Grand Total:  $2,056.  THANK YOU so very much for being in mission with our Hands-On Kits 
UMCOR Project and by doing this you complete Criteria #27 of the Mission Today. 

We will continue collecting UMCOR School & Hygiene Kits at our District meetings, as our Hands-On 
Projects.  Please remember to make the check payable to “WNCC-UMW” for Shipping and Toothpaste. 

United Methodist Women:  please join in prayer for everyone affected by all the recent tornadoes and 
flooding in the US; and we pray for all those volunteering, rebuilding and of their time to help others. 

PROJECT AGAPE CHRISTMS SHOE BOXES:  You can bring joy to the children of Armenia by filling a shoe 
box and you can write a personal note to the child and include it in the shoe box.  The fall drop off date 
for Project Agape and Christmas Shoe Boxes is September 24-28 at  Clyde Central UMC (10:00  am to 
1:00 pm).  Please call before you go (828-627-2287).  The updated 2019 Packing List for the Christmas 
Shoe Boxes was given out at our District Day Apart and is included in this publication. 

I will be attending Mission u at Pfeiffer University (July 18-21), in order to make  plans for our District 
Mini Mission u next spring.  The Spiritual Growth Study is “Practicing  Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark 
and Radical Discipleship.”  Our special 2019 study is to celebrate our heritage—”Women United for 
Change:  150 Years in Mission.”  The repeat issue study is “What  About Our Money?  A Faith Re-
sponse.”  Come and join us.  I am happy to report that a youth from my church will be attending the 
Youth Camp at Mission u.  Registrations must be received by July 5th (form in Dis-
trict Newsletter or online).  Come and join us!! 

Please let me know if I can be of any assistance to you and your unit 

Beverly Bard, Acting Mission Coordinator for 
Education & Interpretation 
1892 Plott Creek Road, Waynesville, NC  28786 
828-646-7558  OR  bevandrog52@gmail.com 

PROGRAM RESOURCES CORNER: 
As you may already realize, the United Methodist Women Mission Resources will no longer stock  books 
on the Reading Program lists.  This means that you will no longer be able to order books on the  Reading 
Program lists from the UMW  Mission  Resources.  You will be able to purchase books from Cokesbury, 
Amazon and other major  retailers, often at less cost than offered by Mission Resources.  If you purchase 
from Amazon, the books are shipped free if you are a Prime  member.  If you purchase through the Ama-
zon Smile program,  a donation is made with each order to United Methodist women.  To learn more 
about Amazon Smile,  visit smile. Amazon.com.  (Choose the United Methodist Women in New York, NY, 
to support the national office. 

We are not  able to obtain the Reading Program catalogue that gave brief  descriptions 
of the  books because Mission Resources has discontinued printing them.  Happy Read-
ing!...as you try to figure out the best way to obtain the reading books! 

Gail Powell, Program Resources Chairman (828-507-4556 or gailpowell@bellsouth.net) 

mailto:bevandrog52@gmail.com
mailto:gailpowell@bellsouth.net


PERSISTENCE 

Every Tuesday morning at about 9:30 I’m running out of my front door to meet with a group 

of women (some UMW members, some not).  The main thing we have in common is our 

search of Scriptures and how we can apply it to our  own lives.  Recently, we were studying 

the Gospel of Luke and specifically Luke 11: 5-10, in which Jesus spoke of persistence.  He 

asked the question “Which one of you would go to a friend at midnight, asking for 3 loaves of 

bread, so that you could then serve a friend who was tired from his travels.”  Would the friend 

not tell you, “Are you kidding?  It’s midnight and I’m already in bed.”  Jesus indicates this man 

did not give up so easily and he eventually got the bread that he needed.  Not because of the 

friendship but because he was persistent in his asking.  Is there a lesson here for us in the 

United Methodist Women?  I know that I am guilty of inviting someone to a UMW meeting 

once or twice and then giving up.  We need to be persistent as Christ taught us to be.  It is 

basic to our purpose. 

 

 

Esther Manchester 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 

828-226-7481 or ehm1@yahoo.com 

DON’T MISS OUR  

SMOKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 2019 

9:00 AM TO 12:00  NOON 

HINTON RURAL LIFE CENTER 
      2330 Hinton Center Road 

      Hayesville, NC  28904 

 

We will celebrate all that you have accomplished and enjoy a meal 
together. There will be a special program. If you have pictures or 
history of your unit, please plan to bring scrapbooks or displays to 
share. Pictures of your 150th celebrations would be fun too. Re-
member to send to Judy Bromley, district treasurer, $10 for each 
of you who will be staying for lunch. I hope some of us will plan a 
Walk for Mission on that day. Dress comfortably for a walk in God’s creation.  

mailto:ehm1@yahoo.com


COME ROCK WITH US!  Get all your family, friends, and neighbors to pledge support and come to the Lake 

for rockin’, pictures and fun!  Julie Leatherwood, Your “Energizer” for continuing missions. 



















PROJECT AGAPE CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES:  This mission is supported 

solely by the North Carolina Conference and the Western North Caro-

lina Conference of United Methodist Women.   



Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2019 

WNCC—UMW Calendar of Events 

June 13-15  Spiritual Growth Retreat—Lake Junaluska 

July 18-21  Mission u—Pfeiffer University 

Sept. 13-15   WNCC UMW Annual Celebration – Lake Junaluska 

Oct. 12  Ubuntu Day of Caring 

Oct. 19  Leadership development - Granite Falls 

 

   SMD-UMW Calendar of Events 

August 10  SMD Annual Meeting—Hinton Rural Life Center from 9am  

   to Noon, 2330 Hinton Center Road, Hayesville, NC  28904 

November 16 S.M. Missions Festival– TBD from 9am to Noon  
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