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Our annual District Day Apart is drawing near, and will 
be held on Saturday, April 13th, at Sylva FUMC.  Regis-
tration and breakfast will begin at 9:00 am, with the   service start-
ing at 10:00 am.  We will worship together and continue our celebration of UMW’s 
150th anniversary, celebrating our spiritual legacy.  Linda Kelly, Smoky Mountain District Su-
perintendent, will bring our message and be our celebrant for communion.  If you haven’t had a 
chance to meet her, or hear her speak, this will be a great opportunity.  Our service will also 
include a celebration of the lives of members who passed during 2018.  If you (Spiritual 
Growth Coordinators or Presidents) haven’t sent me names for the memorial portion of the 
service, please do so as soon as possible.   

If you have questions about this event, don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Carol Harper (828-349-3228) or cgh2arper@gmail.com. 

 

Driving Directions for Day Apart (Sylva FUMC, 77 Jackson Street, Sylva, NC) 

From Franklin/Murphy, travel on US 23-441 N; turn right on Bus US-23N/Haywood Rd. (at the Dillsbo-
ro traffic light).  At the first traffic light at Main St. in Sylva, continue straight onto Keener St., turn 
left on Jackson St. and church is on the right. 

From Waynesville, travel west on the Great Smoky Mtns. Expressway (US-23/US-74); take exit 83 on-
to Grindstaff Cove Rd.; continue onto Schulman St. (passing Wells Fargo).  Turn left on Jackson St. and 
church is on right. 

From Bryson City/Cherokee, travel east on Great Smoky Mtns. Expressway; and take exit 83 to Grind-
staff Cove Rd./Schulman St./Jackson St., as in directions above from Waynesville. 

From Cullowhee, travel 107 to W. Main St. which turns slightly right to become Mill St.  Turn left on 
Spring St., then right on Jackson St. and the church will be on the left. 

 Saturday, April 13, 2019 

9:00 AM—12:00  Noon 

Sylvia First United Methodist Church 
77 Jackson Street, Sylva, NC 

REMEMBER...WE ARE CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S 

EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN. 
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From Your President: 
I hope you are all making plans to attend our District Day Apart at Sylva First on April 14th. We will start at 

9:00 am with fellowship time together over sharing a meal or just a cup of coffee.  This service is about hon-

oring our sisters who have gone on to the Church Triumphant. It is also about reflecting on our spiritual jour-

ney as a child of God and our own relationship with God.  Please register for our conference Spiritual Growth 

Retreat to be held June 13-15th at Lake Junaluska. It will be a meaningful time for you, I promise, with time 

for reflection, prayer, communing with God’s world, and enhancing relationships. Registration is only $15 if 

you sign up online. Come with a friend or someone new to UMW.  

This time together at our Day Apart and Spiritual Growth Retreat is especially important following general 

conference. I hope no matter which side of the question about same sex marriage we may be on, we can rec-

ognize that many people felt pain at the result. There will be many who struggle in the coming months with 

their identity as a United Methodist Church member.  I hope and pray that United Methodist Women will 

continue to be a loving, inclusionary sisterhood that can help with healing for our church. Be present, be 

aware, be loving, be reconciling, and be in relationship with one another, as we have much work that needs 

to be done.  Please contact your nurturing partner if you would like help with this, or me if I can help in any 

way. 

Let me know if you have any questions or need help in any way. If I don’t know the 

answer, I will find someone who does. See you around the district. 

Debbie Ray 
569 Country Club Drive 
Waynesville, NC 28786 
wsray@charter.net 
828-400-3499 

SOME OF THE MANY WAYS WE HELP! 

When I think of all the things that the United Methodist Women do, I am amazed.  We all have local projects 
that we help with.  There are so many national projects.  Our funding goes to help in several cities in the US.  
In the areas where there is danger to children waiting to go to school or getting home from school, we fund 
places they can go and be safe.  Bethlehem Center in Chattanooga and Bethlehem Center in Charlotte are 
two facilities that serve over 100 children each. 

This month in the Response magazine I read about a safe house in Hong Kong where women who are do-
mestic workers that are abused by their employers can go to wait for the trials to bring justice.  It is sad to 
know that a very modern city such as Hong Kong has such slavery and what these women go through, but 
it is encouraging to see that UMW has a Bethune House there to help those in need.  The emphasis is on ed-
ucating the women and helping them to know their rights.  It is a shelter for those who need it. 

Whether we are supporting local, national, or international mission, we are working for 
women, children and youth….to better a person’s situation….to be the hands and feet of 
Christ. Please remember this as we support UMW with our time, our talent, and our fi-
nances. 

Judith Bromley, Smoky Mountain District Treasurer 
828-734-5512 or judithbromley7@gmail.com 
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH: 

It is not too late to register for the Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lake Ju-

naluska June 13-15th.  Last year’s retreat and speaker were wonderful, and I’m sure 

this year will be equally inspiring.  Early registration is $15, but will be $25 on site.  

You may still register room reservations, but the special 2-day retreat price may not 

still be available.  For further information and registration see https://wnccumw.org/

events/spiritual-growth-retreat-2019/.  If you don’t have internet access, someone in 

your unit who does can register multiple persons.  Room reservations 

can also be made by phone at 1-800-222-4930.  Group Code: 17882.  

The theme is “Thorns and Roses.”  There may be a scholarship avail-

able for a person who has never attended. 

If you have questions about this event, don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Carol Harper (828-349-3228) or cgh2arper@gmail.com. 

A YEAR OF CELEBRATION 

On March 23, 2019, one hundred and fifty years ago a small group of women met at a church in New York to 

hear about the needs of women and children in India. They were convinced that they could help meet those 

needs. They organized themselves in what they called “The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society,” a prede-

cessor to what we know today as “United Methodist Women.” The very first thing they did was begin a fund 

raiser (sound familiar?). They contacted friends, family members and acquaintances asking them for pledges 

of 2 cents each week so that they could send two missionaries to India to work with the Indian women and 

children in the area of health and education. Within a few short months they were able to make their dreams 

come true sending a medical doctor and an educator to India. These two women managed to establish a hos-

pital and a college that still serves women, youth and children today. 

Health and education for women and children continues to be a focus in the work of United Methodist Wom-

en in the United States and around the globe. Our work has expanded to include many other types of ser-

vices i.e. orphanages, community centers, Church and Community Workers, Domestic Violence programs, 

Empowerment Programs for women, Leadership training. The list goes on and on, and so we celebrate these 

achievements while we plan for the next one hundred and fifty years and beyond. 

Every year United Methodist Women pledge a certain amount of funds that are used to support these very 

important services. It is imperative that every woman makes a pledge in accordance with her abilities so that 

we may fulfill our responsibilities to these services.  

As Coordinator of Membership, Nurture and Outreach I challenge every United Method-

ist Woman in the Smoky Mountain District to make a personal pledge to this ministry of 

sharing the good news of Jesus Christ around the world. 

Esther Manchester 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 

828-226-7481 or ehm1@yahoo.com 

HTTPS://WNCCUMW.ORG/EVENTS/SPIRITUAL-GROWTH-RETREAT-2019/
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UMW Secretaries: 

Thank you for serving your local unit, keeping records of all your units do throughout the year; from the 

missions you support to the fundraisers that support those missions and the spiritually uplifting speakers 

you invite to inspire you. 

I have been serving on the Smoky Mountain District Team for several years now in different capacities.  I 

have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the team.  I feel it has been a spiritual calling and has truly enriched 

my life.  As basically an introvert, it has brought me out of my shell and allowed me to be more comfortable 

starting conversations with strangers and speaking in front of large groups.  By attending the district and 

conference meetings I have had the opportunity to meet wonderfully diverse individuals and hear many 

messages that have strengthened my faith. 

What you have already guessed I am leading up to is that I plan to retire as the SMD UMW Secretary at the 

end of this year and I hope you will prayerfully consider serving on the district team.  My position is not the 

only one with a vacancy.  We need all of you to step up and take some leadership positions that will only 

enrich your life.  We all would like to see more young members in our organization but please don’t let age 

deter you from stepping forward.  By the time you read this newsletter I’ll have celebrated my 72nd birthday.  

I will continue to serve as treasurer of my local unit and represent our district on the WNCC UMW Legacy 

Team and attend as many of our district and conference events as possible. 

Please pray for women (yourself included) who will step up to take leadership roles in this 

important organization to support our missions now and in the future. 

Julie Leatherwood, SMD UMW Secretary 

828-926-1641 (H)   828-421-1913 (C) 

leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com 

 

SUPPORT OUR LEGACY FUND: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OK.  I’m no poet.  Just wanted to get your attention.  During the Spiritual Growth Retreat in June 
you will have the opportunity to participate in a Rock-A-Thon (Similar to a Walk-A-Thon). As I’m 
sure you are aware, several rocking chairs are located on balconies and porches all around Lake Ju-
naluska.  Plans are not completely finalized but they are being made for us to raise funds for the 

Legacy Fund by rocking in various areas around the lake.  Someone will be at each 
station to take pictures, maybe even videos where you can tell your UMW stories and 
let you know where to take your donations.  We hope you all will participate as we 
move forward to meet our conference goal and continue “our support of missions in 
perpetuity”. 

Your “Energizer” for continuing missions. 
Julie Leatherwood  

We’re gonna Rock around the Lake you see,  

We’re gonna Rock, Rock, Rock for our LEGACY,  

We’re gonna Rock to support Missions in Perpetuity. 

mailto:leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com


A NOTE FROM MISSION EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION: 

We had 62 attend our Mini Mission u Study on Saturday, March 23rd.  The Missionary Conferences of the UMC was led 
by Becky Hall at Maggie Valley UMC.  We also celebrated our 150th Anniversary of UMW.  In addition, a number of 
School and Health Kits were turned in for UMCOR. 

When UMW does a Mission Study in order to get credit, we need to study for four hours.  When a Unit or Circle does a 
Mission study, it can be broken up into several sessions to meet the four hours of study.  This is Item #4 of our Mission 
Today Report.  These studies are planned several years in advance, and the study has to be written.  The study leaders 
for the Conference Mission u have to go to the regional School of Missions for the training.  To get a Mission Study text 
book, you need to order it from UMW Material Resources (1-800-305-9857). 

The Hands-On Projects for Day Apart are Hygiene and School Kits.  Please remember to make the check for Shipping 
and Toothpaste payable to “WNCC-UMW.” 

Following are a few shots from Mini Mission u for you to enjoy! 

Also, let me know if I can be of any assistance to you and your unit. 

Beverly Bard, Acting Mission Coordinator for 
Education & Interpretation 
1892 Plott Creek Road 
Waynesville, NC  28786 
828-646-7558 
bevandrog52@gmail.com 
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Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United  Methodist women treasurer. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on our  web-
site at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 Text  Legacy150 to 41444 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo  and mail to:  United Methodist Women, Treasurer’s Of-
fice, 15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and other 
forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a gift like this, 
contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

PROGRAM RESOURCES CORNER: 
The United Methodist Women Mission Resources will no longer stock  books on the Reading Program 
lists.  This means that you will no longer be able to order books on the  Reading Program lists from the 
UMW  Mission  Resources.  You will be able to purchase books from Cokesbury, Amazon and other major  
retailers, often at less cost than offered by Mission Resources.  If you purchase from Amazon, the books 
are shipped free if you are a Prime  member.  If you purchase through the Amazon Smile program,  a do-
nation is made with each order to United Methodist women.  To learn more about Amazon Smile,  visit 
smile. Amazon.com.  (Choose the United Methodist Women in New York, NY, to support the national 
office. 

Our speaker for Mini Mission u used three books in her presentation.  They were JOINED AND HELD TO-
GETHER (A Children’s Study on Missionary Conferences), IN MISSION TOGETHER (a Youth Study on Mis-
sionary Conferences), and  MISSIONARY CONFERENCES OF THE UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH IN THE UNITED 
STATES.  If you wish to purchase one or all of these books, they are $10 each.  If you read any one of 
these books, they can be counted under the mission category. 

I will have a copy of the list of 2019 reading program books  at the Sylva Day Apart  meet-
ing on April 13th.  We are not  able to obtain the Reading Program catalogue that gave 
brief  descriptions of the  books because Mission Resources has discontinued printing 
them.  Happy Reading!...as you try to figure out the best way to obtain the reading books! 

Gail Powell, Program Resources Chairman (828-507-4556 or gailpowell@bellsouth.net) 

POINTS FROM A PARLIAMENTARIAN: 
THE TREASURER  AND HER DUTIES =  

The Treasurer should give  a brief  report  at each meeting.  This report should be a summary of the col-

lections and expenditures, calling attention to unusual items.  The Treasurer’s report 

is NOT adopted.  The presiding officer should allow questions and then state that the 

report will be filed for audit.  (REASONING; MEMBERS ARE NOT EXPECTED TO 

DO SUMS IN THEIR  HEADS, NOR VERIFY BILLS.)  The annual  auditor’s report, 

which checks and verifies the accuracy of the books, IS VOTED on.  Robert’s  Rules, 

pages 41-42, c 2005. 

Velma Zeek 

(828) 369-5782 or vzeek56@frontier.com 

http://www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund
unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund
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CHECK OUT THE FUN WE HAD AT OUR SMD MISSIONS FESTIVAL last November and 

mark your calendars now to attend the 

next one! 

Laura Sanford showed us how to access a wealth of resources 

from the UMW website on Social Action.  The resources help 

members educate and respond to social action initiatives. 

  LaDonna Butts shows us why she is Queen of “Musical 

Chairs” (chair aerobics with song) ...and we had a great time!   

  We filled many boxes with hygiene & school kits for 

UMCOR’s Disaster Response group.    

  Velma Zeek led us in no-sew blanket making. 

  Making fleece blankets for children in Foster Care. 

  Look in the background and you will see SMD President, Debbie 

Ray assisting a local unit officer.  The District kept the table staffed 

during the festival for officers with questions. 

















 



Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2019 

WNCC—UMW Calendar of Events 

June 13-15  Spiritual Growth Retreat—Lake Junaluska 

July 18-21  Mission u—Pfeiffer University 

Sept. 13-15   WNCC UMW Annual Celebration – Lake Junaluska 

Oct. 12  Ubuntu Day of Caring 

Oct. 19  Leadership development - Granite Falls 

 

SMD—UMW Calendar of Events 

April 13  Day Apart—Sylva First UMC from 9am to 12 Noon 

   77 Jackson Drive, Sylva, NC  28779  

   (please note Date Change from April 27th to April 13th) 

August 10  SMD Annual Meeting—Hinton Rural Life Center from 9am  

   to Noon, 2330 Hinton Center Road, Hayesville, NC  28904 

November 16 S.M. Missions Festival– TBD from 9am to Noon  1
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