
 

July, 2018 

From Your President: 
Hello all. Do you feel spring renewing and revitalizing? I recently returned home from attending Assembly 
2018 in Columbus, Ohio. The theme was “The Power of Bold” and just being there has reinvigorated me. We 
learned about the challenges we face as UMW but it also makes one feel supported and encouraged. Being 
with 6000 plus women who love Jesus and live our UMW purpose every day makes me very hopeful that to-
gether we can meet the challenges we face today.  I also will never look at the story of the “wedding at Cana” 
in the same way. Check out the web site for postings from Assembly. Be bold in your actions to stand up for 
women’s rights and lift children/families out of poverty. If we don’t then who will?           

I just finished reading The New Feminist Agenda and heard Marian Wright Edelman (Children’s Defense Fund) 
speak at Assembly.    I never considered myself a feminist but we have made so little progress in the US in 
caring for our children/families and equal pay for women that we all need to be more visible in our communi-
ties and at the voting booth.     

We had a great Day Apart at Oak Forest with a special speaker in Ann Miller Woodford. Her speech was illu-
minating and humorous. It was enjoyed by all. We also celebrated the lives of our sisters who have gone on 
before us.    I’m hoping that many of you were able to attend the Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lake 
Junaluska on June 15th and 16th. The Hands-on Project was UMCOR hygiene kits.    

Have you registered for Mission u? I want to encourage you to attend. There is a scholarship available for a 
UMW member who is attending for the first time. Is there a young lady in your church who would like to go? 
Carpooling is available for those who are directionally challenged. The topics are Embracing Wholeness 
(spiritual growth study) and What About Our Money- a faith perspective. Both promise to be very interesting 
and thought-provoking.    

Next up for the district is our District Annual Meeting at Shady Grove UMC on August 25th. We will start at 
9am for registration and finish up at noon. A lot will be packed in that short time. If you know of anyone in 
your unit that would make an effective district officer, please send their name and contact info to Ellyne 
Stonebraker at jumperlady21@gmail.com. Her phone # is 828-524-8787. Officers needed for 2019 are secre-
tary, vice-president, mission & education coordinator, social action coordinator & nominating committee. If 
you are called to service, please say yes. Remember that God needs you and so does the UMW. Step out with 
boldness and take a risk. You will be mentored every step of the way.  

I’m sure you all are aware of the Bishop’s Commission on the Way Forward. At District Annual Meeting we 
will have people who can help us understand the issues involved.  It’s also a chance to come together and 
discuss the possible changes coming to the United Methodist Church. These discussions will be done civilly 
and with sensitivity. It’s important that UMW members are knowledgeable and able to help our home 
churches understand the issues.    Thank you for the leadership you provide. If you have 
questions or need help, please contact a district or conference officer. Your shepherdess 
can be a wonderful resource for you – contact her or a district officer for a visit.  

See you around the district,  

Debbie Ray  
828-400-3499  
wsray@charter.net  
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A NOTE ABOUT EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION: 

As of May, 2018 UMCOR Kits have been revised.  At the present time, we do not need Cleaning Buckets.  Hygiene Kits 
now have 10 Adhesive Bandages, instead of six.  Also, no metal  files; clippers can be nail or toe.  Two dollars ($2) for 
toothpaste and shipping for each Hygiene Kit. 

School  Kits have also been revised to include the following:  (A)  Three (3) One  Subject Notebooks (no composition or 
3-5 subject notebooks).  (B)  One (1) Pack of 100-200 Loose Leaf Paper.  (C )  Homemade or purchased cloth Tote Bags 
are no longer acceptable.  (D)  Pack school items in a two gallon resealable Plastic Bag.  (E ) One dollar ($1) shipping for 
each School Kit.  PLEASE NOTE:  If you do have the cloth schoolbags, we will send them to Project Agape in Armenia 
and they will be extremely happy to receive them. 

The Hands-on Project for our  District Annual Meeting and Leadership Training is Hygiene & School Kits.  Please pack 
your kits in boxes (Ingles’ Milk Boxes) as they are easy to lift.  Bring money or checks payable to UMCOR Sager Brown.  
Please do not put  money or checks inside of the Kits. 

I went with Long’s Chapel UMC to our Mission Response Center in Terrell, NC on March 13th to help inspect  and pack 
UMCOR Kits and Agape Christmas  Shoeboxes.  Pfeiffer University was there filming  video which is now in production.  
The purpose of the video is to inform our congregations about the work and mission of our Mission Response Center. 

I plan to attend our Conference Mission u at Pfeiffer University on July  19-22.  If you are interest-
ed in attending, please see our UMW “Conference Gram—May 2018” or the SMD “Women  
Talk—April 2018” for details. 

Please let me know if I can be of any assistance to you and your unit. 

Beverly Bard, Acting Mission Coordinator 
Education & Interpretation 

 

Spiritual Growth:  
This year’s Day Apart on April 21st at Oak Forest  UMC was attended by 56 (registered) women across the district, and 
the lives of 32 women were celebrated with a  “Remembrance Bouquet” during the memorial service.  Ann Miller 
Woodard presented a very engaging program on growing up African American in Western North Carolina.  Rev. Bryan 
Wilson of Oak Forest presented a very meaningful Holy Communion Service.  I am grateful to everyone who took part 
in preparing for delivering what I hope was a meaningful day of fellowship, learning, and worship.  All feedback and 
comments were appreciated and will be considered in planning for next year’s Day Apart.  Any suggestions or volun-
teers for locations, speakers, musicians, or music leaders for future events will be accepted at any time, whether or 
not you attended this year’s event.   

I also enjoyed seeing some of you at what was a wonderful conference spiritual growth retreat, 
and I hope some of you will be joining me at Mission u.  You can still register up until July 5th.   

May God enrich your lives as you seek to grow in the knowledge of His grace and Love! 

As always, please feel free to contact me at cgh2arper@gmail.com or 828-349-3228 or write me 
at 101 Everett Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 if you have questions or would like to share some of your 
ideas.  

Carol Harper, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

PLEASE REMEMBER:    If you have a change in officers 

or email addresses, please let me know so we can keep our 

Roster current and our mailings focused.  This publication 

can be helpful to all your members so forward it to your 

entire group or make copies and pass it out.  If you have 

any questions or feedback, don’t hesitate to contact me by 

email: smdcommcoor@gmail.com or by phone:  (850) 428-

3636.  Thanks!   Nancy Jo Willis, SMD Communications 

Coordinator 
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SOME THOUGHTS FROM MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE & OUTREACH: 

Like many of you, my United Methodist Women Sisters, I am deeply troubled by the news of young chil-
dren being dragged from their parents and placed in cages along our southern borders with only a mat 
on the floor for sleeping and not enough care takers to hold and comfort them when they are afraid, no 
toys or activities to occupy their time and thoughts. What kind of madness is this? One thing I do know-
United Methodist Women have a legacy of joining forces to bring about justice. Now is the time for 
BOLDNESS. Let us step up, speak out, write, call, text our congressional leaders and the president, 
demonstrate and do whatever we can to reunite children with their parents. 

United Methodist Women as an organization has a membership of around one million, enough to bring 
about change in a lot of areas. We have been challenged in 2018 to increase our local unit memberships 
by five percent (5%). Will you join me in the remaining six months of this year to invite women in your 
church, community or work place to become members of this great organization so that we can contin-
ue to move mountains? Remember UMW welcomes all women. Membership in the United Methodist 
Church is not a requirement. 

I, as your Smoky Mountain District Membership and Nurturing Coordinator, will be happy to come to 
one of your meetings to talk with your group about keeping members active and increasing member-
ship numbers. If this could be helpful to you, just call at 828-226-7481, text or email ehm1@yahoo.com 
or write to me (P.O. Box 256, Brasstown, NC 28902). I’m hoping to hear from you. 

Esther Manchester - Membership, Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 

FROM YOUR LEGACY TEAM ENERGIZER: 
Why did you join United Methodist Women?  I hope it was not just because your mother or grandmother was a 
member or to be part of a socially acceptable group.  Although these are good reasons, our true purpose is to be 
in service and advocacy.  We want to right the wrongs of injustice, to meet the urgent and critical needs of wom-
en, children and youth around the world.  We must educate ourselves about these injustices and needs and then 
work to provide opportunities to meet these needs or to overcome the injustices. 

We do this through the many institutions we continue to support as UMW.  

 As all are aware, we are an aging and shrinking group, here in the United States, at least.  How can we maintain 
these institutions?  Unfortunately, it takes money...something we don’t like to talk about.  (Please read our 2018 
Mission u study book, What About Our Money?  A Faith Response.)  One way we can provide some security that 
our work continues for future generations is by supporting the Legacy Fund.  Surely it is not too much of a hard-
ship to ask each member to contribute a minimum of $18.69 a year for 5 years.  That’s less that 6 cents a day.  If 
every UMW member did this we would more than exceed our goal of $6 million.  There are multiple ways you can 
contribute: through your local unit treasurer; send it directly to the Legacy Fund in New York; 
phone; text; on-line.  Pick up a brochure at any District or Conference event that will give you 
specific information.  Please support the Legacy Fund and educate and encourage all mem-
bers of your local unit to understand the reason and need to support this effort to make sure 
our legacy of service and advocacy for women, children and youth continues far into the fu-
ture. 

SMD UMW Legacy Team Energizer 

Julie Leatherwood 

828-926-1641 (H)  828-421-1913 (C) 

leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com 
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JOIN US!!! 





Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United  Methodist women treasurer. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on our  web-
site at www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 Text  Legacy150 to 41444 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo  and mail to:  United Methodist Women, Treasurer’s Of-
fice, 15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and other 
forms of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a gift like this, 
contact the national office at 800-278-7771. 

 

Social Action News: 

I attended a rally for a living wage at Assembly 2018 in Columbus, Ohio. I had never attend-

ed a rally before and was impressed with the number of UMW members who attended to 

protest on behalf of workers in Ohio seeking to improve their lives through protest and activ-

ism. Then I walked through all the exhibits at the exhibit hall and heard the speakers talk 

about the school to prison pipeline. To say I was inspired would be an understatement. How 

to be more of an activist is the challenge for me and the women of Smoky Mountain District.  

I believe we need to be more educated and then be an informed voter. Maybe we can’t travel 

to Raleigh but we can write our state legislators. We can attend local events that need our 

input to support local endeavors that are being made to support women and children. We 

can go to the United Methodist Women website and sign up for Action Alerts. We can read 

“The New Feminist Agenda” by Madeleine M. Kunin- a book on our reading list. Let’s be 

more Bold and speak for those who need our voices.  

Deborah Ray,  

Smoky Mountain District President 

…..How Can You Serve? 

There are many things you can do and 

many ways you can help other people.  

Look around and find something that 

makes you feel good… something that 

uses your very own talents and 

gifts….something that will fill your 

heart with the JOY OF GIVING! 
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Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2018 

WNCC—UMW Calendar of Events 

July 19 - 22    Mission u – Pfeiffer University 

Sept. 14 –16     WNCCUMW Annual Celebration – Lake Junaluska 

Oct. 13   Leadership development (district officers) - First UMC, Morganton 

Oct. 20              Ubuntu Day of Caring           

 

SMD—UMW Calendar of Events 

                      
August 25     SMD Annual Meeting – Shady Grove UMC  from 9am to Noon 
                         3570 Jonathan Creek Rd., Waynesville, NC 28785 
     
November 3   Leadership Training – Crabtree UMC  from 9am to Noon  
                          5405 Crabtree Rd., Waynesville, NC 28785 

 


