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Saturday, April 21, 2018 

    9:00 AM—12:00  Noon 

Oak Forest United Methodist Church 
                        990 Oak Forest Rd., Hayesville, NC 

Join us on Saturday, April 21st, for fellowship and a wonderful program.  Our guest speaker will be Ann 
Miller Woodford, who is a native of Andrews, where she attended the one room, one teacher Andrews 
Colored/Negro Elementary School through 8th grade.  Then she attended Allen High School, a women’s 
Division of Christian Service sponsored Methodist girls’ boarding school in Asheville, NC (source:  
http://annwoodford.com/about-ann-woodford/).  Ann is author of When All God’s Children Get To-
gether:  A Celebration of the Lives and Music of African American People in Far Western North Caro-
lina.  She will be sharing from her book and experiences. 

Directions:  Oak Forest UMC is located at 990 Oak Forest Rd., Hayesville, NC.  It is about 31 miles 
west of Franklin on US 64 and can be accessed by a left turn on Oak Forest Rd., or Hinton Center 
Road (which is a little further west, but the Hinton sign is a good landmark).  If traveling from the 
East, Hinton Center Rd and Oak Forest Rd are on the right, and are about a mile from the Ingles in 
Hayesville, and 15  miles from Murphy.  The church is visible at the intersection of Oak Forest and 
Hinton Center Roads.  Parking is available across Oak Forest Rd from the church (near church sign), or 
along Hinton Center Rd.  Add’ l. lower level parking is available in the large gravel lot along Hinton Cen-
ter Rd.  Handicap parking and building access is located on Oak Forest Rd. near the basketball court. 

From Your President: 
I hope you are all making plans to attend our District Day Apart at Oak Forest UMC on April 21, 2018 beginning at 9:00 am.  This 
event in particular is an opportunity to foster our spiritual growth and our relationships with each other.  Our relationship with God 
is so important and requires continual reflection.  Where are you on your spiritual journey—stuck at a crossroads or seeing the 
straight path before you?  United Methodist women is  a connectional organization and an important part of being a United Meth-
odist Woman is the  encouragement of our relationships with our communities, our families, and other people.  Carol Harper is our 
new District Spiritual Growth Coordinator and is  planning for our retreat.  We will also honor those of our Sisters that have gone 
on to their place with God.  Come and be a part of it! 

Included in this newsletter is the new updated  Mission Today form for 2018.  Many units come very close to being a Mission Today 
unit.  Take a look and determine if your unit can accomplish this in 2018.  This is possible even if your unit is very small.  

Have you invited your Nurturing Partner to visit your unit?  Please use us as a resource for your unit and know that we are there to 
help in any way that we can. 

We’ve also included a flyer about the conference Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lake Junaluska on June 15th and 
16th.  This has always been very meaningful to me and is a highlight of the year.  Remember if you sign up online 
the cost is only $15.  Invite your granddaughters, daughters, nieces and friends—anyone who would like a closer 
relationship with God. 

See you around the District, 
Debbie Ray 



A NOTE ABOUT EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION: 

I want to express my thanks to all of the 38 ladies that attended our Smoky  Mountain District Mission Study on March 
17th at Cullowhee UMC and  a special note of appreciation to the UMW at Cullowhee.  We had an excellent presenter, 
Ann Aldridge.  Did you know that the Methodist Women started Mission Studies in the 1930s? 

Hands on Projects will be Health/Hygiene & School Kits for our District Meetings.  Our Conference Mission Response 
Center at Terrell does not need Cleaning Buckets at the present time.  Ask your Sunday School classes, United Method-
ist Men, Children & Youth, and Congregation to help participate in making these kits. 

There is a new list out for the supplies that go into the  Armenia Shoe Boxes.  You can go to the WNCC site to get the 
latest information.  The list was given out at our Mission Study. 

Has your Unit made a pledge to Missions for this year?  It is not too late to do this by contacting our District Treasurer, 
Judy Bromley.  We hope your unit is working on becoming a Mission Today Unit.  For example, if you attend  a Mission 
Study that fulfills Criteria #4 and if you participate in a Mission Project locally and a District/Conference Hands on Pro-
ject, that fulfills Criteria #27.  If you have any questions about how to be a Mission Today unit, 
please contact me. 

Please let me know if I can be of any assistance to you and your unit. 

Beverly Bard, Acting Mission Coordinator 
Education & Interpretation 

HI! To All You Hard Working Secretaries: 

Just a few duty reminders:  The SECRETARY must understand the organization form, the PURPOSE, the 

program of the total involvement of the local, district and conference organization in order to perform the 

responsibilities assigned to her and to assist the president.  She shall: 

A. Keep accurate minutes of all meetings of the local organization. 

B. Serve as custodian of all records and official papers. 

C. Keep an accurate roll of all elected leaders of her local unit and send those names (including ad-

dresses, zip codes and telephone numbers) to the district president immediately upon election/

selection.  Also, report ad interim changes. 

Remember, YOU are a very important member of your local unit. 

Julie Leatherwood, SMD UMW Secretary 

828-926-1641 (H)   828-421-1913 (C) 

leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com 

 

A NOTE FROM PROGRAM RESOURCES: 

Thank you for purchasing books at Cullowhee.  I still have seven copies of Living as a Covenant Community, our mission 

study book.  The books will be available at Day Apart on April 21st.  These books are well worth reading to expand your 

knowledge of our study. 

There are several copies of our 2018 reading program books for you to choose, including the bonus 

book Massacre at Sand Creek.  Free resources will be offered including the new Racial Justice Time 

Line. 

I look forward to seeing you at Oak Forest UMC on April 21st. 

Gail Powell, Program Resources Coordinator 



Critical Issues Seminar:  Wisdom of Women 

April 14, 2018 @ 9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Cost:  $25.00 

At Guilford College United Methodist Church in Greensboro, NC 
The NC Council of Churches’ 2018 Critical Issues Seminar will focus on women.  The theme for this daylong 
event is “The Wisdom of Women” and will cover topics such as the Equal Rights Amendments, sexual har-
assment and work place policy, elected office, health care, and public education.  This conference is for peo-
ple of all ages, genders, and ethnic and racial backgrounds. 

Co-sponsors for this year’s event are AFL-CIO, Church Women United, Women Advance NC, MomsRising, 
NARAL, ERA NC, and the NC Faith Forward Coalition. 

More information and Registration can be found at: 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/events/200929327322415/ 

Council Website:  https://www.ncchurches.org/event-single/wisdomofwomen/ 

Registration:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/critical-issues-seminar-wisdom-of-women-registration-
43212994229 

SOME THOUGHTS FROM MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE & OUTREACH: 

Many of you will remember the story in the Book of John (4th chapter) about the Samaritan Woman Jesus 
met at the well drawing water. It was about 6:00 o’clock one evening. He was alone, for his disciples had 
gone in to the nearby town to get some food. Remember, He struck up a conversation with this woman 
and so inspired her with His words that she hastily made her way back to her village and started telling 
her neighbors about the conversation she had just had with Jesus. She urged them “Come and see this 
Man…..Could this be the Christ?” Because of her testimony (Just feel her excitement!) they immediately 
accompanied her back to the well. The result was the Samaritans were so excited about the good news 
Jesus proclaimed they invited Him to stay with them and He did; He stayed for two days, and many of 
them became believers and followers.  

Jump ahead two thousand years to 2018. We stand with the Samaritan Woman in her belief that Jesus is 
the Christ, that He healed the sick, restored sight to the blind, freed prisoners, fed the hungry, raised the 
dead and preached good news to the poor. And He has commissioned His present-day disciples to do the 
same.  

As United Methodist Women, an organization with more than one million members, we have unique op-
portunities to share the GOOD NEWS and transform the world. Let us add to our numbers by welcoming 
new comers into our local groups and circles. Invite friends, relatives and even acquaintances to join with 
you in this great transformational movement. 

Esther Manchester - Membership, Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 

LET’S TALK:  We try to send this newsletter out to officers of all SMD UMW units, using 

email wherever possible, and snail mail for the rest.  If one of your officers is not receiving this doc-

ument, please let me know so I can correct that.  This publication can be helpful to all your mem-

bers so please remember to forward it to your entire group or make copies and pass it out.  If you 

have any questions or feedback, don’t hesitate to contact me by email:  

smdcommcoor@gmail.com, or by phone:  (850) 428-3636.  Thanks!    

Nancy Jo Willis,  Communications Coordinator 





Spiritual Growth:  
I hope that those of you who were able to attend the District Mission Study Living as a Covenant Community enjoyed 
it. Ann Aldridge did a terrific job. I hope you will encourage everyone in your units to attend “Day Apart” at Oak Forest 
UMC on April 21st (see front page for further details). I thank everyone who has sent me a list of names for the memo-
rial portion of the program, and if you have not, it is not too late to do so.  

Registration has begun for the Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat held at Lake Junaluska, June 15-16, and you may 
register on the conference website at https://wnccumw.org/.  Online registration offers the opportunity for you to reg-
ister up to 35 guests at the same time you complete your own registration. Help other members of your local unit reg-
ister online and save. Early bird registration is $15; on-site registration will be $25. The theme will be Glory Gifts.  

The Conference UMW website also offers links to other information and resources. If you need a Prayer Calendar, Call 
to Prayer and Self Denial resources, or a Program Book, you can order those, but I encourage you to come to a district 
event like “Day Apart,” and purchase materials. You will find a number of Spiritual Growth information and resources 
on the national UMW website at https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/spiritual-growth.  If you are looking for a 
document on the role of the Spiritual Growth Coordinator, go to https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
membersleaders/responsibilities/spiritual-growth-coordinator. You may learn that as Spiritual Growth Coordinator you 
could organize and promote special times and events for worship, prayer and meditation such as A Call to Prayer and 
Self-Denial, and devotions at meetings; you can encourage and equip the women in your units to engage in biblical 
studies, utilizing the annual spiritual growth study, issues of response, New World Outlook, the Program Book, Prayer 
Calendar, Reading Program, and other resources, and you could communicate the connection be-
tween personal spiritual development and mission. Think of yourself as being in both promotions 
and encouragement.  

As always, please feel free to contact me at cgh2arper@gmail.com or 828-349-3228 or write me at 
101 Everett Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 if you have questions or would like to share some of your ideas.  

Carol Harper, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

FROM YOUR LEGACY TEAM ENERGIZER: 

I hope many of you went on line and participated in the 3rd Annual United Methodist women Day of Giving on 

March 23rd.  This is an easy way to give and support our Legacy Fund for the future of UMW. 

I wish to share with you what some of the other Legacy Team Energizers are sharing with their Districts.  This from 

Dixie Liggett, National UMW Program Advisory Group Member and WNCC District for the Blue Ridge District.  She 

writes: 

“Are you familiar with the term ‘the middle miles’?  It is a term used by hikers for the most exhausting, challenging 

miles on the trail, when enthusiasm of beginning the hike has turned into fatigue, discouragement and just plain 

hard work, and the end is not yet in sight.  For some of you, that may describe where you are with the Legacy Fund.  

It is more than half way through our five year giving plan, and although great strides have been made to reach the 

$60 million goal, the end does not yet seem to be in sight.  So now what? 

Hikers may pause for rest and refreshment for renewed energy to continue the hike.  What can YOU do to further 

the giving to the Legacy Fund?  You can pause for prayer, believing you are working with God 

to create this fund for the future mission work of United Methodist Women.  You can find re-

freshment by reading inspiring stories on the website www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and 

you can call on the Conference Legacy Fund Team for programs and speakers.  YOU CAN DO 

THIS!” 

SMD UMW Legacy Team Energizer 

Julie Leatherwood 

828-926-1641 (H)  828-421-1913 (C) 

leatherwoodjulie@gmail.com 



Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 
 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United  Methodist women treasurer. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on our  website at 
www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund. 

 Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund. 

 By phone:  800-278-7771 (8 am—6 pm EST, M-F) 

 Text  Legacy150 to 41444 

 By check:  note “Legacy Fund” in memo  and mail to:  United Methodist Wom-
en, Treasurer’s Office, 15th Floor, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and other forms 
of planned giving.  If you are interested in making a gift like this, contact the 
national office at 800-278-7771. 





 



Do you know someone special...a UMW lady in our district or Conference that goes beyond 

the call of duty.  If so, consider honoring them with a Nomination for Dedication of the 

UMW Annual Celebration Program Book for 2016.  Complete the form below and return it 

as indicated before June 1st.   



 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Lake Junaluska • June 15-16 

Hands-On-Mission Opportunity – Hygiene Kits  
 

We all need a break from 
our busy lives, a time for 
reflection, a time to listen 
for God's guidance. We 
are so busy doing all the 
things we are called upon 
to do,  we  don't  take  the  

time to slow down, to sit back and think about the things 
that are really important. Join us to pray, to listen, to 
study, to fellowship with United Methodist Women from 
across the conference, and to spend some quiet time in 
reflection.  

Registration Open February 1 
Retreat Leader: Rev. Suzanne Michael   

New Hope United Methodist Church, Yadkin Valley District 

 

Columbus, Ohio • May 18-20 

 

Join us for Assembly 2018 where we will be claiming our 
150-year history as women who know how to organize 
and serve and are willing to be challenged to grow in our 
faith as we build deeper connections with one another, 
church leaders and partners in the work of justice for all 
God’s children.  

 

Ubuntu Day of Service • October 20 
Hands-On-Mission Opportunity – Site Specific 

National Mission Institutions 
& Brooks Howell Home 

 

 
 
UBUNTU 
 

For more information on these great opportunities visit: 
 www.wnccumw.org 
 

Lake Junaluska • September 14-16 
Hands-On-Mission Opportunity  

Project AGAPE Christmas Shoe Boxes &  
Gift to Mission/Gift in Memory Cards 

 

 

For more information on these great opportunities visit: 

Get more information, download event logos, 
registration forms, program books and more at 
our information packed website. 

Spiritual Growth Retreat

 
 
UBUNTU 
 













Nancy Jo Willis 
Communications Coordinator, SMD 
310 Cassady Lane 
Murphy, NC  28906 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2018 

WNCC—UMW Calendar of Events 

June 15 – 16    Spiritual Growth Retreat  - Lake Junaluska 

July 19 - 22    Mission u – Pfeiffer University 

Sept. 14 –16     WNCCUMW Annual Celebration – Lake Junaluska 

Oct. 13 -  Leadership development (district officers) - First UMC, Morganton 

Oct. 20 -             Ubuntu Day of Caring           

 

SMD—UMW Calendar of Events 

April 21 -         Day Apart – Oak Forest UMC  from 9am to Noon 
                         990 Oak Forest Rd., Hayesville, NC 28904 
                      
August 25 –    SMD Annual Meeting – Shady Grove UMC  from 9am to Noon 
                         3570 Jonathan Creek Rd., Waynesville, NC 28785 
     
November 3 -   Leadership Training – Crabtree UMC  from 9am to Noon  
                          5405 Crabtree Rd., Waynesville, NC 28785 

 


