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 So the journey begins…a new one 
for some of us, a continuing one for 
others.  2018 is an opportunity for new 
starts…new visions. 
 I’ve given considerable thought to 
my vision for UMW as I begin my term as 
your Conference President.  I spent most 
of my working career in the optical 

business dealing with various aspects of “vision.”  So 
my vision is that we “see what’s outside the box!”  
 Throughout our Conference Gram publications, 
events and meetings will be highlighted.  Please mark 
the dates on your calendar and plan to attend.  Be sure 
your unit is represented at all conference and district 
events (it’s Mission Today criteria #4, 13, 14, 20 & 21). 
 Use the PURPOSE, Conference Goals, 
Financial Goals, Legacy 150, Mission Today, and 
Quadrennial Priorities in planning your unit/circle 
programs and activities. 
 Encourage attendance at District and 
Conference meetings, Mission u and Assembly.  This is 
how we learn about our organization and also learn 
more about how each of us can be a contributing 
member. 
 Place emphasis on attracting “younger” ladies 
(those 35-40 & younger!)  Watch for ideas from a 
newly formed focus group. 
 Contribute to Legacy 150:  $186.90 per unit and 
$18.69 per member (Mission Today criteria #12 & 
#26). 

 First timers should take advantage of district and 
conference scholarships.  See newsletters for details or 
contact an officer. 
 Every four years there is a National Assembly.  
Assembly 2018 will be an opportunity to experience 
Assembly at the home of its origin in Columbus, Ohio.  
The very reason the first Assembly was held in 
Columbus is a testament to UMW’s involvement in 
social justice.  The original site in St. Louis wouldn’t 
allow people of color to stay in their hotels, so the 
meeting was moved.  Thousands from around the world 
will gather May 18-20 to experience “The Power of 
BOLD”—hope you are one of those.  Assembly is like 
no other UMW event! 
 Next year on March 23rd we will celebrate 150 
years in mission.  This is certainly a great 
accomplishment—few organizations last that long!  
Your contribution to the Legacy Fund will insure 
another 150 years of mission work for women, children 
and youth. 
 District and conference officers are a support 
group for local units.  We are available for questions, 
concerns and LUVs (Local Unit Visitation).  It is our 
opportunity to serve you.  Please use these resources and 
I challenge you to “see what’s outside the box” as 
WNCC United Methodist Women begins its 45th year in 
mission.  
 
 

              Julia Willis, President 

 District and local unit Vice 
Presidents should be equipped to plan 
vital and interesting programing 
throughout 2018.  The Program Book, 
2017-2018 Sacred Spaces: Encounters 
with God and Neighbor, is unique 

because of the coloring sheets that accompany 
programs.   
 As we prepare for our 150th anniversary, a 
special program “The Sacred Space of Legacy/
Inheritance” is offered to help tell the story of our 
United Methodist Women’s heritage.  The Legacy Fund 
is featured in this program, another way to inform our 
members about the endowment fund that will be used to 
ensure that women, children and youth continue 
receiving the help they need to live full, healthy lives 
well into the future.   
 The 2018 Prayer Calendar and a subscription to 
response magazine are essential resources in the 

programs of Call to Prayer, World Thank, and Pledge as 
well.       
  We continue to focus on our four mission 
priorities: 

 Climate Justice 

 Economic Justice 

 Mass Incarceration 

 Maternal and Child Health 
 How BOLD can United Methodist Women 
members be and become?  We are going to take a good 
look at that at the Annual Celebration at Lake 
Junaluska, September 14-16.  Get these dates on your 
calendars now!  Think about the impact United 
Methodist Women can have if they get even BOLDER 
in their commitment to be in mission for women, 
children, and youth, next door and across the world!  
“The Power of Bold” is our theme for this special 
weekend.  

VICE PRESIDENT — JOANIE STROHM 
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TREASURER — NANCY REIGEL 

2017 Year in Review.  Moving Forward into 2018 
 

                                I end 2017 and start 2018 in wonder of the power of you, Western NC Conference United                  
                     Methodist Women members, YOU made the following happen for Mission in 2017: 
 

Total Giving through the 8 districts from local units $ 813,180 
Conference Love Offering  
“In Celebration and Gratitude for our Mission Giving Leadership” $   16,048 
Walk for Mission $   13,718* 
Spiritual Growth Retreat Love Offering  $     5,407 
Mission u Love Offering  $     2,136* 
Legislative Day Love Offering $        545 
Special Offerings from Conference Committee Meetings $        419 
Undesignated Mission Giving sent to UMW National Office $ 622,360 

($77,639 short of 2017 $700,000 Pledge) 
Designated Giving to UMW National Office  $    76,521* 
(includes Call to Prayer & Self Denial, general, national, international & UMCOR) 
Donations to other local projects $      9,249* 

 

 An asterisk (*) indicates those categories that increased over 2016.  As you can see, there were four 
categories that showed an increase but only by small amounts.  Sadly some other categories showed very 
significant decreases, reducing the Undesignated Mission Giving we were able to send to the National Office 
by $42,292 compared to 2016.  $42,292 less for Mission. 
 That means we have a challenge ahead in 2018, a challenge for mission, but one I am confident we can 
meet...together.  As I wrote before, your love and support of mission through giving is inspiring.  We all need 
to grasp those stories of mission that most inspire us and share them even more urgently.  We all must “Tell 
the Stories of Mission.”  With this in mind,  I look forward to 2018 with anticipation and joy. 
  

 Our Conference 2018 Goals include: 
2018 Financial Goal 

To Increase Membership 5% 
 Increase in membership may seem to be a strange Financial Goal, but membership growth is the fuel for 
the health of the future of United Methodist Women Mission.  You, our current membership, continue your 
support of mission faithfully and generously.  To continue to thrive and meet this world’s growing need for 
mission, we need that next wave of women to step forward with us as we work together to “expand the 
concepts of Mission”.  Membership IS our Future. 

 

2018 Conference Love Offering Theme 
A Gift to Mission in Honor of Deaconesses and Home Missioners: 

Past, Present and Future 
 If you take a walk through the Prayer Calendar, you will find it peppered with testimonies from 
Deaconesses and Home Missioners telling of their service, experiences and commitment.  This is an 
opportunity to celebrate them and what they do for their communities in their communities. 
 I hope you find both the Goal and Love Offering theme as energizing as I do.  One focuses on the 
ongoing health of our Mission while the other celebrates those who dedicate their daily lives to live in 
Mission.  With this in mind, 2018 should be a powerful year for Mission in Western NC Conference United 
Methodist Women. 

In Loving Memory of 
Linda Mae Young 

 Our Sister in Christ, Linda Young,  passed away on Wednesday, December 27, 
2017 after a long battle with cancer.   
 Linda was our Conference UMW Secretary, a member of PAUMCS (Professional 
Administrators of the United Methodist Connectional Structure), a member of St. Paul 
UMC in Mooresville, and a UMW Deaconess, but most of all she was a true disciple of 
Christ and faithful servant.  She will be missed.  Prayers go out to all of her family. 



4 

 Greetings, Sisters in Christ, as I settle in to my 
new and challenging position on the Conference Team 
as your Social Action Coordinator, I solicit your 
prayers, enthusiasm and grace as we work together to 
change and in some cases, eliminate our massive and 
ever changing social problems. 
 My job description says I am to engage you in 
service and advocacy for justice as it is rooted in our 
biblical tradition and I should encourage you to work on 
the quadrennial priorities of the United Methodist 
Women national office for the greatest impact for 
change. The 2016-2020 priorities are: 

 Criminalization of Communities of Color with a 
focus on disrupting the school to prison pipeline. 

 Maternal and Child Health with a focus on 
reducing maternal mortality in the United States. 

 Climate Justice with a focus on United Methodist 
Women members’ personal and collective choices 
through the 13 steps of Sustainability and holding 
corporations accountable for polluting and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Economic Inequality with a focus on securing 
living wages for all. 

 I would like to begin my tenure with an 
emphasis on the school to prison pipeline, (STPP). I 
look forward to working with your District Social 
Action Coordinators to formulate plans to interrupt this 
troubling trend. Previous experience has taught me that 
even though the task is daunting, United Methodist 
Women will dare to take it on!  Thank you, and God 
Bless! 

SOCIAL ACTION —  CAROLYN PAYNE 

Western North Carolina Conference 
2018 LOVE OFFERING AND FINANCIAL GOAL 

 

Love Offering:  A Gift to Mission in Honor of Deaconesses & Home Missioners:   Past, Present & Future 
 

Financial Goal:  Increase Membership by 5% 
 

Strategy ideas to help us reach this goal: 
1. 125 Ideas for Recruiting New Members–On our wnccumw.org website—wnccumw.org/membership-nurture-

outreach/ 
2.  People have to be invited multiple times…invite, Invite, INVITE! 

 Verbally      

 Hand out invitations 

 Email 

 Texting 

 Go get them 

 Social media / use the “events” options to be shared 

 Tell your United Methodist Women story 
3.  Look at meeting times, formats–how can you reach more women? What works for YOUR community/

church? 

Ways to Give to the Legacy Fund 

 Make a gift to the Legacy Fund through your local unit United Methodist Women Treasurer. 

 Use our Western North Carolina Conference Legacy Commitment Form, available on our website at 
www.wnccumw.org/legacyfund 

 Online on the national office website at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund, or  

 By phone: 800‐278‐7771, (8 am‐6pm EST, M‐F) 

 Text Legacy150 to 41444 

 By check: note "Legacy Fund" in memo and mail to: 
  United Methodist Women, 
  Treasurer's Office 15th Floor 
  475 Riverside Drive  
  New York, NY 10115 

 Other methods include gifts of stock, life insurance, bequests, and other forms of planned giving. If you 

are interested in making a gift like this, contact the National Office at 800‐278‐7771. 
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    MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH — RENEE HAYES 

 Welcome to 2018 – a new year of opportunity 
for United Methodist Women to grow as a creative 
supportive fellowship engaged in mission! As your 
incoming MNO coordinator, I am thrilled to continue 
working with the conference team and each district’s 
MNO coordinator to nurture our current members and 
reach out to new potential members. 
 Encouraging women to attend Assembly 2018 
in Columbus, OH, would be a great way to nurture 
and reach out. Join us for addresses by author 
Michelle Alexander (The New Jim Crow), Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, Leymah Gbowee, and climate 
scientist Katharine Hayhoe. Consider sponsoring a 
newly retired woman and/or a young adult woman 

from your faith community to attend this 
event. I promise she will come back 
changed by the experience! 
 Be aware that each district is 
forming a young adult team of women to 
learn and be in mission across our 
conference. Contact your district MNO, me, or Molly 
Welch (molly.welch9311@gmail.com) for additional 
information. 
 Personal invitation is still the most effective 
way to get new women involved. Please share your 
enthusiasm for the great purpose and mission of 
UMW! 

MISSION EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION — LINDA GREER 

 I am pleased and honored to 
continue to serve as your Mission and 
Interpretation Coordinator!  Let’s make 
sure that all our members have 
opportunities to learn more about the 
ways that we are in Mission together and 

more about the mission projects that we support.  
These projects empower women, children and youth 
and put our faith, hope and love into action for them.  
You may find a wealth of information about our 
mission projects through the use of our Prayer 
Calendar, response Magazine, and our UMW 
websites: www.wnccumw.org and 
unitedmethodistwomen.org. 
 You ladies were awesome in 2017 when you 
brought UMCOR relief kits to our Conference 
events! The kits you brought are valued at over 
$57,000 and monetary donations totaled over $5,000; 
Total:  $62,591.95. Our hands-on mission projects 
for this year include Health Kits for Spiritual Growth 
Retreat, School Kits for Mission u, and Shoe Boxes 
for Armenia Project AGAPE for Annual Celebration.  
Gift to Mission and Gift in Memory cards will also 
be part of our Mission Projects at Annual 
Celebration.  If you have not already heard the news, 
beginning in 2018, UMCOR will only accept three 
types of kits:  Health Kits, School Kits, and Cleaning 
Buckets.  At this point in time, due to the tremendous 

response after the storms in Texas, Florida and 
Puerto Rico, no Cleaning Buckets are needed.  There 
are literally thousands of them waiting to be taken to 
the next disaster area.  Dwaine Morgan, Mission 
Response Center Manager, needs help with 
processing all the kits that are awaiting shipment, so 
if your local unit or church can go to help him with 
this, give him a call at (828) 478-2106 to arrange a 
time. 
  It would be such a blessing if every local unit 
could attain Mission Today status and I urge you to 
work toward this goal.  Being a Mission Today unit 
shows that your unit is doing the things that a 
healthy, thriving unit should do.  It's a bit like the old 
"Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval."  Last year, 
our Mission Today Committee amended the criteria 
in an effort to make Mission Today more attainable 
for small units. 
 I urge you to use your Prayer Calendar and 
communicate with our Mission Personnel and Staff.  
To help you with this, the Prayer Calendar contacts 
are posted on our conference website each week.  
Doing this will help you to learn about Mission work 
as well as to meet criteria #16 on your Mission 
Today list.  In addition, using the Prayer Calendar at 
each meeting enables your unit to meet criteria #2. 
 I am looking forward to another wonderful 
year in Mission Together! 

The conference and each district have a 
parliamentarian who is appointed by the 
president. Each local unit may also have 
a parliamentarian appointed by the unit 
president. The Constitution and By-
Laws for United Methodist Women can 

be found in Section 6 of the 2017-2020 United 
Methodist Women Handbook.  Pages 102 – 114 are 
particularly relevant to local units. A digital copy of 
the Handbook can be found at 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.   

PARLIAMENTARIAN — JATANA ROYSTER 
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 It’s our History...I spent the Christmas holiday in Florida with my daughters, my daughter's family and 
my precious granddaughter.  While there, we started planning Cheyenne's birthday, March 23rd.  She shares 
her birthday with the UMW.  My two loves.   
 It made me think. What will the UMW look like when she's 20 or 40 or 60? Will she know "our 
history"? Will she know about the bold, courageous, radical women that paved the way for us and that are 
paving the way for her?  What will the young women that are coming together now to make our UMW 
stronger have done? What bold, courageous, radical things will they do to keep the UMW moving forward into 
the future? 
   We're making history right now, everyday.  We have a story, and we need to share that story and 
explain that story to the women coming behind us.  Share that story as much and as often as possible. It's our 
history, it's our future.  It's our legacy.         

HISTORIAN — BETTY DURHAM 

 It's Scholarship time again!  Scholarships are awarded each year to WNCCUMC members who will be 
enrolled in the fall at one of the five United Methodist-related colleges in our conference:  Bennett College, 
Brevard College, Greensboro College, High Point University and Pfeiffer University.  These scholarships are 
funded through endowments and contributions to the General Scholarship fund.  In 2017, over $25,000.00 was 
awarded to 8 students.  Applications are due March 1, 2018.  Interviews with applicants will be conducted at 
Pfeiffer on April 7, 2018.   
  

 You can help in two ways: 

 Pass the word in your churches and units to students that could benefit from these scholarships. 

 Consider donating to the General Scholarship fund or creating an endowed scholarship to increase 
the Scholarship dollars that can be awarded. 

Please see our website for more information and if you have questions, please contact me. 

 Happy 2018!!!  2017 was a busy year and a year of wonderful happenings.   

 

 Thank you to all who participated in the reading program in 2017.  I am looking forward to receiving 
the 2017 totals from the district Program Resource Secretaries.  
 The 2018 Reading Program list not only has the normal physical books to read but several books that 
you can download electronically (Kindle, etc.), making it easier than ever to read in any of the plans.  Also 
remember you can read both youth and children books.  It is easier than ever to “up your game” and read plan 
II, III, or IV!!!      
 The purpose of the Reading Program is to encourage United Methodist Women members: 

• to expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission; 
• to increase sensitivity to all human beings – their needs, interests and concerns; 
• to encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today; 
• to grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life; 
• to enhance self-knowledge and to act from that knowledge; 
• to strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission 

 Year Three ,“Ready or Not, HERE I COME”!!!! 

PROGRAM RESOURCES — SIBYL LONG 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE — CATHY McCAULEY 

COMMUNICATIONS — DIANNE BEAM 

 The Conference Gram is published four times/year and mailed to the President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Circle Chairs for all the Units that have sent in their officer lists to the Districts.  If 
you are not receiving the Conference Gram, check with your President first to make sure your name was 
submitted to the District.  If it was, and if you are NOT on the Electronic Notification List for the Conference 
Gram, email me and let me know so that I can check to make sure your name has been turned in to me.  
Thanks.    
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2018 CONFERENCE OFFICER LIST — WNCC UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

OFFICE NAME PHONE E-MAIL 

President Julia Willis 336-685-4857 jawillis1@aol.com 

Vice President Joanie Strohm 828-649-1156 ssjsmars@charter.net 

Secretary    

Treasurer Nancy Reigel 828-268-0637 nancy@reigelridge.com 

MC—Mission Educ. & Interpretation Linda Greer 704-585-6263 jacklindagreer@bellsouth.net 

MC—Memb. Nurture & Outreach Renee Hayes 336-434-3582 renee.hayes1956@gmail.com 

MC—Social Action Carolyn Payne 366-766-5568 reginaldtpayne@bellsouth.net 

MC—Spiritual Growth Martha Efird 704-992-8727 mdjefird@outlook.com 

Communications Coordinator Dianne Beam 704-274-9183 diannebeam@roadrunner.com 

Secretary of Program Resources Sibyl Long 704-535-9240 sibyl.long@gmail.com 

Nominations (Chair) Martha Phillips 828-765-7009 mcwphillips@gmail.com 

Mission u (Dean) Lisa Bacon 828-586-8399 lisabacon304@gmail.com 

Parliamentarian Jatana Royster 704-454-5333 jatanaroyster@gmail.com 

Historian Betty Durham 336-542-8077  betty.durham50@yahoo.com 

Scholarship (Chair) Cathy McCauley 704-965-6566 cathymc855@yahoo.com 

UMW Program Advisory Group (PAG) Dixie Liggett 828-684-1831 lliggett3@charter.net 

Webmaster, Social Media Lynne Gilbert 336-207-3479 lynnegilbert2@gmail.com 

          GLORY GIFTS!  Recognizing that, 
through the Advent and Christmas 
seasons, we have just celebrated God’s 
greatest gift to us – Jesus Christ, it is now 
time to celebrate our 2018 WNCC 
Spiritual Growth Retreat and theme – 

GLORY GIFTS.  Save the Date:  June 15-16, 2018 at 
Lake Junaluska.  On-line registration at the our 
website (www.wnccumw.org) opens February 1st.  
The Spiritual Growth Committee is please to share 
that Rev. Dr. Suzanne G. Michael of New Hope UMC 
will be our speaker.  Justin Snyder, Director of Music 
at Forest Hill UMC in Concord, NC will lead our 
music during retreat.      
          Your Spiritual Growth Committee, Executive 
Team and District Spiritual Growth Coordinators have 
been busy since last year working diligently and 
creatively to create a great retreat experience for 
women across our Western North Carolina 
Conference. Last year I prayed that we would fill 
Stuart Auditorium with over 1,000 ladies.  We 
celebrate the over 800 who attended in 2017 and my 
prayer continues that 2018 will bring 1,000 ladies to 
our retreat to listen, pray, sing and fellowship. 
Encourage, invite and bring ladies from across our 
conference to attend our 2018 Spiritual Growth 
Retreat.   

 Spiritual Growth is a glorious gift from God and 
we must treasure it, nurture it, and share it.  Utilize 
your UMW Prayer Calendar and Program Book – 
Sacred Spaces. With each page of the calendar and 
program book, we see and receive God’s Glory gifts 
by learning of our mission institutions, missionaries, 
deaconesses, home missioners, and staff throughout 
the world.  Did you know that the Prayer Calendar 
information is shared every week on our   Conference   
UMW Facebook page, making it available to 
everyone?  Utilize the program book and the National 
UMW website (unitedmethodistwomen.org) for 
program and event ideas.  Create Spiritual growth 
moments with short prayers, meditations, and 
worshipscapes at meetings and events.   
          Celebrate and participate in the District prayer 
breakfast and “Day Apart” programs across our 
conference.  I look forward to sharing the message at 
the Catawba Valley, Appalachian, and Uwharrie 
District events over the next several months.   
          Give a gift to yourself — Take time to pray, 
study your bible and worship with your United 
Methodist Women sisters in Christ.  By doing so, you 
will be able to say: “It is well with my soul”.   
 In sweet memory and remembrance of our 
precious Linda Young I say,  Love in Christ.      

SPIRITUAL GROWTH — MARTHA EFIRD 
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PURPOSE of United Methodist Women 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of  
Women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as  

whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive  
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 
 

2018 Upcoming Dates: 
 

May 17, 2018   UMW Assembly 2018 Ubuntu Day of Service, Columbus, OH 
 May 18-20, 2018   UMW Assembly 2018, Columbus, OH 
 June 15-16, 2018  WNC UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat, “Glory Gifts”, 
     Lake Junaluska 
 June 21-24, 2018  WNC Annual Conference, Lake Junaluska 
 July 19-22, 2018  WNC UMW Mission u, Pfeiffer University, Misenheimer 
 October 20, 2018   Ubuntu Day of Service  (Various Locations) 
 September 14-16  WNC UMW Annual Celebration, Lake Junaluska 

 

For more information, visit:  www.wnccumw.org 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Lake Junaluska • June 15-16 
Hands-On-Mission Opportunity – Hygiene Kits  

 

We all need a break from 
our busy lives, a time for 
reflection, a time to listen 
for God's guidance. We 
are so busy doing all the 
things we are called upon 
to do,  we  don't  take  the  

time to slow down, to sit back and think about the things 
that are really important. Join us to pray, to listen, to 
study, to fellowship with United Methodist Women from 
across the conference, and to spend some quiet time in 
reflection.  

Registration Open February 7 
Retreat Leader: Rev. Suzanne Michael   

New Hope United Methodist Church, Yadkin Valley District 

 

Columbus, Ohio • May 18-20 

 
Join us for Assembly 2018 where we will be claiming our 
150-year history as women who know how to organize 
and serve and are willing to be challenged to grow in our 
faith as we build deeper connections with one another, 
church leaders and partners in the work of justice for all 
God’s children.  

 

Ubuntu Day of Service • October 20 
Hands-On-Mission Opportunity – Site Specific 

National Mission Institutions 
& Brooks Howell Home 

 

 

UBUNTU 
 
 

 
 

        

Lake Junaluska • September 14-16 
Hands-On-Mission Opportunity  

Project AGAPE Christmas Shoe Boxes &  
Gift to Mission/Gift in Memory Cards 

 

 

Annual Celebration 

National Assembly 

Mission u 
 Pfeiffer University • July 19-22, 2018 

Hands-On-Mission Opportunity – School Kits 
 

Spiritual Growth Study: An Earth 
Perspective for Covenantal Living 

 
 

Issue Study: What 
About Our Money? A Faith Response 
 
 

Geographic Study: UMC  
Missionary Conferences in the US 
 
High School Youth Camp Available - Registration opens May 1 
 

2018 Programs 
 

Western North Carolina Conference 
United Methodist Women 

Get more information, download event logos, 
registration forms, program books and more at 
our information packed website. 

Spiritual Growth Retreat 

 

WNCCUMW.ORG 
 
 

 
 


