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Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

President:  Darlene Gardner 

Happy New Year UMW Sisters! 

WOW, the holidays are behind us and a new year stretches out before us.  As a retired 

teacher, I always liked the process of starting over every fall.  It was a new beginning for 

the students as well as for me.   We have the same opportunity at New Year’s.  I have never been someone 

who made resolutions, because I never kept them, but I do enjoy the process of planning for the year 

ahead.  What are my goals, what do I want to accomplish this year?   How do I go about making those 

goals happen?  The same is true for United Methodist Women.   

Your district team has already begun planning for 2015. We have lots in store for you, beginning with our 

Mission Study in March.  Our focus this year is the Church and those with Disabilities.   

As a mother of a child with disabilities, I thought I knew a lot about this subject.  But when I attended the 

one day overview study at Mission U last July, I was amazed at all that this encompasses.  As a church we 

have much to do to minister to those among us with a disability of any kind.  We are called to reach out to 

everyone, including those we often overlook.   Martha Isenberg will give you more details in her article in 

this newsletter.  Make plans to save the date, March 21, and join us as we learn about what God is calling 

us to do.   

Scripture gives us many reminders that with God, all things are new.  The Psalms remind us that God has 

given us a “new song.”   Jeremiah tells us that the day is coming when the Lord will make a “new covenant 

“with us.   Jesus gives us a “new commandment – to love one another” in the gospel of John.   In Romans, 

Paul tells us that because of Christ’s death and resurrection, “we too may live a new life”.  And Colossians 

instructs us to “put on a new self, which is being renewed.”  And finally, in Revelation 21:5, “He who is 

seated on the throne says, ‘I am making everything new.’ Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words 

are trustworthy and true.’” So ladies, even though we fall short, we begin over with each new day.  Thanks 

be to God! 

In His Service, 

Darlene 

 

Love one another as I have loved you. 

John 13:34 



 3 

Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

Vice  President:  Jamie Smith 
 

I hope each of you had a very Merry Christmas season and have been healthy through it all!  As Yadkin Val-
ley District United Methodist Women begin a New Year, I am excited!  At our meeting at the close of 2014 
we began to plan for our events for the coming 2015.  We have events planned that include many  

inspirational speakers, and I already feel the Holy Spirit working through our District UMW, as well as our 
Conference UMW.  Please remember to pray for the District and Conference officers, as we in turn pray for 
all the Units, that God will be with us to lead us that we may serve him through our work.  

The District officers are ready to begin a New Year visiting unit meetings and events.  If you would like a 
visit from one of us, please feel free to contact us.  If I can be of assistance, please call or email me at: 
home phone 336-374-2794 or email keysmith@triad.rr.com. 

"Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received.  Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so 
with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ.   

To him belong the GLORY and the POWER forever and ever.  Amen."  1Peter 4:10-11 

I look forward to hearing from you, and seeing you at out events! 

Grace & Blessings  

Jamie Smith, Vice President 

Treasurer:  Donna Ireland 

Happy New Year!  I hope each of you had a blessed Christmas and are ready for 2015.  I 

want to share some really good news with you.  The Yadkin Valley District met its’ pledge of 

$163,000 for 2014.  I am so proud of our district and want to thank each of you for the con-

tributions that you gave.  It took all us working together to achieve this goal. Our total undesignated giving 

was $168,341.64.  The total designated giving was $18, 437.93. Total giving from the Yadkin Valley District 

was $186,779.57.  Again, I am so proud but even more important is the number of women, youth and chil-

dren that will benefit from these monies.   

Our pledge for 2015 is remaining the same as 2014.  If your local unit has not turned in your pledge form 

for 2015, please do so as soon as you can.  Remember, the first criteria for being a Mission Today unit is to 

MAKE and MEET your pledge.  We also have a goal of increasing the number of units giving in all five chan-

nels.  Remember it only takes a minimum $5 donation in each channel to accomplish this.   

I’m looking forward to 2015.  I have faith that we will achieve great things again this year. Remember, I am 

always willing to come and do a program about “Where the Money Goes” or just come and visit with you.  

Please call if you have any questions.   

Donna Ireland 

mailto:keysmith@triad.rr.com
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Education and Interpretation:  Martha Isenberg 
 

Our first major district event is the District Mission Study on March 21.  Did you know 
that attending it will help you meet #4 of the Mission Today criteria? 

Sedge Garden United Methodist Church in Kernersville will host our District Mission 
Study on Saturday, March 21.  Mrs. Jennifer Davis will be our study leader for the study on “The Church 
and People with Disabilities.” Mrs. Davis taught this study last summer at Mission u and has lots of in-
formation to share with us.  She is director of Discipleship Ministry for WNCC-UMC and is a much 
sought-after motivational speaker.       

The intent of this study is to build awareness in the church regarding issues around disability, to call 
the church to provide full accessibility to services and opportunities, and to promote advocacy for jus-
tice for people with disabilities.  People with typical bodies can be thought of as temporarily able-
bodied because disabilities can happen to anyone at any time.  So this is a topic that all of us need to 
know about to help us be prepared to help our church be inclusive to all, regardless of disabilities.  

Included in this letter is a registration form and directions to Sedge Garden UMC.  Our hands on mis-
sion project for this event is monetary donations with 50% for undesignated giving and 50% for Beth-
lehem Center.  Make checks payable to the Yadkin Valley District UMW.   I look forward to seeing you at 
the study and to visits with you in your unit this year. 

Blessings, 

Martha  Isenberg 

336-924-9158 

mhisenberg@aol.com 

Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

Driving Directions to Sedge Garden UMC —   District Mission Study 
 
Sedge Garden UMC---794 Sedge Garden Road, Kernersville, NC (Telephone:  336-
788-2297) 

If approaching Kernersville from counties to the north on 52:  Follow 52 South to 
Business 40 East and go 4.3 miles.  Take the Linville Rd. Exit and left onto Linville Rd for 
2 miles.  Turn left onto Kernersville Rd and take the 2nd right onto Sedge Garden Rd.  Go 
0.7 mile and the church is on the right. 

If approaching from the West on I-40:  Go through Winston-Salem and take Union 
Cross Rd Exit, exit #201.  Go left onto Union Cross Rd and go 1 mile.  Turn left onto Sedge 
Garden Rd and go 1.2 miles and the church is on the left 

If approaching from the East on I-40:  Take Union Cross Rd Exit, exit #201 and turn 
right onto Union Cross Road and proceed as above. 

mailto:mhisenberg@aol.com
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Registration Form for District Mission Study 

“The Church and People with Disabilities” 

Saturday, March 21, 2015 

9:00 -9:25am Registration and refreshments 

9:25am-2:00pm Program and lunch 

Sedge Garden UMC, 794 Sedge Garden Road, Kernersville, NC  

$8.50 per person (includes refreshments and lunch) 

Lunch will be your choice of either a chef salad or chicken salad on croissant, plus fresh fruit, pasta salad, des-

sert and beverage.  (Vegetarian meal, with pimento cheese on croissant, is available if requested below) 

 

Child Care needed?  (Bring a bag lunch for each child.) 

Childs’s Name(s)  and Age(s):   

 

Mail this Pre-registration Form and check payable to “Yadkin Valley District UMW” to our treasurer by 

March 7 to: 

Donna Ireland 

223 Brier Creek Road 

Advance, NC 27006-7152 

336-998-7252       E-mail:  dbireland@bellsouth.net      

Please pre-register so our host church and the lunch caterer can be prepared.  Tickets will not be mailed, but 

given when you sign in  

Church Name_______________________________________ 

Contact Person______________________________________     Phone and/or E-mail___________________________________ 

1.______________________________  6.__________________________________ 

2.______________________________  7.__________________________________ 

3.______________________________  8.__________________________________ 

4.______________________________  9.__________________________________ 

5.______________________________  10._________________________________ 

Total Due--$8.50/person x _______  =  $_______________ 

(Attach another sheet if you need space for more names) 

# of vegetarian meals requested_________ 
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Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

Spiritual Growth—Barbara Crotts 

Hello ladies of the district.  My name is Barbara Crotts.  This is my third position on the UMW district team.  I 

first served as a Sub-district Representative for the Davie County followed by Secretary of Program Resources 

promoting the Reading Program. Now I have stepped into the role as Spiritual Growth Coordinator.   

I need your help to make this year another success. FIRST OF ALL, we need the names of your deceased UMW ladies for the prior 

year (2014). Submit the names on the president’s year-end report as well as send me a copy.  Better to have the names sent mul-

tiple times than to wait and assume somebody else WILL DO IT.  This is the only way we can be assured that their names will be 

included in our Day Apart Prayer Breakfast in the spring.  Get those names to us early so we can get them in the printed program 

for the event. In addition to the name of your church, please include your location.  We have several churches with the same 

name in our district.  

At your meetings, remember to use your Prayer Calendars and have a Response Moment from the magazine as wells promote 

attendance to our Mission Studies.  You can also have Mission Studies in your own church, inviting ladies in the community and 

neighboring churches. Make it a time of fun, fellowship, and learning about current events.  You may even get new members this 

way. 

I hope to see as many of you as possible at our District events this year. Let me know if I can be of any help to you.  You can 

contact me at my address / phone number below or email address imacrotts@yadtel.net.  

Barbara Crotts 
169 Rag Road 
Mocksville NC  27028  
336-998-8777 

Membership Nurture & Outreach—Carolyn Brown 
 

A BIG "THANK YOU" to all who sent in Mission Walk money with your  4th Quarter Report, bringing our total 
to $470.00. We will be holding 3 Mini-Mission Walks throughout the Yadkin Valley this year prior to our Mini
-Retreat this fall. This will give everyone an opportunity to walk for mission and also be able to meet and 
greet other UMW Sisters throughout the district. 

As we look toward 2015 all of our units are facing the challenge of increasing membership. Try hosting a 
Lunch, Brunch, Tea or even a Picnic. Invite all the women of the church including your teens.  Share infor-
mation about the history of the United Methodist Women, the history of your own unit if you have it, and 
how important the UMW is to the church. Remember, you do not have to belong to a United Methodist 
Church to become a member of the UMW. If you know someone who enjoys reading, learning, working on 
mission projects, sewing, crafts, and being in fellowship with other women invite them to join you. 

Don't be afraid to try new things, just because something has not been done before doesn't mean it can 
never be done. 

God's Blessings, 

Carolyn Brown / Membership Nurture & Outreach 
1097 Cherry Lane 
Walnut Cove,  N C 27052 
336-591-3560 

mailto:imacrotts@yadtel.net
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Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

Nominations, Chair—Ruth Hoyle 

Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits.  
1Corinthians 12:7 (The Message) 

Thank you to all who have answered the call to serve on the local, district, or conference level.  You are a 
blessing.   

To local members of the Committee on Nominations: Be a MATCHMAKER! 

All of us who serve on nominations at any level need to be aware of the talents and abilities of those around 
us.  Some of our UMW sisters may not feel they should be officers but God has given each of us gifts.  Ask 
other members of your unit to encourage each other to step out in faith to serve.   

You may want to share these forms with your members.  An individual may express interest or another per-
son may know someone to recommend.  Your district nominations committee will gladly accept suggestions 
for future officers. 

Blessings and prayers for a Spirit-filled 2015, 

Ruth Hoyle, Chair 

 

Nominations (Class 2016) - Karen Koontz 

 

As a new member of the Executive Team (Nominations, class of 2016), I have learned so much and met so 
many wonderful, hardworking, and caring women who all serve the Lord.  One of my responsibilities is to be 
a nurturing partner to several units.  This has been a great experience for me and I hope for the units I vis-
it.  This has made me more aware of how other units work to raise money and carry out missions. There are 
so many talented ladies that I have now had the opportunity to visit.  My days are brightened when a unit 
president calls me and invites me to a meeting. Being able to visit all three of my "sister" units has been up-
lifting to me and I hope helpful to the units themselves.  I am always asked for the latest district news and 
updates and I also gain insight into creative ways  that UMW members minister to others.  As a member of 
the district nominations committee, I see many qualified and energetic women who can serve the Yadkin 
Valley so well. 

Karen Koontz 
Center United Methodist Church 
Welcome NC 
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I’m Interested  
Tell me more about UMW offices 

Local _____ District ____  Conference______ 
 
Name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Local Unit/District _________________________________________________________ 
 
Position(s) I’d like to know more about: ________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

I recommend the following woman: 
 
Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Local Unit/District ________________________________________________________ 
 
For this position(s)  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Person making recommendation and contact information:__________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     Please return this form to a member of the Committee on Nominations 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/logos-and-templates/english/englishlogoredflame.aspx
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Social Action—Vickie Morrison   

HAPPY NEW YEAR UMW! 2015 is going to be another banner year for our district. I am ex-

cited and honored  to be serving again as your Social Action Coordinator. I have had the op-

portunity to meet and fellowship with many local units this past year and I can’t help but 

look forward to meeting more.  

Our team of district officers  met in December for a fruitful planning session. Our first event will be the Dis-

trict Mission Study. Our study this year will focus on The Church and people with Disabilities. Please make 

plans to attend with your local unit.  

As your Social Action Coordinator I will again focus on Human Trafficking, Racial Justice and Domestic Vio-

lence. If there are other topics your unit is interested in hearing more about, please let me know. I am avail-

able to meet with you during your regular monthly meeting or for a Sunday morning program.  

Don’t forget to use your resources in your monthly meetings. The Prayer Calendar and Response magazine 

are full of information. Our 2015 Reading Program also offers some great books.  Refuse To Do Nothing is a 

great read on human trafficking.  

Yours in service, 

Vickie S Morrison 

 

Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

For the sake of  justice, let’s huddle 

to Intercept the Traffickers.  

For details about “Let’s Huddle”, go to:  

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/intercept 

Your YV District Officers’ Huddle 
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Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

SAVE THE DATE 

Invite a friend. Hope to see you there! 

District Mission Study March 21st 

Sedge Garden UMC— Kernersville 

District Prayer Breakfast April 25th 

Maple Springs UMC—Winston Salem 

Spiritual Growth  Retreat June 12th & 13th 

Lake Junaluska 

Mission U July 16th thru 19th 

Pfeiffer University 

Misenheimer Campus 

District Annual Meeting August 23rd 

Location TBA 

Conference Annual Meeting September 11th thru 13th 

Lake Junaluska 

Ubuntu Day of Service October 17 

Locations TB 

Unit Leadership Training November 21st 

Memorial UMC—Thomasville 

Secretary—Debbie Norman 

Greetings:    

This year will be another exciting year for the Yadkin Valley District!  A new year, a new beginning!    And I 
do hope that you will be able to attend the district and conference events this year.  The Yadkin Valley Dis-
trict Executive Committees have already been working on the events and they are sure to be exceptional!   
 
Martha Isenberg is our Education and Interruption Mission Coordinator and has planned our first event, our 
Mission Study. I do hope that you can attend, and bring a friend.  The event is highlighted in the newsletter. 
 
If you have any questions regarding secretarial duties for your local unit, just let me know.  I’ll be glad to 
answer your questions.  And, if I don’t know, I’ll find out! 
 

Blessings to you all! 

Debbie Norman, Secretary 

1120 Wellesley Place Drive, Lewisville, NC  27023 

336 945 9559 
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Program Resources:  Debra Lawson 

Happy New Year.  I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas with your families and friends.  
I would like to thank you for your participation in the reading program in the past year.  May 
we make a  resolution for the New Year to be read more.  The new books for 2015 all look 

like good reading to help us to be more aware of mission needs, leadership, nurturing, current social issues, 
and spiritual growth.  Remember that the books eligible for the 2015 year are the designated books for 2011 
to 2015.  If you would like a listing of the eligible books, please notify me and I will send you by email or by 
mail the listings. 

I have enjoyed serving you in the past year and look forward to serving you in the coming year.  If there is 
material you would like at our upcoming events please contact me and I will make sure to have them at the 
upcoming events.  May God bless you in the New Year. 

  

Blessings,    
Debra Lawson  
Sec. Program Resources 
debra_lawson@windstream.net  
(H) 336-969-1969  
(C) 336-816-3006 
 

Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

Communications Coordinator:  Deborah Brooks 

Thank you for being part of a wonderful organization called the United Methodist Women.  
We are world wide but it can be a small world with today’s communication.  We want to 
make sure you are informed by giving you options to receive communications.   

 
Newsletter and Conference Grams:  We will send out paper newsletters.  Join our email list to receive an 
electronic newsletter instead of paper.  

Like us!!   We are on Facebook.  For the YV District: www.facebook.com/YadkinValleyDistrictUmw and  for 
the Conference: www.facebook.com/wnccumw. 

Check out our brand new conference website.  www.wnccumw.org. 

We need a list of your unit’s officers even if they remained the same 
from previous year.  We may have an old address or entered it incorrect-
ly.  So please send an updated officer list to me! 

Many blessings to you. 

 

Deb Brooks 
598 Shady Grove Church Rd 
Winston Salem NC 27107 
dlawsonbrooks@aol.com 
 

UMW National sites: 

Unitedmethodistwomen.org 

facebook.com/UMWomen 

twitter.com/UMWomen 

pinterest.com/UMWomen 

youtube.com/UMWomen 

flickr.com/UMWomen 

umwmissionresources.org  

mailto:debra_lawson@windstream.net
http://www.facebook.com/YadkinValleyDistrictUmw
http://www.facebook.com/wnccumw
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Yadkin Valley District Newsletter 

Yadkin Valley District UMW 2015 Officers 

President 
Darlene Gardner 
5209 Bridge Pointe Drive 
Clemmons, NC 27012-8237 
336-766-1552    
Email:  gardnerdarlenel@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Jamie Smith 
738 Key Road 
Ararat, NC  27007-8339 
336-374-2794       
Email:  Keysmith@triad.rr.com 

Secretary 
Debbie Norman 
1120 Wellesley Place Drive 
Lewisville, NC  27023-8322 
336-945-9559  
Email: Debbie.norman@wellsfargo.com 

Treasurer 
Donna Ireland 
223 Brier Creek Road 
Advance, NC  27006-7152 
336-998-7252 
Email: dbireland@bellsouth.net 

Education & Interpretation 
Martha Isenberg 
5580 Rozianna Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC  27106-2427 
336-924-9158 
Email: mhisenberg@aol.com 

Spiritual Growth 
Barbara Crotts 
169 Rag Road 
Mocksville, NC  27028-2079 
336-998-8777 
Email:  imacrotts@yadtel.net 

Social Action 
Vickie Morrison 
3960 Thornaby Circle 
Winston-Salem, NC  27107-1944 
336-650-0989 
Email:  vckmorrison@aol.com 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Carolyn Brown 
1097 Cherry Lane 
Walnut Cove, NC  27052 
336-591-3560 
Email:  Browncarolyn@att.net 

Communications 
Deborah Brooks 
598 Shady Grove Church Road 
Winston-Salem, NC  27107 
336-769-1059 
Email:  dlawsonbrooks@aol.com 

Program Resources 
Debra Lawson 
103 Bracken Lane 
King, NC  28021 
H 336-969-1969 C 336-816-3006 
Email: debra_lawson@windstream.net 

Nominations: Chair  
Ruth Hoyle 
135 Sterling Drive  
Mocksville, NC  27028-1918 
H 336-753-6826  C 336-782-5371 
Email:  rhoyle@yadtel.net 

Nominations (Class 2015) 
 

Nominations: Chair (Class 2016) 
Joyce Irby 
1633 Turfwood Drive 
Pfafftown, NC  27040 
336-924-0844 
Email:  edjoydan@windstream.net 

Nominations: Chair (Class 2016) 
Karen Koontz 
PO Box 143 
Welcome, NC  27374 
336-731-6863 
Email: KWKoontz@triad.rr.com 

Nominations: Chair (Class 2017) 
Sharon Reid 
1020 Ernas Drive 
Madison, NC  27025 
336-871-2468 

Nominations: Chair (Class 2017) 
Valerie Prim 
1301 Henry Street Ext 
Yadkinville, NC  27055-5752 
336-679-2491 
Email:  PrimSwim@Yahoo.com 

Leadership Development 
Mary Jo Brewer 
1120 Martin Street 
Winston-Salem, NC  27103-4431 
H 336-723-5566  C 336-403-1871 
Email: mbrewer9@triad.rr.com 

Parliamentarian 
Anna Leak 
3628 North Hampton Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC  27105-4105 
 
 

Email:  babydollchamp@bellsouth.net 

Historian  
Greta Stookey 
301 Daniel Paul Drive 
Archdale, NC  27263-7748 
336-431-8927 

Email: 9_stooke@uncg.edu  

  
 

MISSIONAL NETWORK   

Advance  NW Forsyth Brenda Tuttle      336-983-2795 

Davidson County Florence Greene      336-787-5630 South Surry Jamie Smith          336-374-2794 

E Winston-Salem  Southern Region MNC Cathy Smith           336-413-1414 

Kernersville Sandy Letchworth  336-993-5744 Stokes Carolyn Brown    336-951-4415 

Mocksville Patsy Veach              336-284-2869 Thomasville Rhita Dudley         336-769-3227 

NE Forsyth Arlyn Wilson            336-595-8520 W Forsyth Polly Caudle          336-766-6836 

Yadkin Area  W Winston-Salem Brenda Willis        336-768-1042 

mailto:9-stooke@uncg.edu
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Mission Today! 

Make a Difference….Become a Mission Today Unit 

C/O Deborah Brooks 

598 Shady Grove Church Rd 

Winston Salem NC 27107 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Yadk i n  Va l l ey  D i s t r i c t  UMW 

IMPORTANT REMINDER:     
Please submit all articles, information, and changes to Deborah Brooks. 

dlawsonbrooks@aol.com 


